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Manager’s Message
Ryan T. Eggleston
South Fayette
Township is
named after
the Marquis
de Lafayette, a
French general
who served the
United States in
the American
Revolution.

“I had to write
you that I am at
Mount Vernon and
that I am reveling
in the happiness
of finding my
dear general
[Washington]
again. … [A]fter
breakfast the
general and I
chat together for
some time ... [and
discuss] the past,
the present, and
the future."
—Marquis de Lafayette,
in a letter to his wife,
Adrienne de Noailles de
Lafayette, Aug. 20, 1784

I

f you ever get a chance to visit the homestead of the greatest
American who ever lived, George Washington, at the lovely
Mount Vernon in Virginia, you will notice a special mention
of South Fayette Township’s namesake: Gilbert du Motier,
Marquis de Lafayette (1757-1834).
In the small home on the banks of the Potomac River, you’ll
find a bedroom named for Lafayette, who would sleep there
while visiting Washington. The Frenchman had served as righthand man to Washington during the American Revolution, our
country’s struggle for independence from Britain, and the two
men enjoyed a relationship likened to that of father and son.
On the eve of South Fayette Township’s 175th anniversary
(we were officially established March 16, 1842), what do we
know about Lafayette? He is dubbed the “Hero of the Two
Worlds.” He first met Washington in Philadelphia in August
1777 at the Continental Congress. He camped that cold, cold
winter with Washington and other revolutionary troops at
Valley Forge. For a lifetime, Lafayette corresponded by letter
with both Washington and Thomas Jefferson, and many of
these letters are well preserved today. Lafayette never actually
came to the township we now call home, even though we
bear his name. He did travel as close to us as Washington,
Pennsylvania, in 1825, revisiting America after having been back
home in France for many years.
Please join us this year as we celebrate our 175th
anniversary! We are commemorating the milestone throughout
2017 with special events, a time capsule, custom bricks, and
anniversary t-shirts, hats and chocolate bars. Learn the details
in this magazine issue and at www.southfayettepa.com/175.
You're invited to kick off the festivities at our birthday party
on Thurs. March 16, when Lafayette will make a special
appearance, and we can discuss the past, present and future of
South Fayette Township: A Community Growing Together!

Ryan
Ryan Eggleston, South Fayette Township Manager
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South Fayette
Shorts
The South Fayette Township
Commissioners on Feb. 15
surprised manager Ryan
Eggleston with a plaque
recognizing his professional
achievements.

Southern Beltway work set to
start in South Fayette
Bridge construction for the South Fayette
portion of the 13-mile Southern Beltway
is set to start this spring in the vicinity
of Route 50, between the farmer’s
market and the Allegheny/Washington
county line. The Pennsylvania Turnpike
Commission's toll highway will connect
Route 22 in Washington County to
Interstate 79, with a local connection at
Morganza Road. For details, visit
www.southfayettepa.com/roads or view
maps at the township office weekdays
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Township manager honored
for professional achievements
Ryan Eggleston, Township Manager
of South Fayette, has received the
prestigious title of Credentialed
Manager from the International City/
County Management Association
Voluntary Credentialing Program.
He is among 45 credentialed
managers in the state and only a
dozen in Western Pennsylvania.
The Board of Commissioners
surprised him with a plaque
recognizing his achievement during
their February meeting (pictured).
Joseph Horowitz, president of
the commissioners, thanked Mr.
Eggleston for a job well done.
"I am delighted to be here, and every
day is rewarding," Mr. Eggleston said.
With more than 10 years of local
government executive experience,
Mr. Eggleston has made significant
contributions to South Fayette and
other organizations, and this year
he serves on the Board of Directors
of the South West Communities
Chamber of Commerce.
“As a credentialed manager, every
year I will engage in continuing
education to ensure we’re up to
date on the best practices in local
government,” Mr. Eggleston said. “This
will help South Fayette Township
deliver efficient, effective services and
amenities for the benefit of residents
and businesses, now and in the
future.”
ICMA, with nearly 10,000 members,
promotes excellence in local
government in 27 countries.
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Sign up for emergency alerts

State senator’s offices relocate
State Sen. Guy Reschenthaler has
relocated his two district offices. The
new locations are 100 Broughton Road
in Bethel Park (412-831-0250) and 5996
Steubenville Pike in Robinson (412-7882967). The Mt. Lebanon and Moon offices
have closed. Residents may make an
appointment to meet a district office staff
member in South Fayette Township by
calling 412-831-0250.

South Fayette students win first
place for project on opioid abuse
South Fayette High School students
Matthew Detar, Michael Kuglar, Josh
Milteer, Christopher Rodi and Ashumi
Rokadia won first place in the Governor’s
Regional STEM Challenge in February for
their project on the prevention of opioid
abuse. South Fayette Township police
Sgt. Jeff Sgro, the school resource officer,
supported the effort. The students used
science, technology, engineering and
math (STEM) skills for the project. They
will advance to a statewide competition,
under direction of teacher Jim Hausman.

Want to know when a road is closed or
the power is out? Need to know what to
do in case of a serious emergency? Sign
up to receive emergency alerts by email
or text message by visiting
www.southfayettepa.com/notifyme.
You also can choose to get news, events,
meeting agendas and more.

ALCOSAN offers help with
sewage bills
The Allegheny County Sanitary Authority,
in conjunction with the Municipal
Authority of the Township of South
Fayette, offers a $30 sewage bill credit
every three months to residential
customers who meet certain federal lowincome guidelines. For details, go to the
ALCOSAN Clean Water Assistance Fund
information at www.matsf.net or call
412-257-5100.

Free weekly newspaper offered
in South Fayette
The Almanac, a weekly newspaper
covering the South Hills, has begun free
home delivery in South Fayette Township.
To sign up, visit www.thealmanac.net/
startitup or call 724-949-1208. Copies
also are available at the South Fayette
Township office and library, 515 Millers
Run Road.

Eagle Scouts recognized
Cory J. Supan, left, and Noah V.
Magdich of Oakdale Boy Scout
Troop 248 have earned the highest
attainable rank of Eagle Scout.
Joseph Horowitz, president of the
South Fayette Township Board of
Commissioners, recognized the South
Fayette High School students Feb. 15.
Cory, the son of Kelli and Bill Supan,
installed a walkway and 20 seats, plus
planted flowers, at the flagpole in
South Fayette's Fairview Park.
Noah, the son of Nicole and Jason
Magdich, funded a bulletproof vest for
a police dog in Scott Township and
upgraded the climate control system
in the K-9 patrol vehicle.

Meet ...

South Fayette police address opioid epidemic

John Leininger

Tools include first aid, education and drug collection
By Andrea Iglar
Despite its status as a safe community, South Fayette unfortunately is not immune to the
nationwide rise in the use of opioids, including heroin and prescription painkillers.
The South Fayette Township Police Department is working to address this public
health and safety risk through a combination of efforts.
“Increasing public awareness of this difficult and sometimes uncomfortable issue will
help the community recognize the problem, discuss it and ultimately overcome it,” Police
Chief John Phoennik said.

First Aid

In January, South Fayette officers responded to five opiate overdoses, in which one person
died and the others recovered due to successful administration of naloxone, commonly
known by the trade name Narcan.
The medication reverses the effects of narcotic overdoses, whether the drug was
ingested intentionally or accidentally (for example, if a child swallows a prescription pill).
All South Fayette officers are certified to administer the nasal form of Narcan, and all
police vehicles are equipped with Narcan kits thanks to an arrangement with SouthBridge
Emergency Medical Service and St. Clair Hospital.
“Our ability to respond quickly is a potential lifesaver,” Chief Phoennik said.

Medication Disposal Box

The South Fayette police department has partnered with the Allegheny County District
Attorney’s Office to provide a Drug Takeback Box with the aim of reducing access to drugs
that could lead to misuse or abuse.
Citizens can anonymously deposit expired or unwanted prescriptions and over-thecounter medications (in original containers or sealed plastic bags) into a secured blue box
located in the police station lobby, 515 Millers Run Road, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.

Youth Education

Education is key to fighting the opioid epidemic, Chief Phoennik said.
Police have worked with the South Fayette School District to educate students on the
dangers of drug and alcohol abuse, both through the D.A.R.E. program for the past 30 years
and most recently through Project Pride, which teaches kids about decision making, peer
pressure and other topics.
Chief Phoennik said the most important education comes from home: “It is the
responsibility of parents to educate and inform their children about these dangers."
Call 9-1-1 for all emergencies or situations that require immediate police attention.

How Do I ... Celebrate our 175th?
South Fayette Township was established on March 16, 1842 and
marks its 175th anniversary in 2017. Here's how to celebrate 175 years
of history and progress during our birthday year.

1
2

Buy-a-Brick! Preserve your custom
message and help build a playground.
The goal is 175 bricks for 175 years.
Visit southfayettepa.com/bricks.

4
5

3

S

Attend the 175th Birthday Bash on
Thurs. March 16 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at
the Fairview VFD Sunset Room, 3226
Washington Pike. It's free family fun!

Share memories and photos for a time
capsule to be buried in the fall. Go to
southfayettepa.com/memories.

Purchase a souvenir 175th T-shirt, hat
or chocolate bar. Part of the proceeds
will be donated to the Historical
Society of South Fayette Township.
Learn local history at the 175th
Anniversary Historical Series the 2nd
Tuesdays of June, July and August.
Plus, see southfayettepa.com/history.
tay updated at
southfayettepa.com/175
or call 412-221-8700.

A

rmy veteran John Leininger
is a sergeant with the South
Fayette Township Police
Department, where he has been
an officer for nearly 10 years. He
serves as the department's firearms
instructor, ensuring all officers are
trained and qualified twice a year
in the appropriate, responsible use
of weapons. He also teaches police
officers and civilians how to respond
if faced with an active shooter
situation.
First Job: Dishwasher at a restaurant
First Car: 1979 Ford F-150
Favorite TV Show: The Walking
Dead
Hobbies: Hunting, fishing and
spending time with family
Military Experience: More than
three years as a paratrooper in the
U.S. Army's 82nd Airborne Division,
including a year in Afghanistan. The
division marks it 100th anniversary
this year.
Best Quality of South Fayette:
"Our crime rate is low here, and
we take pride in that. It's a safe
community."
Little known fact about John:
He is completing one college
class per semester toward earning
an associate degree in criminal
justice. His studies had begun after
graduating from West Allegheny
High School but were interrupted
when he joined the Army at age 19.
— Andrea Iglar
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South Fayette
Around the Township

New Lions Club to
serve South Fayette
The newly formed Bridgeville Greater
Area Lions held a charter dinner in
January to celebrate the start of a
club serving South Fayette, Collier,
Bridgeville, Heidelberg and Scott.
About 75 people attended the event at
the Alpine Hunting and Fishing Club
in South Fayette.
The club accepted its official charter
from Lions International, and members
elected their officers: Jeanine Adams,
president; Bill Wensyel, secretary;
Joseph Meliton, treasurer; and Frank
DeLuca, membership chair.
Lions provide community services
related to vision, hunger, youth, the
environment, disaster relief and more.
Lions Club International, founded in
1917 and celebrating its centennial,
is one of the largest service club
organizations in the world, with 46,000
clubs and 1.4 million volunteers across
the globe.
Details: Bill Wensyel, 412-496-7656 or
1987wens@gmail.com.
—Andrea Iglar
Lions district
governor Rich Keller,
left, presents the
charter to president
Jeanine Adams.
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New members of the South Fayette Township Department of Public Works are, from left, Jack Clark,
Ryan Tropeck and John Selva.

New faces join Public Works
South Fayette Township Public Works welcomes three new faces to replace retiring
employees, and the department plans to hire an additional crew member this spring.
Jack Clark has joined the township as a mechanic to take over for Skip Bauer, who is
set to retire April 1.
Mr. Clark formerly was a diesel mechanic with the Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation for nine years.
Ryan Tropeck and John Selva, both South Fayette residents, have been hired as truck
driver/laborers, filling vacancies left by retirees John Ballo and Ernie Nutbrown.
Dan Dernosek, a 20-year Public Works employee, has been promoted to foreman, a
position previously held by Mr. Nutbrown.
Public Works handles road repairs, snow plowing, park maintenance, facility upkeep
and other tasks.
The 2017 budget includes funding to add a full-time truck driver/laborer so that by
summer, the department will include 16 employees (13 crew members plus the foreman,
superintendent and director).
To receive an email or text message when job openings are posted, sign up for notifications
at www.southfayettepa.com/notifyme.
—Andrea Iglar

Diamond Sponsor - Egg Drop - Thank you!

Road improvements planned for 2017
By Andrea Iglar
For the second year in a row, South Fayette Township is set to spend more than $1 million to repair and upgrade roads.
Plans for 2017 include improvements to more than nine miles of roadway, plus new asphalt installation in Fairview Park and at the
new athletic fields being built off Seminary Avenue.
Most work involves sealing and applying Grip-Tight asphalt emulsion, with some base repair as needed. Up to 120 storm inlets also
will be repaired. One mill of township property taxes is dedicated to funding annual road repairs.
The road plan is based on a consulting firm’s 2015 study that assessed, classified, prioritized and rated all 70-plus miles of townshipowned roadway. (See the study at www.southfayettepa.com/roads.) Target roads are spread throughout the township. Types include
local, neighborhood and collector roads.
Some projects will be awarded to a contractor through the advertised bidding process, and others will be completed by township
Public Works crews. Depending on the bid results, some work possibly also could occur in Hunting Ridge and the Dutch Hill Road area.
Work is planned on the following roads this year:

Neighborhood Roads
Battle Ridge Estates
• Rutherglen Drive
• Grail Hill Court
• Tiporary Court
• Old Fayette Trail
• Crab Orchard Court
• Turnberry Lane

Valley View
• Valley View Drive
• Apple Blossom Drive
• Apple Ridge Road
Wood Creek
• Woodcreek Drive
• Birch Court
• Maple Court

Local Roads
•
•
•
•
•

Coal Pit Run Road
Sunset Lane
Bowman Road (partial)
Cecil-Reissing R0ad (partial)
Cecil-Sturgeon R0ad (partial)

Cannongate
• Winchester Drive
• Battery Drive North
• Battery Drive South
• Stuart Circle
• Cannongate Drive
• Lee Circle
• Grant Circle
• Sherman Circle
• Jackson Circle

Oakdale Area
• Myrtle Street
• Hudson Street
• Clyde Street
• Anderson Avenue
• Martha Street
Other
•
•
•

Ridgeview Drive
Woodbridge Drive
Pine Creek Drive

Diamond Sponsor - Earth Cleanup Day - Thank you!

NICE WORK.

Collector (Main) Roads
•
•

Cemetery Hill
Hickory Grade (from Alpine Road to county line)

Abele Business Park
• Old Pond Road
• Abele Road
• Emerson Lane

Gold Sponsor - Egg Drop - Thank you!

PAT COOPER, P.E., P.L.S. Project Manager
It’s what we do. No need for ﬁreworks. Just know we’ve been doing it
since 1880. If you look around Pittsburgh, chances are you’re looking at
us. And what exceptional project management can do.

A

F U L L - S E R V I C E

C I V I L

E N G I N E E R I N G

F I R M

412.921.4030 GatewayEngineers.com
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Stacy and Drew Hurt, along
with sons Griffin, 13, and
Emmett, 11 (center),
celebrate the opening of
The Watson Institute in
South Fayette Township.
(Photo by Andrea Iglar)

Support system helps
mother of disabled child
overcome colon cancer
Stacy Hurt felt shocked when she was
diagnosed with colon cancer on her
birthday, September 17, 2014.
The South Fayette Township
resident had noticed symptoms but
delayed a doctor’s visit because she was
busy with her job and family—including
a disabled child, Emmett. Plus, she was
a health-conscious, athletic non-smoker
below the usual diagnosis age.
“I was diagnosed with stage-four
colorectal cancer at age 44 with no
known risk factors or family history,”
she said.
Finally, a colonoscopy and
subsequent scan revealed a large rectal
tumor, plus cancer in other spots.
Treatment included chemotherapy,
radiation and surgery.
Ms. Hurt fought, and in March
2016, doctors declared she had no
evidence of the disease. She will
continue maintenance chemotherapy
every 3 weeks for the rest of her life.
She credits her faith, family, friends,
exercise, positive attitude and medical
treatment for her recovery.
“I am enormously blessed to have a
support system who helps me, when the
last thing I want to do is ask for help,"
she says.
Ms. Hurt now advocates for people
with disabilities and works to raise
awareness and funds related to cancer.
Colon cancer, the third most
commonly diagnosed cancer, is
preventable, treatable and beatable
when caught early.
Screening guidelines recommend a
colonoscopy at age 50, plus exercise and
nutrition for prevention.
Visit www.stacyhurt.net for details.
—Andrea Iglar
6 | www.southfayettepa.com

Special
needs met
close to
home

Family celebrates opening of The
Watson Institute in South Fayette

By Andrea Iglar

A new branch of the special education
school The Watson Institute opened in
January in South Fayette Township, and
Stacy Hurt couldn’t be more pleased.
Her 11-year-old son, Emmett,
transferred from the Sewickley branch to
the new Education Center South, only 10
minutes from her home in South Fayette.
“To know he’s just a stone’s throw away
fills my heart with joy and comfort,” she
told a crowd at the Jan. 18 ribbon cutting
that included township commissioners and
staff, U.S. Rep. Tim Murphy, and various
educators, students and supporters.
Ms. Hurt has been battling colorectal
cancer since 2014, quite the challenge when
paired with raising a disabled child (see
sidebar story).
“It meant so much to know the
community that I lived in was dedicated to
the needs of children like Emmett," she said.
"I am so proud to live in South Fayette.”
Emmett is one of three known
individuals worldwide with a chromosomal

abnormality so rare it has no name. Doctors
had predicted Emmett would never walk
independently, communicate or interact
like his peers.
But since Emmett started at Watson
Institute in 2008, he has begun walking
with assistance, interacting more with
people and listening to music.
Watson provides programs and
support for children with autism spectrum
disorders, cerebral palsy, neurological
impairments, developmental delays and
serious emotional/behavioral challenges.
Watson marks its 100th anniversary
this year, and Watson CEO Barry W.
Bohn said, “I can’t think of a better way to
celebrate than to open this new building."
The $21 million, 47,000-square-foot
facility was built on 18 acres at 230 Hickory
Grade Road, near the South Fayette/
Bridgeville interchange of Interstate 79.
It is the private school's fourth location in
Allegheny County.
The building has the capacity to serve
112 students ages 3 to 21, and may expand
later. It opened with 76 students enrolled
from 30 school districts.
A total of 75 districts, including
South Fayette, work with Watson. An
Individualized Education Program (IEP)
team of parents, therapists and school
representatives make the decision to send a
student to Watson, with tuition paid by the
school district and the state.
For details, visit www.thewatsoninstitute.org or call
412-741-1800.
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Ellen Siciliano, right, displays her painting
"Sunshine & Rainbow" at The Barber Institute
Art Show in South Fayette Township. Andrea
Gaines (below) sits next to her painting of
butterflies, "Summer," which was chosen for
Barber's regional art show in Erie. She holds
"Flower Power," completed in collaboration
with another artist, Devan Lindsay.

By
ea
An dr
Iglar

Painting provides creative
outlet for adults with
developmental disabilities

E

llen Siciliano proudly displayed her painting
“Sunshine & Rainbow” at the Barber National
Institute Art Show in South Fayette Township in
February.
The second annual show featured work from 100 adults
with developmental disabilities who participate the Barber Adult
Day Services program. Ms. Siciliano said she’d spent a day creating
her colorful work using a paintbrush and sticks.
The art program offers participants sensory stimulation, social
interaction and alternatives to using verbal expression, director
Thad Jackman said. “It gives them a nice creative outlet."
The clients’ families, Allegheny County support coordinators,
state representatives, and others were invited to attend the show
and bid on the paintings, with proceeds going to the artists.
Many paintings were produced by individuals, while some
larger works were completed by groups. Top paintings were chosen
to be sent to a larger art show at Barber’s main campus in Erie.
Some artists, such as Ms. Siciliano, live in one of Barber’s
six group homes in the South Hills, while others live with their
families and participate in activities such as art and music classes,
computer training, educational trips and exercise groups.
The Pittsburgh regional office—located in South Fayette for
about 11 years—serves about 200 adults and their families through

day services, residential services and community activities. The aim
is to help participants develop daily living, social and job skills in
order to foster greater independence and community involvement.
The Barber National Institute, founded in 1952, provides
educational, vocational, residential and behavioral health services
across the state to more than 4,200 children and adults with
intellectual disabilities and behavioral health challenges.
The South Fayette office is located at 20 Emerson Lane, Suite 905, in
Abele Business Park. Details: www.barberinstitute.org or 412-220-6030.

Gold Sponsors - Egg Drop - Thank you!
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Star City demolition
reveals anatomy of a
movie theater

Photo
essay
by
Andrea
Iglar

Falling Star

Claws of demolition machines gnawed at the massive Star City Cinemas in South Fayette
Township this winter and revealed the bones and muscles of the vacant 14-screen
movie theater. Amid ruins were the bright reds, purples and yellows of walls, curtains
and carpeting, plus 41/2-foot stars that once hung from the facade high above the
sidewalk. The biggest surprise? Under a layer of concrete, workers uncovered a slew of
styrofoam that was molded into stadium seating tiers and held together with silver plates
resembling snowflakes. Star City had shown first-run films from 2000 to 2005, and then
operated as a bargain theater from 2006 to 2008, before closing permanently. Commercial
redevelopment of the 8-acre site at Interstate 79 eventually will replace the fallen Star City.

Now Showing

8 | www.southfayettepa.com

projection booth

Cliffhanger

Curtain Call

Be Our Guest, Be Our Guest
Put Our Service to the Test

Red
star
carpet

styrofoam &
Gripper plate

stadium seating
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175 YEARS OF HISTORY & PROGRESS

Farm
on
the
Pike

Dale E. Turzak, a regular customer at Portman's Farm
Market, presents the owner, Portman descendant
Beth, with artwork he created of the landmark green
barn that today houses a deli and bakery.

Memories and photos
cultivate history of
Washington Pike
farmland
By Andrea Iglar

Y

ou know that big, green barn?
If you regularly travel on Washington Pike in South Fayette Township, you've probably noticed
the colorful landmark that today houses Portman’s Farm Market. The former dairy barn
turned deli and bakery provides a hint of the farming history behind the barn. For more than
a century, farmers conjured crops and put cows out to pasture on more than 100 acres that
today are home to Lakemont Farms and Portman’s Country Commons. We can trace some of
this history, thanks to family photos and stories shared through the generations.

Children in the Farmhouse

Nicholas Jarina, a lifelong South Fayette Township resident, treasures century-old family photographs that hang in the den of his Boyce
Road home.
“These are my ancestors, and I feel they’re part of me, so it’s very important for me to have those [photos] displayed,” Mr. Jarina says.
“I want to share them with everyone.”
One photo, circa 1905, shows a bearded farmer, Josh Richardson, along with Mr. Jarina’s great-grandmother Cora Bucher, his greataunt Grace (born 1894) and his grandfather Joseph (born 1899 and about six years old in the photo).
The group sits on the porch steps of a farmhouse that still stands along Washington Pike, between modern-day Giant Eagle and
Portman’s Farm Market.
Mr. Jarina is fortunate to know some of the story behind his pictures, thanks to a close relationship with his grandfather, who had
helped raise him.
“We were best friends, my granddad and I, so he told me all his stories,” he says.
It was 1900 when Cora Bucher (pronounced “booker”) found opportunity in South Fayette. She lived in the East Liberty neighborhood
10 | www.southfayettepa.com
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on top of the milk that you could skim it off and enjoy it in your
of Pittsburgh until her husband, Joe, suddenly died of a ruptured
coffee, Beth recalls.
appendix. Seeking an income to support her daughter and son, she
In the early 1960s, Portman’s youngest son, Leo, moved the
answered a newspaper ad to work as a housekeeper for Richardson,
business away from dairy
who rented the farmland
farming and instead focused
from a Pittsburgh
mercantile company.
on corn, pumpkins, fruit and
The way Mr.
other crops. The land was
Jarina tells it, his greatfertile thanks to the cows
grandmother wasn’t
that had inhabited the land
sure Richardson would
for years, Beth says.
accept her family living
During this period,
in the farmhouse, but the
the green cow barn was
gentleman’s response was
converted into a farm
that the farm was a great
market for fresh fruit and
place for young children.
vegetables.
So Bucher accepted the job.
Beth says that in the
Mr. Jarina recalls his
early 1970s, her father,
grandfather’s tale about the
Norman, added a bakery
farmer sending him out to
to the market, part of
plant pumpkin seeds. The
his progressive efforts to
boy didn’t want to, so he
expand offerings beyond
threw the seeds into a rock
traditional produce: “He was
pile. They later sprouted,
a visionary."
and he was caught.
Homes and Shops
“His mother gave him
Eventually, the Portman
a good shellacking for
Circa 1905, farmer Josh Richardson sits for a portrait on the steps of a South Fayette Township family sold most of the
that,” he laughs.
farmland to a housing
Mr. Jarina has observed farmhouse, along with Nicholas Jarina's great-grandmother Cora Bucher (back), his greatdeveloper, and the Lakemont
aunt Grace (left) and his grandfather Joseph as a boy. Below, the farmer and a horse stand in
in the photo that young
Farms neighborhood was
front of the barn. (Photos courtesy of Nicholas Jarina)
Joseph, barefoot, looks
built from 1989 to 1998.
like he just came in from
Leo
retired,
and
Beth’s
parents took over the
playing in the fields. The boy appears to be fond of
business.
In
the
late
1990s,
Norman
built Portman’s
the farmer, sitting close to him as one might sit near
Country
Commons,
a
quaint
shopping
plaza
a father figure.
for
small,
independent
businesses
that
includes
The story resonates with Mr. Jarina, whose own
the barn’s Portman’s Farm Market, which serves
father, Peter, died in 1956 when he was four years old.
sandwiches, soups, pies and deli foods.
His grandparents Ruth and Joseph (who by then was
The landmark—painted green for as long as
a blacksmith at the now-defunct Koppers chemical
Beth
can remember—still captures the imagination
plant in South Fayette) responded by moving in with
of
loyal
customers. Dale E. Turzak of Cecil, known
his mother, Elizabeth, to help raise him.
affectionately
among employees as “Monday
It’s clear that Mr. Jarina was fond of his grandfather, perhaps as
Morning
Dale,”
stopped
into
the store in February and surprised
his grandfather had been fond of the farmer.
Beth
with
fused-glass
artwork
he made depicting the famous barn.
The Buchers lived on the farm until Richardson's death in 1909.
The history continues.

Cows and Crops

The Heyward family (alternately spelled Hayward) moved from
Green Tree to South Fayette sometime in the 1920s and operated
a dairy farm on the same farmland, according to the Historical
Society of South Fayette Township.
In 1932, Joseph A. Portman assumed ownership of more than
100 acres of the land for his own dairy farm. The profession was a
family tradition; his father, Peter Portman, had been a dairy farmer
who migrated from Switzerland.
Joseph Portman’s operation formerly had been located in
Whiskey Run Hollow in Green Tree, an area associated with the
Whiskey Rebellion, according to Portman’s granddaughter, Beth,
who owns and operates today’s Portman’s Farm Market.
Beth’s mother, Anna, was one of Portman’s 11 children.
The Portman dairy farm delivered milk to local homes and
was known for its “cream line”—a layer of cream that laid so thick

This 1987 aerial photo
shows Portman's Farm
prior to the development
of homes and businesses.
The landmark green
barn is at the bottom,
along Washington
Pike. The two ponds
are located in today's
Lakemont Farms
neighborhood. The green
space to the left is now
Giant Eagle.
(Photo courtesy of
Portman's Farm Market)
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175 YEARS OF HISTORY & PROGRESS

By Sara Iagnemma

1842

South Fayette
Township's
founding year was
eventful around
the globe

The year 1842 was momentous for South Fayette Township, officially established March 16. Even outside this community, 1842 was
an eventful year around the world. From child labor laws to California gold, here are a dozen intriguing events from 175 years ago.

1

One of the United States’ first laws
aimed at discouraging child labor
was passed in 1842. The Mines Act
banned children under the age of 10 from
working coal mines—a victory for child
welfare.

2

The University of Notre Dame
traces its roots to 1842, when
French priest Edward Sorin and
companions took possession of 524
acres in Indiana. Father Sorin named it
“L’Universitè de Notre Dame du Lac,”
French for "The University of Our Lady
of the Lake." Despite a fire burning down
the university’s main building in 1879, the
structure was rebuilt by 300 workers over
a single summer.

3
4

In 1842, U.S. President John
Tyler recognized Hawaiian
independence. However, Hawaii
became a U.S. territory in 1898 and was
granted statehood in 1959.
Pittsburgh's population was
approaching 22,000 in 1842,
making it the 17th largest urban
area in the U.S. Today's city population is
about 305,000—making it the 63rd most
populous.

5
6

"The Illustrated London News"
was founded in 1842. It was the
world’s first illustrated weekly
news magazine.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, American
writer and philosopher, first
delivered his essay "The
Transcendentalist" in the form of a lecture
in 1842, the same year he became editor
of "The Dial," a New England journal.
Emerson influenced other writers,
especially "Walden" author Henry David
Thoreau. Emerson's essay "Self-Reliance"
contains one of his most famous lines—
"Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that
iron string."
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7
8
9

Gold was unearthed in the Rancho
San Francisco land grant in 1842,
the first authenticated case of gold
discovery in California—six years before
the California Gold Rush officially started.

In 1842, U.S. President John Tyler’s
daughter, Elizabeth Tyler, married
attorney William Waller in the
White House.

The first American patent for
a sewing machine was issued
to John Greenough on Feb. 21,
1842. The patent model is housed in
the Smithsonian's National Museum of
American History.

10

The
WebsterAshburton
Treaty, signed
Aug. 9, 1842, settled
land disputes in the
Great Lakes area,
determining today’s
border with Canada.
The treaty also settled
the matter of Alexander
McLeod, a British
soldier arrested in New
York after bragging
about the capture of
a rogue ship on the
Niagara River. McLeod
was acquitted.

11

The Treaty
of Nanjing
ended the
first Opium War in
China on Aug. 29,
1842, after more than
three years of fighting
with Britain. The treaty
heavily favored the
British, who had gained
control of Hong Kong.

12

Darwin published his
book "The Structure and
Distribution of Coral Reefs"
in 1842. The work was drawn from his
voyage on the ship HMS Beagle in
the 1830s. Darwin's work in biology
would prove groundbreaking, despite
prior setbacks such as dropping out of
medical school due to his disgust of the
sight of blood (even though he'd been
an apprentice in his father's medical
practice).
Sara Iagnemma is a sophomore at South Fayette High
School.

SOUTH FAYETTE TOWNSHIP

1842 - 2017

Diamond Sponsors - 175th Birthday Bash - Thank you!
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Block
Party

South Fayette
Library

Library Leaders
Ben Hornfeck has been appointed the
interim director, and Erin Weaver the
interim assistant director, of the South
Fayette Township Library and the
Bridgeville Public Library.
The duo were appointed to the
leadership posts in January, following
the resignation of Cheryl Napsha.
Mr. Hornfeck, who began working
for the libraries in 2015, holds a
master’s degree in education with a
reading specialist certification, plus
a bachelor’s in library science and
elementary education.
He plans to continue enhancing
connections between the libraries and
expanding programming.
“I think of the library as not just
a place to pick up books, but as a
community gathering area,” he said.
Ms. Weaver has been the
Bridgeville circulation supervisor since
May 2016. She holds a master’s degree
in library science and has worked in
libraries for seven years.
Since 2013, the South Fayette
library has managed the Bridgeville
library in order to share resources.
—Andrea Iglar

By Andrea Iglar

It’s a block party when children get together
for the Wee Build Construction Club at the
South Fayette Township Library.
From 10:30 a.m. to noon every Friday
through May, toddlers, preschoolers and
young schoolchildren are invited to stop
in and play with nearly 20 sets of building
blocks of various colors, shapes, sizes and
materials.
The program is free. Children under
age 6 must be accompanied by an adult.
Nicole Harding, the library’s Youth
Services Coordinator, said the children feel
proud when they successfully complete
a building project and often call, “Miss
Nicole! Come look!”
“My favorite is when they get together
and build something, or they do a mash-up
of the different materials,” Ms. Harding
said.
One day, she said, three kids decided
to build “The Polar Express.” As a team,
they used waffle blocks to form railroad
tracks, connected toy train cars and enlisted
animal-shaped blocks as passengers.
Alicia McKoy, whose two-year-old
daughter, Mona, attends Wee Build, said
she likes that adults provide input and supervision while also giving children the freedom
to play and engage with their peers.
“They do need to have opportunities to be creative and do a lot of things on their own,
independently,” Ms. McKoy said.
The building blocks were provided by the State Library of Pennsylvania’s Bureau of
Library Development, part of the state Department of Education, via federal funding.
According to state library officials, playing is a productive pastime, and research
shows that play helps children develop social-emotional skills (cooperation, selfconfidence, initiative); physical development (eye-hand coordination, hand manipulation);
mathematics (shape, classification, order, size, space); science (gravity, weight, balance,
trial and error); language arts (exchange of ideas and telling stories about what they are
building); and art (patterns, symmetry).
In addition to Friday block parties, a block set is available for use during regular library
hours. For details, call 412-257-8660 or visit www.southfayettelibrary.org.

Sophia Killen Balisterire, 4
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Construction toys help tots
build confidence and skills

Mona McKoy, 2

Peter Berg, 3

SPRING@Library

The South Fayette Township Library, 515 Millers Run Road, hosts a variety of programs for children, young adults and adults. Register
at www.southfayettelibrary.org under “Events” or call the library at 412-257-8660. Programs are free and held in the library/township
building unless otherwise noted. Here are upcoming highlights:

Youth

Adult

Artful Stories (Grades 3 – 5)
Weds. March 15, 6:30 p.m.
Learn about the personal history, influences and techniques of
artist Henri Matisse, and make cut paper artwork in his style.

National Nutrition Month: “Put Your Best Fork Forward”
Weds. March 29, 7 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.
Local dietitian and Live Well South Fayette Township partner
Lindsay R. Schmitz, MS, RD, LDN, discusses good nutrition.

Engineer Girls Save the World (Grades 5 – 9)
Sat. March 25, Noon to 4 p.m.
The Society of Women Engineers offers this creative, hands-on
program for girls.

Meet the Author: Theresa Brown
Thurs. March 30, 7 p.m.- 8:15 p.m.
Meet Theresa Brown, author of “The
Shift: One Nurse, Twelve Hours, Four
Patients’ Lives.” Book signing follows.

American Girl Spring Tea Party
Fri. April 14, 1 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Bring your American Girl doll, or borrow one from the library.
Junior Conservation Workshop Series (Grades 4 – 7)
Saturdays April 8, 22, 29 & May 6, 1 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Learn about wetlands and watersheds with hands-on activities
and fun field trips with the South Fayette Conservation Group.

Spring Floral Centerpieces
Tues. April 11, 7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Make a beautiful spring centerpiece
using live flowers. Cost is $15; pay at the
library before April 6.
Civil War History: Day-by-Day with the 123rd PA Volunteers
Weds. April 12, 7 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.
South Fayette author Christopher George shares the unique
story of the 123d Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, a Civil War
regiment from Allegheny County that served in the Army of the
Potomac. Book signing follows.
Chalk Paint Mason Jar Pinterest Project
Thurs. April 13, 7 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Paint three Mason jars to use as vases or decorations. Cost is
$5; pay at the library by April 6.

Children created
Valentines and crafts
during a South Fayette
Township Library
program hosted by youth
services librarian Molly
Tinkerhess. Clockwise
from top left: Safina
Khilji, 8; Camille Berg, 9;
Jasim Khilji, 6, with Ms.
Tinkerhess; and Gina
Brunetti, 8. (Photos by
Andrea Iglar)

Learning to Stress Less
Tues. April 25, 7 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Stacie Sebastian from Calm Water Counseling offers useful tips
for feeling less stressed in our daily lives.
Columbian Cooking Demonstration
Sat. April 29, 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
South Fayette residents Angela Nova and Linda Munoz show
how to make chicken and cheese arepa, ahogao (a sauce with
tomatoes and onions), avena (a drink with oats) and natilla (a
solid pudding with brown sugar). Plenty of sampling follows.
Cost is $5; pay at the library by April 21.
Indian Cooking Demonstration
Sat. May 6, 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
South Fayette resident Swapna Roni returns to teach us how
to make Rashmi kebab (chicken breasts), a vegetable paulav
(rice), egg curry (boiled eggs in a sauce) and a dessert. Plenty of
sampling follows. Cost is $5; pay at the library by April 28.

Movie Matinées are back!
Every Friday at 1 p.m., starting April 7 (except April 14)
Weekly film selections are announced on the library website.
No registration necessary; just drop in for a good flick!
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South Fayette
Senior Citizens

Love Blooms

Members of the South Fayette Area Senior Citizens Association
created flower arrangements for Valentine's Day during a
South Fayette Township Library program organized by Sarah
Grebinoski, adult programming coordinator. Left, Janet Johnson
adds color to her bouquet. Below, the group displays their
creations; back row, from left: Shirley Petrillo, Joyce Bartolomeo,
Ms. Grebinoski, Hilda Blatz, Ms. Johnson and association
president Margie Smith. Front row, from left: Mary Gates,
Marlene Hoffman and Renee McEwen.

Help offered with tax rebates
The office of State Rep. Jason Ortitay is offering free assistance
with the Property Tax or Rent Rebate Program, which benefits
Pennsylvania property owners and renters age 65 and older;
widows and widowers age 50 and older; and people with
disabilities age 18 and older.
Eligible property owner income must be under $35,000, or
renter income must be less than $15,000, in 2016. Applicants
can exclude half of their Social Security income from the
calculation.
Deadline to apply for a rebate on property taxes or rent paid
in 2016 is June 30, 2017.
Call 412-221-5110 to set up an appointment at Rep. Ortitay's
South Fayette district office, 300 Old Pond Road, Suite 205-A
in Abele Business Park. Office staff will specify what forms you
must bring for your application.

Gold Sponsor - Egg Drop - Thank you!

FULL MEDICAL TEAM
MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
8-8 EVERY DAY

medexpress.com

BRIDGEVILLE | Washington Pike | Opposite GetGo
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Getting in Shape!

Children ages 3-5 learned
about shapes in Miss Judy's
fun Math Mites program at
the South Fayette Township
Library. Clockwise from
right: Nathan Doane,
4, and Guerin Bourg, 2;
Vincent Urso, 3; and Olivia
Pietropaolo, 4. (Photos by
Andrea Iglar)

Platinum Sponsor - 175th Birthday Bash - Thank you!
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South Fayette Township

Trash & Recycling
Curbside Collection is Thursday

SouthFayettePA.com

South Fayette Township contracts with Waste Management for curbside
collection of garbage and mixed, single-bin recycling at homes with four
or fewer units. Please do NOT bag your recycling. Pickup day is Thursday
unless otherwise noted. Garbage is collected weekly. Recycling is collected
every 2 weeks. Place bins at the curb the night before.

April

May
6

Trash Collection

4
Trash Collection

13
Trash Collection
Recycling

Trash Collection
Recycling

Trash Collection
FRIDAY
(1-day delay due
to Memorial Day)

8
Trash Collection
Recycling

18
Trash Collection

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship
twitter.com/SouthFayetteTwp

South Fayette Township Administration
515 Millers Run Road, South Fayette PA 15064
Phone: 412-221-8700

2

11

20
Trash Collection

June

Sign up for “Notify Me”
to get news & alerts by email or text

15
Trash Collection

Ryan Eggleston, Township Manager
Peggy Patterson, Executive Assistant, ext. 10
Paula Simmons, Parks & Recreation Director, ext. 17
Mike Benton, Director of Planning & Engineering
Gary Hartz & Joe Niedermeyer, Building Inspectors
Shannen Rusilko, Planning/Engineering/Building Asst., ext. 19
Butch Truitt, Public Works Director, ext. 23
Nick Nickolas, Public Works Superintendent
Nancy Degenhardt, Director of Finance, ext. 25
Andrea Iglar, Community Development Director, ext. 31

Police Department

John Phoennik, Chief of Police
Evonne Williams, Police Secretary
Police Business Office: 412-221-2170
Emergency & 24/7 Police Dispatch: 9-1-1

Community Resources
South Fayette Township Library
412-257-8660, southfayettelibrary.org

27
Trash Collection
Recycling

25
Trash Collection
Recycling

22
Trash Collection
Recycling

South Fayette Area Senior Citizens Association
Margie Smith, 412-221-3730, southfayettepa.com/seniors

South Fayette School District

Bille Rondinelli, Superintendent, 412-221-4542, southfayette.org

Tax Collectors

Township Calendar:
southfayettepa.com/calendar

29
Trash Collection

Recycling Resources:
southfayettepa.com/recycle
Waste Management:
wm.com
1-800-866-4460

Visit the SF
Recycling & Trash
web page

Property Tax: Anne Beck, 412-225-8398, annebeck.com
Earned Income Tax: Jordan Tax, 412-835-5243, jordantax.com

Municipal Authority (Dye Tests & Sanitary Sewers)
Jerry Brown, Director, 412-257-5100, matsf.net

South West Communities Chamber of Commerce
Emerald VanBuskirk, Director, 412-257-1210, swccoc.org

Volunteer Fire Departments in South Fayette

Cuddy, Fairview, Oak Ridge, Sturgeon: southfayettepa.com/fire

PoPolice, Fire, Ambulance: 9-1-1

