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General Notes on Flag Retirements
Safety
•

The fire pit area must be prepared so as not to burn any ground or endanger foliage or
structures nearby.

•

There must be buckets of waterneaby and a hose. A fire blanket to smother a fire is also
recommended in case clothes catches fire.

•

There must be adequate space for the color guard and an audience to escape the smoke
depending on wind direction

•

There must be sufficient fire controls (water, sand, fire extingushers) nearby. Accidentially
catching clothing on fire is a very real risk here.

•

There must be a suitable first aid kit. Some eye wash for washing out smoke particals is
recommended.

•

There should be an emergency evacuation plan to the nearest hospital. Burn injuries are a
very real risk.

•

The fire poker stick must be of suitable length for the size and heat of the fire.

•

A fire safety officer should be designated for larger gatherings or multiple fire pits.

•

The Guide to Safe Scouting prohibits the use of any liquid or gel fire accelerants such as
alcohol or kerosine. Many retirement 'tips' recommend soaking a flag in alcohol or kerosine
and this is specifically prohibited.

Public Relations
If this flag retirement is held in a public venue and large crowds are expected, it would be wise to
invite police and fire to participate.
•

Contact the local newspapers and have an article or at least the relevant facts ready.

•

Who is sponsoring the event

•

When/Where/What

•

Invite the public. Be Prepared to accept more flags from the public.

Copyright
Every effort was made to collect only Flag Retirements which are in the public domain or where
permission is given. If any ceremony infringes on a valid copyright claim, kindly remove it from
this collection with apologies.
Nearly all songs and song words are copyright. If a songsheet is printed for reference under fair
use, mark the sheets to be returned to the unit and collect them after each ceremony so they are not
deemed to be 'distributed'.
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Buglers
•

Buglers should be well rehearsed and instrument should be clean and shiny.

•

Buglers should stand a little ways to the side so as not to be too loud for the audience.

Additional Resources
•

"Your Flag" BSA Publication

Permits and Regulations
You may need to obtain a fire department or burn permit if the campfire is in an non-established
locatoin or is longer than an allotted period of time.
The California AQMD provides an exemption for campfires smaller than 3 feet in diameter and for
flag retirement ceremonies.
You may need to provide proof of insurance or obtain event insurance for large public gatherings.
File a BSA Tour Permit for the event.
File a Unit Money Earning Application if appropriate.

Parking, Access and Accomodations
•

Does the location have adqeuate parking nearby

•

Is there handicap access? Some veterans may be of advanced age, in wheel chairs, or
disabled.

•

Are there restroom facilities nearby?

•

Do you have some shade and seating?

•

Do you have water for guests and staff (avoid dehyration and heat stroke)
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Openings for Flag Retirements
General Opening 1
This opening may be combined with a retirement ceremony below.
SPEAKER: We are drawn here together in the sight of God to pay our last respects to this symbol
of our great nation, "America", the land of the free and the home of the brave.
The US Flag Code reads; "The flag, when it is in such condition that it is no longer a fitting emblem
for display, should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning."
The Boy Scouts of America recommends; "When the national flag is worn beyond repair, burn it
thoroughly and completely on a modest, but blazing fire. This should be done in a simple manner
with dignity and respect. Be sure the flag is reduced to ashes unrecognizable as a former flag."
In keeping with the law of our land and the recommendations of our organization, we present to
you, this(these) United States Flag(s), the symbol of our great nation, which has served its(their)
useful life as a symbol of freedom and our country, for retirement.
Ask the audience for silence and call for the colors
SPEAKER: "Color Guard... present the Colors"

For a flag on a pole:
The Color Guard, in full uniform, will march forward with the "Old Flag" attached to a
Flag Pole, flag bearer in the center with one guard in front, and one guard in back. They are
to come up the aisle(s), from the rear of the area.
As the flag approaches the view of the first person in the audience...
SPEAKER "Scouts... Hand Salute One."
Everyone is to remain saluting until the Color Guard crosses behind the fire (in front of the
MC) and lines up behind the flag stand.
SPEAKER "Post the Colors"
The Flag Bearer will insert the flag into the flag stand, and all three will then step back and
salute the flag.
SPEAKER: “Two”
[This ceremony continues nicely with "Voice of the Flag" on the next page.]
For a folded flag:
The Color Guard, in full uniform, will march forward with the "Old Flag" folded in a
triangle and carried like a football, flag bearer in the center with one guard in front, and
one guard in back. They are to come up the aisle(s), from the rear of the area. The color
guard come to a stop at the front center and faces the audience. They then unfold the flag
until it is just folded in half lengthwise. The blue field should be to the audience's left.
Last Revised 9/1/2011
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Depending on which ceremony follows, you may present colors here or later. Remember to
not make the salute too long, and don't salute while singing.
SPEAKER "Present Colors, Scout Salute"
The color guard snaps the flag open.
SPEAKER "Two"
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Ceremonies for Retiring natural fibre Flags by Burning
Voice of the Flag
Voice of the Flag: "I am your Flag. I was born on June 14, 1777. I am more than just a piece of
cloth shaped into a colorful design, I am the silent sentinel of freedom for the greatest sovereign
nation on earth. I am the inspiration for which America patriots gave their lives and fortunes, I am
the emblem of America.
I have led your sons into battle from Valley Forge to Vietnam. I have been there though the Civil
War, Two World wars, at Gettysburg, Flanders, Korea, the Gulf War, all of them. I was there with
George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, and I here with you
now.
I have flown through Peace and War. Through strife and Prosperity, and amidst it all, I have always
been respected. My red stripes symb olize the blood spilled in defense of this glorious nation. My
white stripes, the burning tears shed by Americans who lost their sons in battle. My blue field
represents God's Heaven under which I fly, and my stars, clustered together, unify the fifty states as
one for God and Country.
I am "Old Glory" and I proudly wave on high. Honor me, respect me, and defend me with your
lives. Never let our enemies tear me down from my lofty position, lest I never return. Keep alight
the fires of patriotism, strive earnestly for the spirit of democracy, and keep me always as a symbol
of freedom, liberty, and peace in our country. When comes the time when I am old and faded, do not
let me fly in disrepair, rather retire me from my duties only to replace me with a new flag so that I
may continue to symbolize our country. With this, renew your commitment to what I stand for and
pledge your allegiance to me one final time:
SPEAKER: "Scouts... Hand Salute One! To the audience: Please join me in the Pledge of
Allegiance:"
"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic, for which it
stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and Justice for all."
SPEAKER: "Two"
Second Voice : As you can see, this banner of Freedom before you is worn, tattered, and soiled
from use and age. Her broad stripes are no longer a fiery red & pure white, but faded and worn out.
The stars and blue background are no longer vivid reminders of our blue skies and great land, of the
purity, vigilance, and justice she should represent. She has flown proudly over the years and has
done her job well, but now she must be replaced with a new flag to properly represent this great
Nation of ours.

Retiring the Colors
SPEAKER: "Color Guard(s), Remove Colors"
At this time the Color Guard is to step forward and remove the flag from the Flag Stand.
They will then step back and fold the flag in the customary manner. They are to then step
back and stand at attention with the Flag Bearer holding the flag in front of him, palms
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up.
SPEAKER: "Color Guard(s), Retire Colors"
At this time the Color Guard is to march over to the fire, unfold the flag, and present it to the
audience in standard display form, one Guard Standing behind and to the right of the flag, and the
other two holding each end of the flag for display.
Third Voice: The flag of our Nation should always be a strong, vivid symbol of our land and fly
brightly in our minds. Our flag is a symbol of our people, our freedom, and our strength. So it is
now that I commit this flag, which no longer can fulfill these duties to the fire so that we may
replace it with a new flag to properly symbolize our Nation. May the spirit of this flag be born again
in the new flag we will now fly"
SPEAKER: Scouts... Hand Salute One"
At this time the Color Guard will turn the flag sideways and gently drop it into the fire, folding the
ends in toward the middle of the flame. The third Guard will use a long stick to then "stir the ashes"
so that it will not be possible to recognize the ashes as a flag. They will then step back from the fire
and stand at attention, and salute the flag.
SPEAKER: "Two"
SPEAKER: Color Guard(s)... Prepare Colors"
At this time, the Color Guard(s) will march over to where the "new" flag Bearer is. The New Flag
Bearer will hand the new flag to the Color Guard Flag Bearer and step back. The Color Guard will
then march back to where they were standing behind the flag stand and stand at attention:
SPEAKER: "Color Guard... Present Colors" " Scouts... Hand salute One"
The Color Guard will then unfold the flag, remove the pole from the stand and attach it to the pole.
They will then stand at attention, presenting the colors.
SPEAKER: "Please join me and welcoming this new flag by once again pledging our allegiance to
it:" "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic, for which it
stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and Justice for all."
SPEAKER: "Two... Color Guard, withdraw the colors, audience please withdraw, in silence, to
your campsites behind the flag and reflect upon this evening’s ceremony and the recent events that
have inflicted our country and the people of the world with your scouts.
Color Guard marches colors, with audience behind, from council ring up path all the way to the
main parade area, before breaking ranks and removing flag from pole and folding.
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Simple 1
After the introductory or opening comments, the color guard marches in, presents the colors, then
retires the flag in the fire while the audience quietly salutes.

Simple 2 with song
A simple flag retirement accompanied by a patriotic song.
Have songsheets available for the audience.
After the introductory or opening comments, the color guard marches in, presents the colors, then
retires the flag while the audience is singing.
Suitable tunes are:
•

America the Beautiful (Copyright owned by the BSA)

•

Grand Old Flag

•

Old Glory

•

The Star Spangled Banner

Last Revised 9/1/2011
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Old Glory
Color Guard comes forward, Troop at attention. Announcer hidden out of sight begins speaking:
Hello,
Remember me?
Some people call me "Old Glory"
Others call me the "Star Spangled Banner"
But whatever they call me, I am your Flag,
The Flag of the United States of America....
Something has been bothering me, so I thought I might talk it over with you... because it is about
you.... and me.
I remember some time ago people lined up on both sides of the street to watch a parade, and
naturally I was leading every parade, proudly waving in the breeze. When your Daddy saw me
coming, he immediately removed his hat and placed it against his left shoulder, so that his hand was
directly over his heart...Remember?
And you, I remember you. Standing there straight as a soldier. You didn't have a hat, but you were
giving the right salute. Remember little sister? Not to be outdone, she was saluting the same as you,
with her hand over her heart.... Remember?
What happened? I'm still the same old flag. Oh, I have a few more stars now and a lot more blood
has been shed since those days long ago. But now I don't feel as proud as I used to. When I come
down the street you just stand there with your hands in your pockets, and I may get a small glance,
but then you look away.
Then I see children running around and shouting; they don't seem to know who I am.... I saw one
man take off his hat, then he looked around and saw no one else with their hat off, so he quickly put
his hat back on.
Is it a sin to be patriotic now? Have you forgotten what I stand for? And where I've been?
Anzio....Normandy... Quadal canal....Iwo Jima.....Korea..... Vietnam.... and the Persian Gulf?
Take a look at the Memorial Honor Rolls sometime. Note the names of those who never came back;
they died to keep this republic free... One Nation Under God!
When you salute me... you are actually saluting them.
Well, it won't be long now until I'll be coming down your street again....So when you see me, stand
straight, place you right hand over you heart, and I'll salute you by waiving back.... and I'll know....
YOU REMEMBERED
Troop Salute:
Color Guard, retire the flag....
After the entire flag has burned... At ease or " two"...
Color Guard dismissed.
Last Revised 9/1/2011
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Stripes and Field audience participation
Preparation notes:
•
•

The flag should be prepared by snipping the thicker end seams
Sharp scissors or a knife is required.

In this ceremony, a flag is disassembled stripe by stripe and the audience is invited to participate by placing each strip
in the fire with a moment's silent reflection. Each stripe can be accompanied by a narrator reading off the state names.

Our Flag was born on June 14th, 1777, amid the first flames of America's fight for independence. It
represented 13 colonies who together fought oppression so that we today could enjoy our freedom.
From those 13 colonies we have grown into a nation of 50 states. Since those days our country has
been a beacon of freedom for other peoples from around the world. We have sent men and women
into harms way to keep that beacon lit. Our flag flew proudly in 1812 when our freedom was in
doubt. It was there at Fort Sumpter, Gettysburg and at Appomatox. In World War 1 it led Dough
Boys as they fought across Europe. A generation later it flew over Pearl harbor, Guadacanal and Iwo
Jima. It flew over Africa, Normandy and again led Americans across Europe. In Korea the flag flew
from one hill to another, in Vietnam it flew proudly while it lay burned and tattered back home. The
flag was there in Beruit, Graneda, Panama, Kuwait, Bosnia and Kosovo.
So that is why we are here tonight, to give our flag honor as so many have done before. As this box
is passed around I would like every cub scout, boy scout, girl scout and adult leader to take a piece
of our flag. Hold it tight for its still our flag.
(let everyone take a piece)

Those of you who have a white piece please come forward and place it on the fire.
(half way through read below)

The white represents purity that is in all our hearts it represents the honor deep inside our soul.
Those of you who have a red piece please come forward and place your piece on the fire.
(half way through read below)

The red stands for the men and women in the armed forces who have served or died to keep
freedom alive. It also stands for those on our soil who have died to protect the rights of others.
(Once everyone who had a red piece is done have a Webelos come forward with blue field and kneel. Then
read the following.)

The blue stands for valor and courage that binds our fifty states together. The blue field in indicative
of God's heaven under which it flies.
(Have the Webelos place the blue field in the fire.)

Our Flag is more than colored cloth shaped into a design, it represents us, you and I
(In the next statement, they are talking about the flag they are retiring and it's history)

Tonight we have laid to rest a very dear old friend, he did not lead soldiers into battle he did not fly
from a place on high but he has served us well. For twenty-one years it flew with honor as it
watched our boys grow. Its' staff has been held by hundreds and he was saluted by thousands giving
him their allegiance. Though we have lain him into our fire does not be sad, for he has served us
with pride and his spirit has been passed on to our new flag.
Have a Webelos come forward with the new flag.)
Will you please rise and join me in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Last Revised 9/1/2011
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Sixty Seconds flag tribute
This ceremony is suitable when a large mass of flags must be retired and it is preferable that each
flag has a short history or tribute. There is time for an approximately 60 second reading of the origin
or history of a particular flag.
The fire must be very hot. Each flag is unfurled and added to the fire until completely consumed,
then the next flag is added. It should be possible to retire a flag every 60 to 75 seconds. Limit the
ceremony to about 30 minutes or less. You can also have multiple fire pits to retire flags in parallel.

Taps
A simple classic silent flag retirement to the sound of taps played on a bugle.

Our Flag Rest in Peace
1. Display the old flag, give its history, if known,
2. Pledge of Allegiance Respect paid to the old flag -- read aloud "I AM OLD GLORY" I am old
glory; for more than 9 score years I have been the banner of hope and freedom for generation after
generation of Americans. Born amid the first flames of America's fight for freedom, I am the
symbol of a country that has grown from a little group of 13 colonies to a united nation of 50
sovereign states. Planted firmly on the high pinnacle of American Faith, my gently fluttering folds
have proved an inspiration to untold millions. Men have followed me into battle with unwavering
courage. They have looked upon me as a symbol of national unity. They have prayed that they and
their fellow citizens might continue to enjoy the life, liberty and pursuit of happiness, which have
been granted to every American as the heritage of free men. So long as men love liberty more than
life itself, so long as they treasure the priceless privileges bought with the blood of our forefathers;
so long as the principles of truth, justice and charity for all remain deeply rooted in human hearts, I
shall continue to be the enduring banner of the United States of America.
3. Explain to the ensemble what will happen next, and a little word or two about it. Taps are
hummed slowly while the flag is cut up. ABSOLUTE SILENCE.
4. Color Guard cuts the field of blue stars out of the flag in silence. The field of blue is put onto the
fire first. The stripes are laid into the fire when the stars a real most fully consumed.
5. There is absolute silence until the entire flag is completely consumed by the flames.
6. Then the color guard, with meaning, says, 'OUR FLAG REST IN PEACE."
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I Am Your Gift
Preparation - One Flag - worn, tattered and soiled, one medium fire. Take the flag and cut
out the blue field with the stars, then cut the flag up into smaller pieces so that each
participant can have a piece to lay on the fire.
NARRATOR Our flag is the symbol of our country. Have you ever stopped to think what the flag really means?
The Blue in our flag stands for valor which our ancestors fought and died for in the many battles
that have been fought for our country and all for which it stands.
The White stands for the purity in all of our hearts. It also represent the honor that each of us should
show in all that we do in our everyday lives.
The Red stands for all of the men and women who have died in the service of our country, both as
members of the armed forces and as everyday citizens.
Our flag has gone into every battle into which there have been United States citizens, from the
American Revolution to the Civil War, to WW I, to WW II, to the Korean Conflict the Viet Nam
War to the Desert Storm.
It has flown over some battles that were never declared, such as Beirut where the Marine Barracks
was blown up by terrorists' atthe Alfred Murrah Building in Oklahoma City, and most recently by
the rescuers at the World Trade Center.
In all of these, we the American people have stayed true to the values that the Flag represents. We
should always value the sacrifices that have been made for our flag and the country that it
represents.
We have an old friend here who has fulfilled his duty to our country. He has become worn and
tattered and we are here tonight to retire him with honor.
We shouldn't be sad about the retirement of our friend. We are not burning him in anger, we are only
releasing his spirit so that he can continue to serve us in our thoughts.
Now I would invite each of you to take a piece of cloth from the box being passed around and each
of you in turn place it on the fire. You can pause for a moment to reflect upon what the flag means
to each of us.
Troop Attention:
"No disrespect should be shown to the flag of the United State of America; The Flag, when it is in
such condition that it is no longer a fitting emblem for display, should be destroyed in a dignified
way, preferably by burning."
Color Guard enters in silence, displaying unfurled flag to the troop. (The flags colors are being
separated during the reading.)
I AM YOUR FLAG
I was born on June 14, 1777
I am more than cloth shaped into a design.
I am the refuge of the world's oppressed people.
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I am the silent sentinel of Freedom.
I am the emblem of the greatest sovereign nation on earth.
I am the inspiration for which American Patriots gave their lives and fortunes.
I have led your sons in to battle from Valley Forge to the blistering desert of the Arabian Peninsula.
I walked in silence with each of your honored dead to their final resting place beneath the silent
white crosses, row upon row.
I have flown through peace and war, strife and prosperity, and amidst it all I have been respected.
"Old Glory"
is my nickname; proudly I wave on high. Honor me. respect me, defend me with your lives and
fortunes. Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty position lest I never return. Keep alight
the fires of patriotism, strive earnestly for the spirit of democracy. Worship Eternal God and keep
his commandments, and I shall remain the bulwark of peace of freedom for all people.
FOR I AM YOUR FLAG!
(Stop here until the colors are completely separated. Then continue:)
My red stripes symbolize the blood spilled in defense of the glorious nation.
Let us retire the Red Stripes--Salute!
(burn the RED stripes)
Two.
My white stripes signify the burning tears shed by Americans who lost their sons.
Let us retire the White Stripes --Salute.
(burn the WHITE stripes)
Two.
My blue field is indicative of God's heaven under which we fly. My stars, clustered together, unify
50 States as one for God and Country.
Let us retire the Blue Field with Stars.--Salute.
(burn the BLUE Field with Stars)
Two
Color Guard files out in silence.
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A Flag of 13 Stripes
By Benny Ledford
1. Lower the flag from the pole (or remove it from the staff) and carry it to the fire site.
Place the stars (as the audience sees them) in the upper left hand corner. This is an
appropriate reading to start the ceremony:
"Remember as you look at the Flag, it is the symbol of our nation, it is red because of human
sacrifice; blue because of the true blue loyalty of its defenders; and white symbolizes liberty - our
land of the free. The stars are symbols of the united efforts and hope in the hearts of the many
people striving to keep America great."
(Cut the field of blue from the stripes - have someone hold onto this piece.)
(Next, cut each stripe from the "whole" and lay each piece, one at a time, across the flames.)
These are some readings for each stripe:
FIRST STRIPE: The 13 stripes stand for the thirteen original colonies which are; Massachusetts,
Virginia, Pennsylvania, New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, Delaware,
Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and New Jersey.
SECOND STRIPE: The white stands for purity.
THIRD STRIPE: The red stands for courage.
FOURTH STRIPE: "Give me liberty or give me death".
FIFTH STRIPE: "One if by land, two if the sea".
SIXTH STRIPE: We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union,
establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish
this Constitution of the United States of America.
SEVENTH STRIPE: We hold these truths to be self evident that all men are created equal. They
are endowed by their creator with certain inalienable rights. Among these are life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness.
EIGHTH STRIPE: Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof.
NINTH STRIPE: Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom of speech or press.
TENTH STRIPE: "Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth to this continent a
new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal."
ELEVENTH STRIPE: The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by any state on account of sex.
TWELFTH STRIPE: "Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your
country."
THIRTEENTH STRIPE: "One small step for man, one giant leap for mankind."
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Respect paid to the old flag -- read aloud "I AM OLD GLORY"
I am old glory;
For more the 9 score years I have been the banner of hope and freedom for generation after
generation of Americans. Born amid the first flames of America's fight for freedom, I am the
symbol of a country that has grown from a little group of 13 colonies to a united nation of 50
sovereign states. Planted firmly on the high pinnacle of American Faith, my gently fluttering folds
have proved an inspiration to untold millions. Men have followed me into battle with unwavering
courage. They have looked upon me as a symbol of national unity. They have prayed that they and
their fellow citizens might continue to enjoy the life, liberty and pursuit of happiness, which have
been granted to every American as the heritage of free men. So long as men love liberty more than
life itself, so long as they treasure the priceless privileges bought with the blood of our forefathers;
so long as the principles of truth, justice and charity for all remain deeply rooted in human hearts, I
shall continue to be the enduring banner of the United States of America.
Explain to the ensemble what will happen next, and a little word or two about it. Taps are
hummed slowly while the flag is cut up. The ABSOLUTE SILENCE.
Group says together:
Please join me in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance
"I Pledge Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it
stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. "
then sing America (my Country 'Tis of Thee)
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Patriotic Reading
The flag of the United States of America is an honored symbol of our nation's unity,
it's hopes, it's achievements, it's glory and it's high resolve.
When the flag is in such condition, through wear or damage, that it is no longer a
fitting emblem for display, it shall be destroyed in a dignified manner befitting such a
symbol. The traditional way is to cut the flag into pieces and burn it in a modest but
blazing fire. As we perform this respected duty, let us reflect on the design and
meaning of our flag.
The Blue field or union is the point of honor, the upper corner of the Flag's own right.
The symbolism of the right hand goes far back in antiquity when it was the weapon
hand. Raising the right arm free of any weapon meant peace. It became a salute, a
way of giving praise and honor. The union is blue, representing the night sky with
stars forming a new and glorious constellation. There is one star for each state in our
union. It is said the point of honor of our flag was made from the blue clock
belonging to a captain in the Continental Army.
The stripes are symbolic of beams of morning light, rays emanating from the sun.
Thirteen red and white stripes, one for each of the original thirteen colonies. The
stripes in our flag were inspired by the rattlesnake flag flown on the ships of the
Continental Fleet and the striped banner of the Sons of Liberty. Though the pattern
has changed, the bars of shining red and gleaming white have remained. The stripes
are alternating, seven red and six white. The red standing for courage and the blood
of those brave men and women who fought and died to establish and preserve our
republic; the white representing the purity and high moral resolve on which our
country was founded.
The blue of a captain's cloak, the white of a soldier's shirt, the red from a flannel
petticoat of a patriot's wife.. this was our flag. This is the flag that stands for honor -your's and mine.
As the fire consumes the worn and tattered material in it's purifying flame, let us
remember the words of George Washington when the Star-spangled Banner was first
flown by the Continental Army: "We take the stars from heaven and the red from our
mother country. We separate the red by white stripes, thus showing that we have
separated from her, and the white stripes shall go down to posterity representing
liberty." Thus the Stars and Stripes became what it is; born amid the strife of battle, it
has become the standard around which a free people have fought to preserve the
greatest nation in the world.
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Flag Keepers Ceremony
CEREMONY LEADER
(Include a chaplain/prayer per your tradition)
"We are gathered here to destroy these flags that have been deemed no longer serviceable. It is
proclaimed that each of these flags has served well.
These flags have inspired those who desired the taste of freedom and have represented hope to those
oppressed by tyranny and terror. These flags have welcomed any and all in the name of liberty.
The American flag flies free to the wind. The American flag flies above residential porches, camp
sites, small businesses, corporate offices, hospitals, schools, military and naval bases, government
buildings and nonprofit organizations. The American flag is the most displayed and recognized
banner in the world.
These flags serve as constant reminders to all of us that we live in a country where our freedom has
been deeply purchased by blood, sweat, tears and ultimate sacrifice. We must not forsake what those
in the service to this flag, and their families, have forfeited.
We have here this day an empty Place of Honor for those who cannot attend due to devastating
injury, infirmity, and death.
Please direct your attention to the Place of Honor as I read today’s names of ___ (fill in the number)
of those patriots. In your mind’s eye see these people and think about them."
To all who shall see these presents, greeting. Know ye that these flags have served well and
honorably. Their stars and stripes have been loosed to the winds of freedom and have basked in the
light of liberty."
CALL ATTENTION/ALL RISE (Those that Can)
"Please join me to recite the Pledge of Allegiance": (PAUSE) "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America. And to the Republic for which it stands, one nation, under God,
indivisible with liberty and justice for all".
STAND AT EASE
“The U.S. Flag Code states”, (PAUSE)
"The flag, when it is in such condition that it is no longer a fitting emblem for display, should be
destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning".
(OPTIONAL) Dedicate this ceremony to an individual American who loved the Flag (Read
previously obtained info about the honoree)
CALL ATTENTION/ALL RISE
Staff member inserts one properly folded flag into the incinerator/fire
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"While the storm clouds gather far across the sea,
Let us swear allegiance to a land that's free,
Let us all be grateful for a land so fair,
As we raise our voices in a solemn prayer."
Please join me now to sing God Bless America
God bless America,
Land that I love.
Stand beside her, and guide her
Thru the night with a light from above.
From the mountains, to the prairies,
To the oceans, white with foam
God bless America, my home sweet home.
STAND AT EASE
“Ladies and gentlemen, this concludes the ceremony. God bless America.”
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Remember Me?
Remember Me? Yeah, that’s right, red & white stripes, fifty stars on a blue field in the upper
left corner, I am your Flag, but I’ve also been know by "Old Glory", the "Stars and Stripes",
and the "Star Spangled Banner". Whatever you call me, I am the flag of the United States of
America.
I remember years ago that people used to honor me, fly me with pride outside their homes
and at work, and children in school would pledge their Allegiance to me every day. They
would carry me in parades and people would watch and salute me with pride as I passed by,
proudly waving in the wind.
When men and woman saw me coming, the men removed their hats and placed it over their
hearts and the women placed their right hands over theirs. And their children were taught
respect for the flag, and what to do as well. Now I’m lucky if they even recognize me, or
even notice me at all. Now, the young boys and girls make fun of those who carry me, and
call them names. They haven’t learned, or don’t remember about the thousands of men and
women who gave up their lives for me. People who knew the meaning of Freedom, Liberty,
Justice, and Peace.
Why has this happened? I'm still your American Flag. I haven’t really changed that much...
just added a few stars over the years, been a whole lot ore places, and though it all, stood
strong by you. Why don’t people respect me the same way they used to? A lot of blood has
been shed since those parades of long ago. A lot more men and women have died defending
me. When you honor me, you honor those men and women who gave up every-thing for
your freedom. When I am flown, I see people not notice. When I am in a parade, I see
people just stand there, with their hands in their pockets. I may get a small glance, but then
you look away. Next time, please notice and respect me. Next time stand and be proud to be
an American Citizen!
I see the young children of today running around and not being taught how to act when I'm
around don’t the parents of today care? Don’t they know how to act? I saw one man start to
take off his hat and looked around and saw no one else doing it, so just put it back on. I saw
some kids calling the Boy Scouts who were carrying me names and making fun of them. I
saw many just sit there as I passed by, talking with one another like I didn’t even exist. Is it
now wrong to be patriotic? Have today’s Americans forgotten what I stand for and where
I've been?
If you don’t care, who will? If you don’t teach our children what I stand for, and how to act
around me, who will? If our children don’t learn how to respect our flag, what it means to
defend our country, and how important Freedom, Liberty, and Patriotic Duty is, what future
does our mighty country have? So, when you see me; stand straight, think about what I
stand for; think about all of the Americans that have died for our country, and place your
right-hand over your heart or salute to honor me. I'll be saluting you back by waving strong
and proud in the wind. And I'll know that you remembered me.
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Ceremonies for disassembly of synthetic flags
Red and White
In this ceremony, pairs of stripes are cut away from the flag until just one red stripe remains.
A patriotic reading assigns meaning to pairs of stripes. There will be 6 pairs, 1 red stripe and a blue
field.

Four Pieces
Contributed by: Charles Good; ASM for Troop 350 in Raleigh, N.C.
The flag should be cut in half along the blue field, then in half again along the blue field
once more between the the 7th and 8th stripe.
Adult Leader: The U.S. flag is more than just some brightly colored cloth... it is a symbol of our
nation.
Scout #1: Seven red stripes and six white strips; together they represent the original 13 colonies that
gained us liberty.
Scout #2: The red stripes remind us of the lifeblood of brave men and women who were ready to die
for this, their country.
Scout #3: The white stripes remind us of purity and cleanliness of purpose, thought, word and deed.
Scout #4: The blue is for truth and justice, like the eternal blue of the star-filled heavens.
Scout #5: The stars represent the fifty sovereign states of our union.
Adult Leader or SPL: The U.S. flag should be treated with respect when it's flying, and it should be
treated with respect when it's being retired.
Scout #6: The American Creed states, "it is my duty to my country to love it, to respect its
Constitution, to obey its laws, to respect its flag, and to defend it against all enemies."
Scout #7: Therefore, we retire flags with dignity and respect when they become worn, torn, faded,
or badly soiled.
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Adult Leader or SPL: This flag is ready to be retired. Its history is as follows:
First Raised (when):
At (location):
Memorable event or fact:
Scout #8: A flag ceases to be a flag when it is cut into pieces. We cut the flag into four pieces: three
red and white striped banners and the blue star field. We leave the blue field intact because no one
should ever let the union be broken.
Adult Leader or SPL: As the parts of the flag are placed in the fire remember... Old Flags never die,
they just get fired up!
The Scouts will maintain a vigil over the fire until no traces of the flag remnants remain. Then the
ashes will be collected and buried.
This concludes this ceremony. Thank you for attending.
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Ceremonies for very large flags
Original 13 States history
This is a ceremony suitable for very large flags where it is necessary to break down the flag before
optionally burning it. As each stripe is cut from the flag (starting at the bottom), a brief history of
that orignial state is read.
There should be enough scouts participating to support the flag for every 3 feet on the long sides.
And 2 scouts handling the cutting, and one to assist with the removed part.
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Cleanup and Disposal
Fire pit
Ensure all flag material is throughly burnt by stirring with a long stick.
The flag grommets can be retrieved from the fire and presented to the audience or participants with
some kind of note or certificate.
Ashes should be collected and ensured that they are out cold. Ashes can be burried in a garden as a
fertilizer or discarded in the waste can.

Synthetic Flag parts
It may be possible to collect and recycle the polyester and nylon material into new material.

Leave No Trace
•

Remove all trash

•

Sweep all ash and dust

•

Recycle any beverage containers

•

Clean and return any borrowed equipment

God Bless America
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