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Regular Meeting Minutes
February 10, 2016

PUBLIC HEARING – Willow D Property – Conditional Use CU-02-16

The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Pitetti at the South Fayette Township Building, Morgan, PA 15064.

PRESENT: CARDILLO (On phone), PITETTI, HOROWITZ (arrived 7:15), RODI, MALOSH

ALSO PRESENT: Township Solicitor: Jonathan Kamin; Township Manager: Ryan Eggleston; Township Administrative Assistant: Peggy Patterson

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

RECOGNITION BY CHIEF PHOENNIK

Police Chief John Phoennik recognized Sergeant Jeff Sgro as the SRO (School Resource Officer) at South Fayette Township and presented him with a certificate of recognition for his work at the school district.

Principal Aaron Skrbin also recognized Sgt. Sgro.

Sgt. Sgro thanked the chief and Mr. Skrbin for the opportunity to work with the students, the faculty and the community.

Commissioner Pitetti requested there be a moment of silence for  former commissioner Tom Sray, who died in January.

PUBLIC COMMENT*

John Kosky, 698 Millers Run Road asked about a letter he received in the mail for the public hearing that was cancelled. Mr. Eggleston said it was an error on the part of the township.

Bill Sittig, representative of Charter Homes, requested the board schedule a public hearing for the March meeting. He said Charter Homes welcomes the numbers from the study to come out. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

	A. LIQUID FUELS TAX FUND REPORT

	B. ALLEGHENY LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES CONFERENCE INFORMATION

	C. TURNPIKE LETTER

Mr. Eggleston – We did receive a letter from the Turnpike Commission related to their application for approval to construct a new bridge that will span across Route 50. 

D. LETTER FROM SEN. GUY RESCHENTHALER

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS

	A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES	

			It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by MALOSH with all members present voting AYE to approve the minutes from the January 4, 2016 reorganizational meeting and January 13, 2016 regular meeting. 

	B. PAYMENT OF THE BILLS

			It was moved by MALOSH and seconded by RODI to pay the January bills. All members present voted AYE to the motion.
													C. MONTHLY POLICE REPORT

OLD/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 	

	A. REVIEW AND DISCUSS APPOINTING AN APPLICANT TO THE EAC 

Mr. Eggleston – We did have a chance to hold interviews of the five applicants so I would like to table this item until the March meeting.

	B. DISCUSS AND APPROVE BOND REFINANCING 

Mr. Eggleston –I had a chance to look through this with our Finance Director, Nancy Degenhardt, and talked to Jason DiMartini and Alisha Reesh from Janney, but I would like table this until our March meeting.
	
	C. UPDATE - CHARTER HOMES/STUDY

Mr. Kamin – We hired The Fourth Economy to perform an analysis of the economics of the Charter Homes. We provided them with the school’s information, as well as the township’s and Charter Homes’ information. They have requested additional information, additional time, and an additional fee. They want to do more of a thorough job. This is being paid for by Charter Homes and I expect to have something completed by the end of the month. I know they want to do a meeting with the school and with Charter. Does the board want to put this on the agenda for March, or do you want to wait until you have the study? 
Commissioner Horowitz – I think we should put this on the agenda for March. We did get a letter from the Aloe Brothers stating that there is some pressure on them to see this moving forward. 

Mr. Kamin – There is a status conference coming up in front of Judge Delvecchio that is on the combination action. I think it would be prudent to move ahead with this.

			It was moved by MALOSH and seconded RODI by to schedule the public hearing on the draft ordinance related to Charter Homes. 

ROLL CALL:
PITETTI – AYE
MALOSH – AYE
RODI – AYE
HOROWITZ – AYE
CARDILLO – OPPOSED

Motion carried 4:1

NEW BUSINESS

	A. PRESENTATION FROM MATT GILOTTI REGARDING FAIRVIEW PARK BUILDING PROPOSAL

Matt Gilotti and Sean McCall, owners and operators of the Southpointe Fieldhouse put on a presentation regarding building an indoor fieldhouse in Fairview Park.

	B. DISCUSS AND APPROVE TAX REFUND REQUESTS FROM ANNE BECK

			It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by RODI to approve the tax refund requests the township received. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

	C. DISCUSS AND APPROVE TAX REFUND – 1320 VILLAGE LANE

			It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by RODI to approve the tax refund for 1320 Village Lane. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

	D. DISCUSS AND APPROVE HORIZON PROPERTIES REQUEST TO EXTEND THE DUE DILIGENCE PERIOD

Mr. Eggleston – This is a copy of the letter we received from Horizon and they are asking for a 30 day extension for their due diligence. They did submit their site plan to be reviewed at the February Planning Commission.

			It was moved by MALOSH and seconded by RODI to approve the request from Horizon Properties to extend the 30 day due diligence period. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

	E. DISCUSS AND APPROVE ORDINANCE 2 OF 2016, MANAGER’S ORDINANCE

Mr. Eggleston – This is a paperwork item with an amendment to clean up some language of the ordinance. This ordinance was reviewed by the solicitor’s office.

			It was moved by MALSOH and seconded by RODI to approve Ordinance 2 of 2016, Manager’s Ordinance. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

	F. DISCUSS AND APPROVE LED STREETLIGHT AGREEMENT – WEST PENN POWER

Mr. Benton – West Penn Power has just recently implemented a new program throughout their areas converting all of their streetlights to LED. This will cut our streetlight portion of the electric bill in half. They recommended to first do a cancellation letter and then do an agreement on a month by month basis. They will be converted in chunks of 12 or 24 lights at a time. 

Mr. Eggleston – Another advantage is that the lights will last longer. We are one of the first areas to get in on a trial basis at no cost to the township and this has been reviewed by the solicitor’s office.

			It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by MALOSH to approve the LED Streetlight Agreement – West Penn Power. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

	G. DISCUSS AND APPROVE RESOLUTION 1 OF 2016 – WALNUT RIDGE PLANNING MODULE

Mr. Eggleston – This item is related to the resolution we need for sanitary water. 

Mr. Kamin – Several years ago the DEP started requiring municipalities to act on any new planning modules that came in just so the DEP knew the township was aware of what is going on. 

			It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by RODI to approve Resolution 1 of 2016 – Walnut Ridge Planning Module. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

	H. DISCUSS AND APPROVE RESOLUTION 2 OF 2016 REQUESTING AN RAAC GRANT

Paula Simmons, Recreation Director – This grant is through Allegheny County. North Fayette received $162,000 for their new rec center and we have applied for $250,000.00, which is the most we can apply for. 

			It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by MALOSH to approve Resolution 2 of 2016 requesting an RAAC Grant. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

	I. DISCUSS AND APPROVE RESOLUTION 3 OF 2016 – TOWNSHIP FEE SCHEDULE

Mr. Eggleston – This is something we update from time to time and most of the changes on this resolution have focused on the recreation fees. There were some other minor changes and this resolution will be available on the website.

Paula Simmons – We increased the alcohol permit and made a couple other changes. We also added a resident rate for the fields and noted that this does not apply to the Sf Athletic Association. This will help with the field maintenance. 

			It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by MALOSH to approve Resolution 3 of 2016 – Township Fee Schedule. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

	J. DISCUSS AND APPROVE RESOLUTION 4 – ATTORNEY’S FEES LAND DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Kamin – We pass along our fees for land development directly to the applicant. Some applicants have requested official authorization for that, even though it is authorized by the MPC, so we wanted to have an official resolution adopted by the board.

			It was moved by MALOSH and seconded by RODI to approve Resolution 4 of 2016 – Attorney’s Fees Land Development. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

	K. DISCUSS AND APPROVE F-03-16 NEWBURY PLAN OF LOTS 13TH REVISION, MAJOR SUBDIVISION PLAN, PRESTO-SYGAN ROAD, ZONED PED

Mike Benton – This is just to adjust the lot lines pertaining to the two proposed office buildings. They are doing that for the possible sale to the prospective tenants.

Eric Newhouse explained this further and discussed an easement that Newbury is requesting. 
			It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by MALOSH to approve F-03-16 Newbury Plan of Lots 13th Revision, Major Subdivision Plan, Presto-Sygan Road, Zoned PED and easement subject to final approval of staff and the township solicitor. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

	L. DISCUSS AND APPROVE CU-02-16 WILLOW D. PROPERTIES, CONDITIONAL USE, 540 MILLERS RUN ROAD, ZONED R-4	

Mike Benton – The owner is making significant improvements to the property including replacing the garage on the old foundation. It has two apartments on the second floor and since it has been vacant for some time, they need to renew the conditional use. 

			It was moved by MALOSH and seconded by RODI to approve CU-02-16 Willow D. Properties, Conditional Use, 540 Millers Run Road, Zoned R-4. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

	M. DISCUSS AND APPROVE F-02-16 WALNUT RIDGE PHASE 3, FINAL MAJOR SUBDIVISION PLAN, BATTLE RIDGE ROAD, ZONED R-1

Mike Benton – This is the third and final phase of the project. There is one issue that we are not in agreement with the applicant. They originally showed a right-of-way on the north end of the site for possible future connectivity. 

Ryan Eggleston – Except for the connectivity, everything else is in good order. This is the only item that we are not in agreement with the developers. 

Robert Galant, a representative of Walnut Ridge – What the township wants is a 50 foot blanket easement to put a road on what we have set aside for green space, a park. The road would run from the park to the land behind the development. It would be extremely expensive to build this road and the homeowners of Walnut Ridge purchased their lots with the understanding that they would have access to this park area. 

Pat Cooper – The property behind our development is not conducive to developing. The township is looking for connectivity and the feasibility is not there, we would be creating a road to nowhere. 

There was further discussion about this.

			It was moved by MALOSH and seconded by PITETTI to approve F-02-16 Walnut Ridge Phase 3, Final Major Subdivision Plan, Battle Ridge Road, Zoned R-1 as presented subject to the satisfaction of the conditions of the township engineer, not to include the right-of-way, and entering into an appropriate developer’s agreement and payment of the appropriate fees. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

	N. DISCUSS AND APPROVE F-14-15 PERISSOS CONSOLIDATION PLAN, MINOR SUBDIVISION, INTERSECTION OF MILLERS RUN ROAD AND STATE ROUTE 50, ZONED C-2

Mr. Eggleston – This is where the old Gray Stallion restaurant was, at the corner of Millers Run Road and Route 50. Staff is recommending approval.

			It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by MALOSH to approve Perissos Consolidation Plan, Minor Subdivision, Intersection of Millers Run Road and State Route 50, Zoned C-2. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

O. DISCUSS AND APPROVE F-16-15 BEACON 1, PRELIMINARY/FINAL LAND DEVELOPMENT/SITE PLAN, ABELE BUSINESS PARK, ZONED B-1

Ben Sabida, of Civil & Environmental Consultants – This is a 4-story office building with associated parking and amenities. 

Lynn Robb asked if there was any plan to widen Old Pond to help alleviate the traffic. Mike Benton told her, not on Old Pond but changes will be made to Hickory Grade Road.

James Scalo – We did have a traffic study done and would suggest employers stagger hours to try to help alleviate the rush hour traffic.	

P. DISCUSS AND APPROVE F-17-15 BEACON 2, PRELIMINARY/FINAL LAND DEVELOPMENT/SITE PLAN, ABELE BUSINESS PARK, ZONED B-1

Ben Sabida – This is also a 4-story, 80,000 square feet building.

Mike Benton – The only issue with Beacon 1 is the fact they have frontage and have a possible need for sidewalks. We are still working on this issue.

                       It was moved by MALOSH and seconded by RODI to approve F-16-15 Beacon 1, Preliminary/Final Land Development/Site Plan, Abele Business Park, Zoned B-1 and  F-17-15 Beacon 2, Preliminary/Final Land Development/Site Plan, Abele Business Park, Zoned B-1, subject to the recommendations of the township engineer and staff and entering into a developer’s agreement. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

Q. DISCUSS AND APPROVE F-18-15 PHASE IV AND PHASE VI LOT LINE REVISIONS NO. 2 (BEACON2), MINOR SUBDIVISION, ABELE BUSINESS PARK, ZONED B-1

			It was moved by MALOSH and seconded by RODI to approve F-18-15 Phase IV and Phase VI Lot Line Revisions No. 2 (Beacon 2), Minor Subdivision, Abele Business Park, Zoned B-1 subject to minor recommendations from Mike Benton and the Planning Commission. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

R. DISCUSS AND APPROVE ADVERTISING THE 2016 PAVING PROGRAM

Mr. Eggleston – This is a draft schedule for the 2016 paving program. This is the most up-to-date version of the paving program that is on the website.  We have three types of road in the township; local, neighborhood and collector as were delineated in the study. This year we are looking to devote as much as we can to “catch up”. We are doing an aggressive sealing program to help us move this program forward. 

Mike Benton read through the list of roads scheduled to have improvements done in 2016 either by public works or by a contractor.

			It was moved by MALOSH and seconded by RODI to approve the Advertising of the 2016 Paving Program. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

S. DISCUSS AND APPROVE A MOTION TO HOLD THE PLANNING COMMISSION MONTHLY MEETINGS THE THIRD THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT 7:00 PM STARTING IN MARCH 2016

Mr. Eggleston – The Planning Commission meetings  were previously scheduled for the fourth Thursday of the month, but timing for the submittals for the board work better if we move it to the third Thursday. This works for all of the members and we would advertise this change.

		It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by RODI to approve holding the Planning Commission monthly meetings the third Thursday of every month at 7:00 PM starting in March 2016. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

LIAISON REPORTS 

PITETTI – We covered everything from Parks & Rec on our agenda so I have nothing else to report.

RODI – I went to the SHACOG meeting, which was the first one of the year and I look forward to working with them. They look very organized and happy to have us. 

MANAGER’S REPORT

	A. UPDATE ON COMMUNITY DAY IN SOUTH FAYETTE

Mr. Eggleston – Thanks to Paula and Andrea’s work, we have a Community Day committee. Of the folks that applied, we selected three from the community. 

Paula Simmons – It is going to be held on August 27 at Fairview Park. It is the Saturday after school starts so the kids will be in school one week. We picked three enthusiastic community members to be on the committee.

Andrea Iglar – Tiffany Stocker, bank manager of the Brentwood Bank that will be opening in the Crossings at South Fayette, and two residents; Jennifer Crouse and Asmita Srieastava. There is a link on the website under “join us” for anyone who is interested in being a sponsor, vendor, or volunteer.

	B. UPDATE ON HEALTHY TRAILS

Mr. Eggleston – At our last meeting we were looking for community members to help with the healthy trails.

Mike Benton – We are having our next “healthy trails” meeting on February 29. We put together a draft mission statement and a draft vision statement explaining what the group is all about and the group’s goals. The framework of the group will continue to solidify over the next month or two. We are working towards connectivity in the township for pedestrians and bicyclists. Right now we are looking at small things, such as signage and road crossings, and we will continue to look for grants that will be available.

	C. SCHOOL MEETING FOLLOW UP

Mr. Eggleston – I requested to meet with a subcommittee of the school board and they discussed this at their January meeting, which Commissioner Malosh, Commissioner Rodi and I attended. They prefer to meet as a whole group at one of their public meetings.

Commissioner Horowitz – The purpose of us reaching out to them was to manage the growth in the township so the school will have a say. From what happened at that meeting and them not getting back to me just means they do not want to have that conversation right now and when they do, we will be here.

There was more discussion on this topic.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Mr. Kamin – As the board knows, we appealed a permit issued by the DEP for Range Resources. We received word that Range will be withdrawing its permit.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Our argument to Act 13 has been scheduled in the Pennsylvania Supreme Court for March 9, 2016 in Philadelphia. We will let you know how it goes. 

I do have one matter for Executive Session regarding the Aloe litigation.

PUBLIC COMMENT*

John Emerick – I don’t even know why we are discussing Charter Homes. In the letter they sent they said they could not get the stuff done in time to meet Aloes deadline. The gentleman from Charter Homes made a statement that if they don’t get this property, Aloe is probably going to drill on it. The reporter runs with this because everyone knows if you mention drilling, everyone freaks out. They just threw this out there to scare people. The school is not big enough to accommodate the kids from this development. 

Mr. Eggleston – I have a few personnel items to discuss in Executive Session that do not require action. I have one collective bargaining item to discuss and I have two potential property acquisition matters. None of which require action.

EXECUTIVE SESSION & ADJOURNMENT
	
			It was moved by PITETTI and seconded by RODI to adjourn to Executive Session, not to return. All members present voted AYE to the motion.

______________________________		_____________________________
Ryan Eggleston, Township Manager			Joseph Horowitz, President

_____________					_______________
Date							Date  
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