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Regular Meeting Minutes
January 13, 2016


The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Commissioner Horowitz at the South Fayette Township Building, Morgan, PA 15064.

PRESENT: CARDILLO, PITETTI, HOROWITZ, RODI, MALOSH

ALSO PRESENT: Township Solicitor: Jonathan Kamin; Township Manager: Ryan Eggleston; Township Administrative Assistant: Peggy Patterson

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

RECOGNITION OF SAMUEL J. MILLER JR. – EAGLE SCOUT

Commissioner Horowitz – I was an Eagle Scout and I know how difficult it is to obtain that rank, so on behalf of the board I would like to commend Samuel J. Miller, Jr.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

	A. DECEMBER 2015 MINUTES (December 9, 2015 and December 21, 2015)

			It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by MALOSH with all members present voting AYE to approve the minutes from the December 9, 2015 and December 21, 2015 meetings. 

Mr. Eggleston – The board will hear public comment with a time limit not to exceed three minutes. The board will not respond to questions, but will only hear public comment. When the meeting adjourns, I will stick around to answer any questions or comments.

PUBLIC COMMENT - None

CORRESPONDENCE 

	A. SENATOR GUY RESCHENTHALER

Mr. Eggleston – They are going to offer residents appointments two days a month in our building if you want to meet with someone from his staff.

	B. SHACOG LETTERS TO FIRE CHIEFS

Mr. Eggleston – The executive director from SHACOG sent letters to each of our fire departments inviting them to join them to begin to become involved with the fire chiefs in the SHACOG.
	C. SOUTH FAYETTE SCHOOL – CHARTER HOMES

Mr. Eggleston – This is a copy of the letter that the school gave to the board in December regarding Charter Homes.

Commissioner Cardillo asked if a company was chosen to do the independent study and analysis for Charter Homes and was told this item was under old business, to be discussed later in the meeting.

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS

	A. PAYMENT OF THE BILLS

			It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by MALOSH to pay the December bills. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

	B. NOVEMBER FINANCIALS

			It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by MALOSH to accept the November financials.

ROLL CALL:

PITETTI, HOROWITZ, MALOSH, RODI – AYE
CARDILLO - ABSTAIN

	C. MONTHLY POLICE REPORT

OLD/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 	

	A. REVIEW AND DISCUSS BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS WITH TERMS ENDING
	*Library Board:		4 end 1-31-19, 1 ends 1-31-17
	*Planning Commission:	1 ends 12-31-19
	*Zoning Hearing Board:	1 ends 12-31-18
	*EAC				2 end 12-31-18

Mr. Eggleston – We had a lot of interest from residents in general. The Library Board has recommended the five members for their slots. Under Planning Commission, we had seven interested residents including Greg Uhrlen, who is a sitting member and interested in being reappointed. There were five interested applicants for the Zoning Hearing Board including Mike Iagnemma, who currently sits on that board. There were five interested applicants for the Environmental Advisory Council. David Pope, whose term just ended, is interested in another term, and there were five other interested applicants.

Mr. Kamin – You should do it board by board.

Commissioner Cardillo – Last year we met with each applicant. Was that process followed again this year?

Mr. Eggleston – I have not yet set up any interviews for the board related to these appointments. We can do that, but I would recommend doing that for the ZHB, EAC and PC. I would recommend appointing the applicants to the Library Board. 

There was discussion about interviewing the applicants for the appointments.

Commissioner Horowitz – My feeling is that Mike (Iagnemma) and Greg (Urhlen) have done very well in their positions, and I would support them to remain in those positions. As for the EAC, I have not been to any of their meetings, but I have heard good things about David Pope from people that I trust so I would recommend him as well. If we want to meet with the other four, I am okay with that. 

Commissioner Rodi – I agree with you, Joe, I think they have all done great jobs. I am prepared to appoint them as well.

			It was moved by MALOSH and seconded by RODI to appoint Kelly Keller, Janette Moore, Mohamed Senousy, Christine Turnbaugh, and Chandra Karnati to the Library Board. Chandra Karnati is for a one-year term and this is based on the recommendation of the current Library Board. All other appointees of the Library Board are for full three-year terms. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

			It was moved by MALOSH and seconded by RODI to reappoint Greg Uhrlen to the Planning Commission based on his past performance. 

ROLL CALL:

MALOSH, RODI, HOROWITZ – AYE
CARDILLO – NO
PITETTI – ABSTAIN

Motion Passes 3:1 with one abstention. Greg Uhrlen is reappointed to the Planning Commission.

			It was moved by MALOSH and seconded by RODI to reappoint Mike Iagnemma to the Zoning Hearing Board.

ROLL CALL:

MALOSH, RODI, HOROWITZ – AYE
CARDILLO – NO
PITETTI – ABSTAIN

Motion Passes 3:1 with one abstention.  Mike Iagnemma is reappointed to the Zoning Hearing Board.

			It was moved by MALOSH and seconded by RODI to reappoint David Pope to the EAC.

ROLL CALL:

MALOSH, RODI, HOROWITZ – AYE
CARDILLO – NO
PITETTI – ABSTAIN

Motion Passes 3:1 with one abstention. David Pops is reappointed to the EAC.

Commissioner Horowitz asked Mr. Eggleston if he would set up interviews for the five remaining applicants to the EAC and was told he would.

	B. DISCUSS AND APPROVE REFINANCING OF THE 2009 BOND 

Mr. Eggleston – I would ask the board to table this to our February meeting. I had a chance to look through this and talked to Jason DiMartini and Alisha Reesh from Janney, but I would like to sit down with Commissioner Malosh and look at these two proposals.

Mr. Kamin – You conditionally authorize this and once the market gets to the right numbers they can move on it. The market has been fluctuating and we need to act within the next quarter. I would also recommend Commissioner Malosh and Ryan talking to Wayne Gerhold because he had some suggestions about different structuring. 

			It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by MALOSH to table refinancing the 2009 bond until the February meeting.  All members present voted AYE to the motion.	
	
	C. STATUS UPDATE ON CHARTER HOMES ZONING REQUEST

Mr. Kamin – We have been evaluating specific requests for consulting services to perform an analysis on Charter Homes’ development proposal over the rezoning issue. We talked to a number of consultants and chose Fourth Economy to do the study. I met with them and told them what we were looking for. They will be meeting with the school district and representatives of Charter Homes. We have asked them to just do data collection and give us an unbiased report. They believe that proposal will be delivered to us by the February meeting, but I am unsure if we will have time to digest it. The cost is about $9,000.00, which will be passed on to Charter Homes. 

Commissioner Pitetti asked if they are going to do a presentation and was told by Mr. Kamin that they will give them the report and be present to answer questions.

NEW BUSINESS

	A. TAX REFUND REQUESTS

Mr. Eggleston – Just four requests for tax refunds, and staff would recommend approval.

			It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by MALOSH to approve the four tax refund requests the township received. 

PITETTI, HOROWITZ, MALOSH, RODI – AYE
CARDILLO – ABSTAIN

Motion Passes 4:0 with one abstention.

	B. BILODEAU-SRAY MINOR SUBDIVISION F-15-15

Mike Benton, Township Engineer – This is just a minor subdivision. This realigns the property lines so that the garage is on Samuel Bilodeau’s property. The Planning Commission and staff recommend approval. 

			It was moved by MALOSH and seconded by PITETTI to approve the Bilodeau-Sray Minor Subdivision F-15-15. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

	C. REZONING REQUEST FOR NEWBURY GATEWAY SHOPS

Mr. Benton – This is the side of the Gateway Shops at Newbury. This is separate from the main site and is currently zoned C-2 commercial, but they would like to get it zoned PED (Planned Economic Development) to match up with the rest of Newbury. Staff would recommend referring this to the Planning Commission for further review.
 
			It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by MALOSH to refer the rezoning request for Newbury Gateway Shops to the Planning Commission. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

	D. KIDDIE ACADEMY LERTA

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Eggleston – First, I would like to welcome the Kiddie Academy to South Fayette. We received notification from Kiddie Academy and Erik Kitterman that he is open for business on Washington Pike. It is a for-profit school and is a tax-paying entity. He has been an excellent developer to work with. They submitted for the LERTA program, and it does qualify. We also added a draft letter from the board saying that you reviewed his LERTA tax assistance application and that it falls within the map. Our abatement schedule for this property is as follows: the first year that building will pay 20% property taxes on the improvements of the property, the second year will be 40% of the county assessed value, the third year they will pay 60% of the assessed value, the fourth year 80%, the fifth year 90%, and then the sixth year they will be at the full rate. This was a vacant piece of land that had nothing on it before, so 20% is 20% more than what we received last year. Mr. Kitterman was informed that this applies only to the township and he would have to apply separately to the school district. Staff would recommend the approval of the tax abatement and schedule for the Kiddie Academy.

			It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by MALOSH to approve the Kiddie Academy LERTA application and schedule. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

	E. AMENDMENT TO NON-UNION EMPLOYEES PENSION PLAN

Mr. Eggleston – This is just a minor change to our non-union employee pension plan and it is just to bring continuity with our ordinance for non-union employees from our pension plan with our new employee handbook. The proposed amendment changes the eligibility for participation to age 18 instead of 21 and also completion of the probationary period to 90 days instead of a full year. 

			It was moved by MALOSH and seconded by PITETTI to approve the amendment to the non-union employee pension plan. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

Mr. Eggleston – This is in the form of an ordinance, and it would be Ordinance 1 of 2016.
			
LIAISON REPORTS 

Commissioner Cardillo – The Sturgeon Block Watch is up and running with the help of Chief Phoennik and his officers. I am looking forward to expanding that into Morgan and possibly other areas throughout this year.

Commissioner Malosh – I have blank copies of the manager’s evaluation form. 

MANAGER’S REPORT

Mr. Eggleston – I would like to introduce Andrea Iglar with a brief presentation pertaining to our new website activity.

Ms. Iglar, Community Development Director put on a presentation which shows the statistics and activities on the website that was launched in December of 2014.

Commissioner Malosh asked if there was a way we could get a monthly report pertaining to the request tracker. 

Mr. Eggleston said we were waiting for the mobile app and that will be ready soon and talked about this being done in the first quarter.

Mr. Eggleston – Andrea and Paula Simmons have been working on the concept of online reservations and online payment for the recreation programs. This will be coming very soon.

I just wanted to thank Chief Phoennik and allow him to give a brief update on the video cameras.

Police Chief John Phoennik – I want to thank Ryan and the board for their continued support. After working on this for four months, we are finally up and running. We have cameras in all the parks, in the lobbies, and the perimeters of the police station and public works, and today most of the officers were trained on how to use it.

Mr. Eggleston – We are looking for folks who might be interested in serving on the South Fayette Community Day committee. Anyone who is interested should contact Paula Simmons, our Rec Director. 

We had a meeting with Adam Rossi, who owns a business on Mayview Road, and we are starting to look at ramping up our trails for both pedestrians and bikes. I think we are ready to launch a community committee on the trails, walkways and bike trails.

Emily Brady is here tonight, and I just want to note that she stepped off the Library Board, and we would be hard-pressed to find another board member as dedicated as she has been through the years.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT, Mr. Kamin – Two items for Executive Session, both related to litigation. One is the Kosky litigation and the second one is the Range Resources challenge to the DEP permit. No action is going to be taken.

Mr. Eggleston – I do have several personnel items and two potential property acquisitions to discuss with the board in Executive Session. No action will be taken.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Terri Rastetter Kuhn, 2102 Ridge Road – I heard the first litigation item, but I did not hear the second one. 

Mr. Kamin repeated the litigation information.

Bob Wohleber, 2013 Clearfork Road – I want to thank the board for allowing the robust conversation about the garbage fee. I think it was productive to have many people weigh in on it. I understand you want to have efficient meetings and hope that the asterisk is not to squelch any sort of conversation. I also wanted to ask regarding Community Day. In Hunting Ridge we do community day, this year on August 13, and I would ask that you do not use that date. It is our second year of doing it, and it is not just for Hunting Ridge residents. On the Charter issue, I just wanted to state my concerns. From what the school board says, taxes will have to go up. I know this is not township taxes but school taxes, but I am worried that development might not be the most responsible development.

Michael Caproni, 6419 Interlaken Drive – I just wanted to briefly state my concern about appointing people to the boards without interviewing them. One of the incumbents had a total of 20 words on his application. How do you know if that person is able to properly serve on the board? You don’t want to stifle people wanting to be part of that. You don’t want to encourage people to not be involved.

Commissioner Horowitz – It doesn’t always happen that way. I happen to know the two people, and there is a comfort level with their work.

Michael Caproni – I just wanted to make one more quick comment. Our roads are always clear, and Public Works is doing an amazing job.

EXECUTIVE SESSION & ADJOURNMENT
	
			It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by RODI to adjourn to Executive Session, not to return. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

______________________________		_____________________________
Ryan Eggleston, Township Manager			Joseph Horowitz, President

_____________					_______________
Date							Date  
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