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(1794-1878),
“Indian Summer”

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Joseph Horowitz, President
Raymond Pitetti, Vice President
Jessica Cardillo
Lisa Malosh
Gwen A. Rodi

PUBLISHING DIRECTOR
Ryan T. Eggleston

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Andrea Iglar

ART DIRECTOR
Andrea Iglar

F

all, what a beautiful time of year! The chilly mornings and
evenings bookend warm, sunny days. School is back in
session, and sports like football, soccer and cross country
are well on their way. The trees start shifting their colors, and
Halloween is just around the corner.
In the hustle and bustle of all that and more, please take
a few moments to enjoy reading our latest edition of South
Fayette Connect. In this issue of our magazine, you’ll find more
exciting news about expanding economic development in
the township, snapshots of our second annual South Fayette
Community Day celebration, an interview with our very own
township engineer, feature stories highlighting our 175-year
history and a host of other news from our community.
Looking for some ideas of things to do this fall? Perhaps
take a walk in one of our wonderful parks during a crisp, cool
evening, or enjoy one last bike ride (or maybe your first!) on the
Panhandle Trail before Old Man Winter comes our way.
Maybe stop by our library and cozy up to a good book.
Consider volunteering to help with the annual Disabled
Sportsmen’s Hunt in October. How about throwing on a
sweatshirt and taking in a high school football game or soccer
match under the lights? Perhaps you can rake your leaves and
let your kids or neighbors’ kids have a jump in them!
Regardless of what you do this autumn, make sure you take
a moment to enjoy “the year’s last, loveliest smile,” as American
poet William Cullen Bryant wrote many years ago.
We are pleased you call South Fayette Township home and
look forward to continuing to work with you to truly be “South
Fayette Township: A Community Growing Together.”
Cheers,

Ryan
Ryan Eggleston, South Fayette Township Manager
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COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTORS
Sara Iagnemma
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Special thanks to our Community Day photo contributors.
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The magazine is a nonprofit source of public information aimed at
building a strong sense of community identity and pride. No portion
may be reproduced without permission of the editor.
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South Fayette
Shorts
John Farkas
retired Sept. 1
from South
Fayette Township
Public Works.

Retirement Time
John Farkas retired Sept. 1 after more
than four decades of service to South
Fayette Township. An equipment
operator with the Public Works
Department, he was employed for
one of the longest tenures in township
history. He looks forward to fishing
with his grandson and tinkering
around the house. South Fayette
Township wishes John a happy,
healthy retirement.

Chamber of Commerce
appoints executive director
The South West
Communities Chamber
of Commerce, which
serves South Fayette
Township, named Mandi
Pryor executive director
in August. She replaces
Emerald VanBuskirk,
who left the job after 25 years. Ms. Pryor,
of Cecil, also runs her own marketing
company and serves as executive
producer and host of a public access
television show in Peters. “I am excited
to step into the role and help to grow this
chamber to its fullest potential," she said,
"as well as help business owners in this
region continue to thrive.” Details:
412-221-4100 or www.swccoc.org.

Haunted Cabin opens Oct. 25
Boy Scout Troop 248 is hosting its annual
Haunted Cabin fundraiser from 7 p.m. to
9 p.m. Weds. Oct. 25 to Sat. Oct. 28 at
Killbuck Lodge, 248 Clinton Ave., Oakdale
15071. Cost is $5/person or $3/person
for approved Scout and youth group
visits. Overflow parking is available a
quarter-block away. Refreshments will be
available. Details: 724-693-0549.
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Leaf collections set for
Saturdays Nov. 4 and Nov. 18
Curbside leaf collection will be held
Saturdays Nov. 4 and Nov. 18 in South
Fayette Township. The night before
pickup, place leaves and other yard waste
at the curb in biodegradable bags no
heavier than 25 pounds each. Yard waste
may include leaves, hedge/tree/garden
trimmings, brush, lawn edging and grass
clippings. Recycling calendar:
www.southfayettepa.com/recycle

New enrollment process set for
Little Lions Learning Academy
Registration for the 2018-2019 Little Lions
Early Learning Academy at South Fayette
High School will use a fair, equitable
lottery system. Enrollment requests
will be accepted from Dec. 1 to Dec. 21
through an online or mail-in form. The
drawing will be held at 8 a.m. Jan. 15 in
the high school studio space. You need
not be present to secure a spot. Students
must live in the school district and be four
years old by Sept. 1, 2018, to be eligible.
Details will be posted Dec. 1 at
www.southfayette.org.

Trick-or-Treat set for Oct. 31
Halloween Trick-or-Treat will be held from
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Tues. Oct. 31 throughout
South Fayette Township. Pictured in
Lakemont Farms last fall, from left:
Nicholas Patel, Ethan Rose, Lucas Patel,
Emily Rose and Mia Patel. Below: Maggie
Gioia enjoys an autumn swing in Fairview
Park. (Photos: Colleen Patel)

Chat with the chief Nov. 16
"Coffee with the Chief" will be held
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Thurs. Nov. 16 at
the Hunting Ridge Meeting House, 401
Meeting House Road. The program, held
every other month in a different location,
gives the public an opportunity to meet
South Fayette Township Police Chief
John Phoennik and share comments, ask
questions and offer suggestions.

Roadway named for late township commissioner
Municipal Drive has been renamed Todd A. Miller Drive in honor of the former
township commissioner who died of brain cancer in 2015 at age 53. Mr. Miller
had served on the South Fayette Township Board of Commissioners for several
years and coached his children's sports teams. Todd A. Miller Drive accesses
the Children's Hospital South and Star City sites from Route 50, across from
the Gateway Shops at Newbury Market. The new sign was unveiled during the
township's Touch-a-Truck event in July. Attending the ceremony were (front row,
from left) Mr. Miller's daughter, Mikenna; son, Garrett; and wife, Carol; and (back
row) township manager Ryan Eggleston and township commissioners Jessica
Cardillo, Joseph Horowitz and Gwen Rodi.

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

Meet ...

The Scenic Route

Mike Benton

Grant project feeds wetlands, controls flooding
By Andrea Iglar
One June afternoon in South Fayette Township, a blue heron flew overhead as butterfly
wings and frog ribbits animated ponds along the rural route of Sygan Road.
Once-dry wetlands now teemed with
wildlife, thanks to a water flow improvement
project completed this summer using a
$212,606 grant from the Allegheny County
Conservation District.
The project redirected water to prevent
road erosion and allow natural spring water
to feed the grounds, ponds and plants at
the South Fayette Conservation Area and
Wetland Trail.
The trail runs from Sygan Road (between Millers Run and Oak Ridge roads) to the
school campus on Old Oakdale Road. The public amenity is used for educational purposes
and sometimes traversed by cross-country athletes.
Nick Nickolas, township Public Works superintendent, had applied for the grant and
coordinated the work. Sygan Road was eligible because it gets fewer than 500 cars a day.
“These types of projects are about trying to keep the streams clean,” he said.
A ribbon-cutting in June included representatives of Allegheny County, South Fayette
Township and the nonprofit South Fayette Conservation Group.
The Allegheny County Conservation District began offering grants through the Dirt,
Gravel and Low-Volume Roads Program in 2013. The grants are funded by about $350,000
to $375,000 per year in state money.
“In terms of low-volume roads, this is our largest project to date,” said Don Newman,
board chairman of county conservation.
District 4 County Councilman Pat Catena said the township met all of the goals of the
program. He recognized Mr. Nickolas, along with township Public Works director Butch
Truitt and township engineer Mike Benton.
“I must applaud South Fayette for all their hard work and their enthusiasm in creating
a successful [grant] project,” Mr. Catena said.
Local stormwater improvements included building a 16-foot-wide culvert under the
road, elevating 450 feet of roadway, installing drains and running hundreds of feet of pipe.
Allegheny County Executive Rich Fitzgerald said the project made improvements that
“allows the water to flow through a lot better rather than back up and cause flooding.”
“Anything we can do [to] work together … when we have some of these severe weather
situations," he said, "the better we can do."

How Do I ... Get Refinancing Documents?
If you are staying in your home and refinancing your mortgage (not transferring
ownership), your lending institution requires you to attain documents from
South Fayette Township, the sewer authority and the tax collector to prove
you don't owe debts on the property.
Prepare a written request for a
No-Lien Letter that includes the
owner's name, property address
and estimated closing date.

1

3

2

4

Mail a request for a Municipal
No-Lien Letter, along with a $25
check, to South Fayette Township.
Issuance of a No-Lien Letter affirms
the township is not owed any debt on
the property. Details: 412-221-8700 or
www.southfayettepa.com/occupancy.

A

n accomplished engineer and
former commissioned officer
of the U.S. Marine Corps, Mike
Benton has served as the South
Fayette Township engineer for six
years. Now, he is battling a rare
combination of liver cancer and bile
duct cancer—a challenge he says is
"just another hurdle" to jump. "When
I think of what other people go
through," he says, "I feel lucky."
Hometown: Resident of Bridgeville
Borough; born and raised in Kansas;
previously lived in California, Florida,
Washington State & Okinawa, Japan
Family: Wife, Valerie; children Matt,
Courtney, Vince, Valerie and Victoria
First Job: Washing airplanes
Military Service: Enlisted in the
Marine Corps at age 19; served more
than 13 years total, including as an
aviation electrician and a captain
Hobbies: Running; enjoying his 1969
Ford Mustang convertible painted in
Gulf Stream Aqua
Favorite Foods: German chocolate
cake; lobster; chicken-fried steak
with mashed potatoes and gravy

Mail a request for a Sewage NoLien Letter, along with a $25 check,
to the Municipal Authority of the
Township of South Fayette. Details:
412-257-5100 or www.matsf.net.

Best Quality of South Fayette:
"South Fayette is very lucky that
we are in a growing mode. We're
molding what it's becoming."

Send a request for a three-year tax
certification, along with a $30 check, to
the Real Estate Tax Collector. Issuance
confirms that both the South Fayette
Township and the South Fayette School
District property taxes are paid.
Visit www.southfayettepa.com/tax.

Little known fact about Mike:
His father, an auto body painter,
moved the family to a new town
almost every year, so only once did
Mike attend the same school two
years in a row (in his sophomore and
— Andrea Iglar
junior years).
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Gold Sponsors - Touch-a-Truck
Thank you!

Around the Township

Horsing Around

South Fayette teen competes
at national horse racing event
By Sara Iagnemma
From the Kentucky Derby to the Belmont
Stakes, horse racing has earned itself fame
as a popular and exciting sport. But these
standard quarter-mile races are just the tip of
the iceberg when it comes to riding.
Meet Kayla Polasky, a 16-year-old South Fayette Township resident who has been
barrel racing for five years with her quarter horse, Slim.
The duo travels all over to attend competitions from New York to Tennessee, running
fast, intense races through barrel courses.
Barrel racing, like any sport, takes a lot of dedication. Horses are trained for a specific
competition, and once trained, they don’t switch sports easily.
Barrel races are like sprints. They are quick, 20-second races that require a lot of
strength and technique. Horses and riders weave their way in a cloverleaf pattern through
barrels set up in an arena, competing to be the
fastest through the course.
This fall, Kayla is heading for the first time to
the International Barrel Racing Association (IBRA)
Nationals.
“I’m running with people from all over the
country—all over the world,” Kayla said. “That’s
my biggest accomplishment.”
While the event is her first time in
the national championships, Kayla, who is
homeschooled, is no stranger to barrel racing
competitions.
She has raced throughout the region, placing
high in competitions with youths and adults alike.
In a race in Winfield, for instance, she won first in the youth division for both barrel
racing and pole racing in the same day: an impressive win, especially considering that a few
hundredths of a second can completely change a rider’s placing.
One of Kayla’s favorite things about riding is the community. Frequent racers meet
again and again at different competitions, forming friendships.
“I came out after a bad run and my friends said, ‘This is what you need to switch, this
is how to do it,’” Kayla explained. “It’s a family.”
Sara Iagnemma is a junior at South Fayette High School.

South Fayette
Conservation Group
awarded grant for
educational tool
The nonprofit South Fayette Conservation
Group has been awarded a $1,928 grant
from Pennsylvania American Water for
purchase of a hands-on educational tool
that helps students understand the impacts
of human activity on natural water systems.
The group is purchasing the Envision
4|

SouthFayettePA.com

the dynamics of groundwater and helps
the public understand the role of geologic
formations, how water moves in a system
and how pollution can migrate from
seemingly contained underground spaces.
American Water’s Environmental
Grant Program offers funds for innovative,
community-based environmental projects
that improve, restore or protect watersheds,
surface water or groundwater supplies.
Groundwater Flow Bedrock Simulator and
Rainmaker model for use at community
and school events. The device demonstrates

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

Pictured with the grant check in August, from left:
Megan Root, water quality supervisor at American
Water, and South Fayette Conservation Group
members Holly Bomba, Steve Frank and Cindy Cox.

South Fayette
Around the Township
South Fayette teen says donating blood saves lives, so ...

Lend an Arm

Ruthvik Panda, 16,
donates blood in
September.

By Ruthvik Panda
There is no better way to help people in
need than donating blood.
That’s why I hosted a blood drive
and encourage South Fayette Township
residents to donate blood.
In July, the American Red Cross
experienced a major blood shortage of
about 61,000 units. This problem inspired
me to organize a mobile blood drive in
Pine Township in September, inside a
Central Blood Bank bus equipped for blood
donations.
I aided the nurses with their
procedures, helping the 15-minute process
go as efficiently as possible for each of the

35 donors.
Donating a pint of blood truly can
change someone’s life. Every two seconds,
someone in the world needs blood as the
result of disease or accident, according to
the American Red Cross.
Donating one pint of blood may seem
minuscule, but this truly could save a life.
About 37 percent of the population is
eligible to give blood. Donors must meet
certain requirements and be age 16 or older
(parental approval is required for minors).
To learn more about blood donation
and to find upcoming local donation dates,
please visit www.redcrossblood.org or

www.centralbloodbank.org, or call the
Central Blood Bank 412-209-7000.
Donating blood is a great way to give
back to your community and to help people
in need.
Ruthvik Panda, 16, is a senior at South Fayette
High School. He is interested in becoming a
surgeon.

Three Cheers for Good Deeds!
The South Fayette Township Youth Cheer
Association collected more than $1,000 to
buy winter gift packages for local senior
citizens in need.
Each gift bag contained a blanket, hat, $20
grocery gift card, hot chocolate, mug and a
set of hand-drawn greeting cards.
The bags were presented in September
to participants of the South Fayette
Township Senior Food Box Program, a food
assistance program serving low-income
adults age 60 and up. Information about
eligibility and how to apply are available at
www.southfayettepa.com/foodbox.
—Andrea Iglar

South Fayette girls sing way into British history

Reddy (left) and Joshi

South Fayette Township 12-year-olds Sanjana Reddy and Ila Joshi traveled to England
in July with 40 members of the Pittsburgh Youth Chorus to sing with the International
Children’s Choir Festival in London. The group was one of four choirs from the U.S. to
participate.
During their weeklong stay, the seventh-graders enjoyed the rare opportunity to sing
“Evensong” in the Canterbury Cathedral in southeast England. For thousands of years—
even during times of war—a choir has sung every evening for a small audience in the
famous cathedral. A record is kept of which choirs perform, so the South Fayette girls have
made history.
They also learned and performed “Homeland,” a song that had been performed at the
wedding of Prince Charles and Princess Diana, and later played at Princess Diana’s funeral.
Pittsburgh Youth Chorus: www.pittsburghyouthchorus.org.
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HASTINGS
BREAKS
GROUND

commissioners. “Welcome to the
township.”
Hastings will be a mixeduse neighborhood of homes,
businesses and green space
adjacent to 125-acre Fairview
Park in South Fayette, 474-acre
Boyce-Mayview Park in Upper
St. Clair and 80-acre Wingfield
Pines, a land trust that spans both
townships.
By Andrea Iglar
The name Hastings is a
reference to a nearby homestead
Charter Homes & Neighborhoods
that once served as a train station
is set to transform the former
along Chartiers Creek.
Mayview State Hospital site into
Anthony Faranda-Diedrich of Charter Homes, left, presents a ceremonial
The first phase of
an 80-acre neighborhood of
shovel to South Fayette Township commissioners Joseph Horowitz and
development in Hastings includes
homes and businesses in South
Gwen Rodi during the Hastings groundbreaking in September. (Photo
30,000 square feet of commercial
Fayette Township.
courtesy of Charter Homes & Neighborhoods)
space, 44 single-family homes, 49
South Fayette elected
townhouses, 276 apartments, a
officials and staff joined Hastings
pool and clubhouse, walking trails,
representatives for a ceremonial groundbreaking Sept. 1 outside the a bike path, preserved century-old trees, two acres of open space
Hastings Sales Center, 1612 Mayview Road.
called Hastings Green and a snow sledding hill, to be named in
Anthony Faranda-Diedrich, Vice President of Neighborhood
honor of township engineer Mike Benton (meet Mike on page 3).
Hastings also will include a 3-story luxury senior independent
Development for Lancaster-based Charter Homes, said it has been
living facility called Resort Lifestyle Communities, set to open in
an “incredible job to reclaim the land,” which sits among 750 acres
summer 2018. The taxable, for-profit enterprise will contain 130
of green space. “This is the most beautiful piece of property we’ve
rental apartments for adults age 55 and over.
found anywhere in the Pittsburgh region,” he said.
The Hastings plan has enabled South Fayette Township to
Mr. Faranda-Diedrich presented a ceremonial shovel to
purchase 69 acres that will be used to expand Fairview Park and
township commissioners Joseph Horowitz and Gwen Rodi
provide a permanent park entrance on Mayview Road.
to mark the occasion, and Mr. Horowitz presented a T-shirt
“That’s a great asset for the township,” Mr. Horowitz said.
commemorating the township's 175th anniversary.
“I’m very excited,” said Mr. Horowitz, president of the
Learn more: www.lifeathastings.com or 1-800-325-3030.

Homes and businesses
set for Mayview site

Fire departments awarded grants
for breathing equipment
Three volunteer fire departments in South Fayette Township were
awarded nearly $299,000 this summer from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency’s Assistance to Firefighters Grant for
equipment to enhance firefighter safety.
The grant is earmarked to replace 30 self-contained breathing
Above: U.S. Rep. Tim Murphy (middle) presents a ceremonial check to firefighters
apparatuses (air packs worn on the back in a contaminated
in July for a $186,667 grant for breathing equipment. From left, South Fayette
atmosphere) and to purchase rapid intervention packs (breathing
Volunteer Fire Department captain Ted Wolford and chief Joe Janocha, and
packs that last longer). The grant covers 95 percent of the cost, with
Oak Ridge Volunteer Fire Department chief Bill Supan and his son, BJ Supan,
the remaining 5 percent funded by the fire departments.
stand with a Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus. Left: Members of both fire
The South Fayette Township Volunteer Fire Department and the
departments pose with their trucks. (Photo: Andrea Iglar)
Oak Ridge Volunteer Fire Department will share $186,667 so each
station can purchase 15 breathing apparatuses and one rapid intervention pack.
The Fairview Volunteer Fire Department was awarded $112,191 under the same program. The Sturgeon Volunteer Fire Department
already has updated breathing equipment thanks to receiving the same grant six years ago.
—Andrea Iglar
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Emerald Sponsor - South Fayette Community Day - Thank you!
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By Andrea Iglar

Beacon
for
Business
Growing firms enjoy
‘spectacular views’ from
hilltop office space in
South Fayette Township

When plans were set for a 4-story office building on a hilltop above
Interstate 79, John Waldron knew he wanted to relocate his family
business to the top floor.
“It’s spectacular views,” said Mr. Waldron, the founder of
Waldron Private Wealth, a financial planning firm that has
operated from Abele Business Park in South Fayette Township
since 2003.
The new, 80,000-square-foot building in Abele provides views
all the way to Downtown Pittsburgh. Floor-to-ceiling windows
overlook the I-79 interchange and a region of the township that’s
poised for development—an exciting prospect for a growing
business such as Waldron, which serves clientele in the Pittsburgh
region and from East Coast cities such as New York, Philadelphia
and Washington, D.C.
Mr. Waldron said a big asset in South Fayette is that the
amenities are expanding. “It’s a really good location for attracting
employment as well,” he said.
The firm, founded in 1995 in Downtown Pittsburgh, has
expanded from a single person (Mr. Waldron) to 40 employees,
including Mr.
Waldron’s sons, Shea,
Bryan and Michael.
Waldron moved
into the office
building, known as
—John Waldron, Waldron Private Wealth
Beacon I, on Sept.
1. Another Abele
business, the logistics and supply chain management company
C.H. Robinson, is working to expand into a space on the third floor.
That still leaves about 53,000 square feet of office space
available for lease, said brokerage director Kelley Hoover
Heckathorne of Burns Scalo Real Estate, owner of Abele and
developer Beacon I and the future Beacon II.
Ms. Hoover Heckathorne said amenities, services and
transportation options in the business park and the surrounding
area will help companies recruit and retain employees.
Abele amenities include a walking trail with exercise stations
and an outdoor meeting circle. Highways include I-79 and the
future Southern Beltway, which in a few years will provide direct
access to Pittsburgh International Airport. A tenant perks program
by Burns Scalo encourages business park employees to enjoy local
restaurants and visit nearby businesses.
The office building itself was constructed with sustainable
practices. The parking lot includes designated spaces for lowemission vehicles, and the roof is covered in solar panels, which
generate about 80,000 kilowatt hours of electricity a year. Roughly
a third of the building’s energy is produced by solar power.
The indoor space at Beacon I enjoys sunlight and expansive
views from large windows, a design element that Waldron echoed
in its interior space with glass walls and open offices.
The 20,000-square-foot space allows room for Waldron to
expand.
“We love it here,” Mr. Waldron said. “We will continue here in
the future for many years to come.”

"It's a really good
location..."

Top: John Waldron (second from right) expanded his financial planning
firm to the top floor of a new office building that overlooks the Interstate 79
development corridor in South Fayette Township. The family business, Waldron
Private Wealth, includes his sons (from left) Bryan, Shea and Michael. Bottom:
The Beacon I office building sits at the top of Burns Scalo Real Estate's Abele
Business Park in South Fayette Township. (Photos: Andrea Iglar)
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Build your Dream Home in South Fayette.
Custom Packages from $425,000

HOMES FOR A LIFETIME™ | 888.424.9424 | BuildInfinityHomes.com |
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175 YEARS OF HISTORY & PROGRESS
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By Andrea Iglar

Pub and restaurant owner keeps Happy
Hour alive in the Cuddy neighborhood of
South Fayette Township

Iron Creek Bar & Grille owner Justin Conklin, above, continues the happy hour
tradition in South Fayette's Cuddy neighborhood. Below left: Iron Creek sits on the
bend at 611 Millers Run Road. Below right: The same building once was called San
Gemini Bar. (Photos by Andrea Iglar; historical photo courtesy of Iron Creek.)

A

landmark building in the Cuddy neighborhood of South
venue for small private parties. Various groups visit on a regular
Fayette Township has been a local watering hole for about
basis, from monthly card players to local sports teams.
60 years, with the current owner continuing the tradition.
“The people that we have are returning customers,” Mr.
Perched on the sharp bend at the corner of Millers Run Road
Conklin said. “It’s like their place too.”
and South Fayette Street, the longtime food-and-drink place
While the name Iron Creek conjures an association with Iron
has been named Bioni’s Tavern,
City—a popular nickname for
Pittsburgh—Mr. Conklin named
Yohan’s, San Gemini Bar, Cindy’s
the business primarily for the
Place, Mariani’s, Ferguson’s and, for
orange-tinted water of Millers Run,
the past seven years, Iron Creek Bar
caused by the high iron content
& Grille.
of abandoned coal mine drainage.
“It’s been a bar forever,” said
—Justin Conklin, Owner, Iron Creek Bar & Grille
(The nonprofit South Fayette
Justin Conklin, who established
Conservation Group and the
Iron Creek seven years ago as a fulltownship
are
working
toward
cleaning
up the creek.)
service pub and family restaurant.
The building that today houses Iron Creek, 611 Millers Run
“It’s definitely like a little family here.”
Road, originally was home to a post office and store.
Mr. Conklin, a resident of neighboring Oakdale, bought the
The shop was operated by the Chambordon and Invernezzi
business at age 27, after seeking an entrepreneurial opportunity
families, and then run by Eugene Malbos, prior to the Bioni family
that would provide a welcome change from his corporate job. He
converting the building into a tavern in the 1950s, according to
visited the restaurant and bar with family and friends several times
“Images of America: South Fayette Township” (Arcadia Publishing,
before deciding to purchase it in 2010.
2015), a book published on behalf of the Historical Society of South
“I liked the area; I liked the people,” he said. “It was friendly.”
Fayette Township.
Iron Creek offers sandwiches, soups, salads, burgers, freshIn 2004, the building was devastated by flooding related to
cut fries, wings, appetizers and other lunch and dinner options,
Hurricane Ivan. The occupant at the
prepared
time, Mariani’s Italian Restaurant,
fresh with
rebuilt the interior, reopened and later
homemade
sold the business.
dressings and
The building on the bend that
sauces. Food
today
houses Iron Creek continues to
and drink
serve
as
a community gathering place
specials are
as
it
has
for decades.
offered weekly.
“When
you come in here,” Mr.
Patrons
Conklin
said,
“you’ll come back.”
often enjoy live
Visit Iron Creek Bar & Grille on Facebook
entertainment
or call 412-564-5292.
and use the

"When you come in here,
you'll come back."
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Neighborhood History: Cuddy
The Cuddy neighborhood
of South Fayette Township
includes three hills situated
around Millers Run Road:
National Hill, Cuddy Hill and
Morgan Hill, according to
longtime area residents John
L. Kosky Jr., 90, and Domenic
Petrillo, 84.
Today, a brick building
still stands where folks from
the three hills
frequently would
congregate on a
large porch (see
brick building
pictured at
right and in the
background
of the Iron
Creek photo on
opposite page).
“That was
the loafing place,” Mr. Kosky
recalled on a recent morning as
he sat in his son’s contracting
garage in Cuddy.
The garage itself originally
was the Dream Theater, where
silent films were shown during
the Depression. Admission was
10 cents—a high enough fee for
the poverty-stricken era.
Mr. Kosky remembered a
young fellow who would wrap a
penny in the silver paper from a
stick of chewing gum and hand
it to the ticket-taker, who had
poor eyesight.
“By the time she found out
that wasn’t really a dime—it was
only a penny—about ten kids
would run into the show,” he
said.
Largely a coal mining
settlement a century ago, Cuddy
has been home to grocery and
merchandise stores, a bakery, a
barbershop, a beer distributor,
bars, restaurants, clubs, a train
station and more.
The most famous place
in Cuddy was Fatigati’s Italian
Restaurant, which sat in a spot
located next to the presentday Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post No. 586 (which itself is

Gold Sponsors - Community Day - Thank you!

the site of the former railroad
station). Professional football
player Terry Bradshaw, who had
married local resident Melissa
Babish, frequented Fatigati’s,
which operated from the early
1920s until 1992. People traveled
from all over the region for the
steak, seafood and pasta.
Here are some other
historical tidbits about Cuddy,

courtesy of Mr. Kosky, Mr.
Petrillo and “Images of America:
South Fayette Township”
(Arcadia Publishing, 2015),
the book published for the
Historical Society of South
Fayette Township:
• Cuddy originally was
known as Treveskyn, named
for Indian Chief Treveskyn,
whose village sat atop the high
hill on Hickory Grade Road
where today’s Calvary Church is
located.
• The railroad station was
named Treveskyn, and the post
office was named Cuddy. The
source of the name “Cuddy” is
unknown.
• The first municipal building
was located in a spot that today
serves as a parking lot for Iron
Creek Bar & Grille.
• A major coal mine, National
No. 2 Mine, operated at the
site of today’s South Fayette
Volunteer Fire Department. The
mine closed in 1936.
• The creek Millers Run has
changed locations many times
through the years, sometimes
because of Mother Nature and
sometimes due to strip mining.
—Andrea Iglar

Diamond Sponsor - Touch-a-Truck - Thank you!
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175 YEARS OF HISTORY & PROGRESS

Halftime show
1963-1964 school year

Dominic Scacchitti directing
at band camp, 1960s

Little Green Machine marks 70 years

And the Band Plays On
Little Green Machine.
Where did the South Fayette High School marching band get
its unusual name?
Patricia Scott Ainsworth, a high school office secretary, coined
the name around 1970 during her son’s first varsity football game.
After the halftime band show, she approached director John Testa
and said, “Your band is like a finely tuned little green machine.”
The name eventually was picked up and used in a local

newspaper, and the moniker has stuck ever since.
Established by teacher and jazz trumpeter Dominic Scacchitti in
1947, the band marks its 70th anniversary this year.
The group enjoys rich traditions and continues to perform
noncompetitively at high school football games, parades
and festivals. In addition, past members have formed alumni
associations and, recently, a performing alumni band.
While the band has experienced many eras of music styles and
uniforms over the years, its members, past and present,
have remained loyal to the Little Green Machine.
“We felt like we were part of a family,” recalled
Majorettes
trumpeter Ryan Wolf, a 2004 graduate who is founder of
1952-1953
the Bridgeville Brass, Assistant Conductor of the Allegheny
Brass Band and Assistant Band Director at Martin’s Ferry
(OH) High School.
“What I learned from being in the Green Machine is
something that is still a big part of my life."

The Alumni
In 2011, a serendipitous meeting between Mr. Wolf and
Marylee Ainsworth, Class of 1981, fueled remembrances
of past band experiences and led to the formation of the
South Fayette Band Alumni Association, whose goal is
to maintain and preserve the history and tradition of the
Little Green Machine and to support the South Fayette
School District’s instrumental program.
Along with fellow co-founders Lenore Buchta (Class
of 1984) and Flo Rolin (Class of 1957), the pair created the
Scacchitti-Testa Scholarship, named in memory of the
first two band directors. A graduating music student is
awarded the $1,000 scholarship each spring.
This year, for the first time ever, band alumni from
1951 to 2014 marched in the South Fayette-Bridgeville
Memorial Day Parade and were set to perform at the

By
Charlotte
Smith
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annual Festival of Bands at
the South Fayette High School
stadium in October.

Twirl Girl
The parade performance
inspired Marsha McFalls, Class
of 1991, to form the South
Fayette Majorette Alumni
Association.
“Some of the majorettes
were there, and we were
trying to [recall], ‘Where did
this start?’ or ‘Who was in the
group at that time?’ and nobody
knew,” Ms. McFalls said.
Alumni organizers Ryan Wolf
Determined to create
and Marsha McFalls, 2017
a comprehensive historical
record, the alumni piccolo
play in parades and at carnivals.
player and head majorette spent this
The band formed in 1947 and presented
summer gathering information and
its first concert in Spring 1948. During
launching a website
the following school year, the band began
that features 70 years of
marching and added majorettes, who are
majorette names, photos
required to play a musical instrument in
and traditions, including
addition to twirling a baton.
a 1948 photo of Diane
In the early days, students would
McCracken (pictured
practice after school on hills of slag, or coal
left), the first-ever head
waste, where Morgan Park sits today. Later,
majorette and proud
they would practice in a school parking lot
keeper of the whistle that after dark, turning on car headlights to see.
signaled the band to get
in formation.
John Testa
“It has been a labor
of love,” Ms. McFalls said.
conducting, 1965
Today—in addition to her job as Assistant
Professor of Pharmacy Practice and
Director of Educational Technology in the
Duquesne University School of Pharmacy—
she is a certified baton twirling instructor
whose daughters, Lauren and Kaitlyn, excel
in the sport.
In August, Ms. McFalls and Mr.
Wolf presented the history of the Little
Green Machine in celebration of South
Fayette Township’s 175th anniversary.
Band members from their teens to their
80s learned and reminisced during the
Today, band is a graded class with
program, which was sponsored by South
evening practices occasionally held, and
Fayette Township and the Historical Society members learn and memorize their routines
of South Fayette Township.
during a two-week band camp held each
summer.

Band Evolution

Prior to the school band being formed,
many students were involved in the Cuddy
neighborhood’s South Fayette Junior Drum
& Bugle Corps, which later disbanded.
In the mid-1940s, the township’s fire
departments sponsored musical groups to

The Directors
Mr. Scacchitti, whom his students
called “Sir,” invented the energetic,
choreographed, dance-and-play style for
which the marching band is known.
Mr. Scacchitti did not like to repeat

music, so the band performed a
different show at every football
game's halftime. A signature
song was "Blue Moon," in which
the students held flashlights
while they moved in and
out. This act launched the
showmanship tradition.
Scacchitti held a bachelor’s
degree in music education
from Duquesne University
and had served as part of the
U.S. Air Force Band during
World War II. A jazz musician,
he specialized in the trumpet
and played in numerous
award-winning jazz ensembles,
continuing to share his
knowledge and love of music
until he died in 2011.
Mr. Testa, formerly the assistant
director, took the helm from 1962 to 1990.
A piano player and choir singer, he held a
music education degree from Duquesne
University and had played in the U.S. Army
Band and taught at Avella High School
prior to his tenure at South Fayette.
Clem Rolin, a 1964 graduate, succeeded
Mr. Testa, having been a band member
under both Mr. Scacchitti and Mr. Testa. He
retired in 2003 and continues performing
today as a professional jazz artist.
Mr. Scacchitti’s grandson, Michael
Mackey, a 2000 graduate, became the
band’s fourth director until he left to
pursue his doctorate in jazz studies at the
University of Pittsburgh in 2010.
Eryn Carranza has directed since 2011.

Marching Ahead
Today's band continues traditions that
originated in the early years.
In addition to performing during
football games, the award-winning band
marches in parades and festivals both
locally and out of state.
The Little Green Machine is poised to
keep making memories for years to come.
“My best memories from high school
were made on the field, in the stands, at
band camp and on band trips,” Mr. Wolf
said. “Being in the band made me who I am
today.”
For more about the Little Green Machine, visit
the South Fayette Band Alumni Association on
Facebook; the South Fayette Majorette Alumni
Association at www.sfalumnimajorette.com
and the South Fayette Band Boosters at
www.southfayettebands.org.
South Fayette Connect | Fall 2017 | 13
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Dedicated members of Gladden UP Church in South Fayette Township stand
at the original 600-pound church bell, purchased for $100 in 1897. Front row
from left: Harriett Desmet, Gloria Weyand, Jane Mitchell and Florine Rolin.
Back row: the Rev. Albert George Valentine II (left) and Dave Tournay. Below
left: An offering slip from 1925. Below right: The original church was built in
1895. (Photos: Andrea Iglar)

small church,

BIG HEART

Congregants dedicated to historic church
in South Fayette By Andrea Iglar
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W

hen the doors almost closed a few years ago, a small but
mighty group gathered their strength and pushed them
back open.
Such is the dedication of the members of the 123-year-old
Gladden United Presbyterian Church in South Fayette Township.
“It would be like losing your heart if these doors ever closed,”
said Dave Tournay, 70, a church member for more than 50 years.
“Between the few of us, we keep the doors open.”
A big reason for the devotion is that many families have been
part of the church for generations. Florine Rolin, 81, remembers
when girls were required to wear skirts (no slacks) to Sunday
service, and there wasn’t even an outhouse available.
“It’s a church family,” said Ms. Rolin, a lifelong member whose
grandparents were married in the church. Her sister, Jane Mitchell,
also is a member. Their father, Leonard Desmet, was a church
trustee who in the 1970s had drawn the plans for a new church and
supplied building materials at cost from his lumberyard, Desmet
Lumber & Supply Co.
While the church enjoys a rich history of strong family ties,
a major challenge is a lack of
younger membership to continue
the traditions of the aging
congregation. Attendance at
Sunday service averages 25 people
a week—half of the enrolled
membership. That’s only a portion
of the 150 people the church can
accommodate.

SOUTH FAYETTE TOWNSHIP

1842 - 2017

The Rev. Albert George
Valentine II, who serves the
church part-time, said churches
close at an “alarming rate,”
and Gladden U.P. Church,
which is part of the Pittsburgh
Presbytery, does not wish to
become one of them.
“We’re here, we’re alive,”
he said. “If you’re looking for a
place that’s our style, come over and try us.”
The church includes a sanctuary with stained-glass windows
created in Pittsburgh, a fellowship hall, and an education wing
with a library, nursery and Sunday school classrooms. The 3-acre
grounds include a picnic pavilion and a Community Honor Roll
that recognizes veterans of both World Wars.
Gladden U.P. Church, 755 Millers Run Road, is in the Gladden
neighborhood of South Fayette Township, about a half-mile from
the Cecil border. (Traveling west on Millers Run Road, turn right to
continue onto Millers Run before crossing the railroad tracks to the
Route 50 Original Farmers Market.)
Despite its postal address, the church is not located in
McDonald Borough; it is in South Fayette. The church is a halfmile from the farmers market; 2 ½ miles from the South Fayette
Township Municipal Building; 3 ½ miles from the South Fayette
school campus; and four miles from the Interstate 79 interchange
in South Fayette.
Gladden U.P. Church holds services at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday. A book
and Bible study is being held this fall on Thursdays through Nov. 30.
Details: Call 412-221-5594 or visit www.gladdenchurch.com.

Church History: Gladden UP
Founded Nov. 3, 1894, Gladden United Presbyterian Church—
like South Fayette’s Gladden neighborhood—is named for
Thomas Donaldson Gladden, who owned a farm on the hillside
west of Millers Run. He donated farmland for the church,
which was built in 1895 at a cost of $1,650.
In 1897, Mr. Gladden donated $100 for a 600-pound
church bell, which alerted farm families that it was time to start
heading to Sunday service.
The original church was torn down in 1973 and replaced by
a brick structure in 1974. Today, the bell is housed on the porch
of the church’s education wing. It is the only remaining relic of
the original building.
Around the turn of the century, the industrialist and
philanthropist Andrew Carnegie donated a pipe organ.
Church organist Hazel Parkes played the instrument until
1948—more than half of her 70-year tenure. She retired in 1980
having volunteered to serve without pay since age 16.
Inside the church is a memorabilia room, named in the
memory of history buff and church member Mildred Parkes
Morgan. Records include documents and photos from the
church’s 123-year history such
as calendars listing every
congregant’s birthday and a cloth
wall-hanging embroidered with
the signatures of church members
marking the 1994 centennial
celebration.
—Andrea Iglar

A wall-hanging at
Gladden UP Church is
embroidered with the
signatures of church
members to mark
the 1994 centennial
celebration.
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South Fayette
Library

Kids in Motion!
Toddlers and preschoolers did yoga stretches, chased bubbles, played with a
parachute and enjoyed other fun, healthy movements at Kids in Motion in September.
South Fayette Township Library's free program with Ms. Nicole is held from 10:30 a.m.
to 11 a.m. Wednesdays in October and November (except Nov. 22). Details: 412-2578660 or www.southfayettelibrary.org.
Left column, from top: Emma Yu, 1, pauses during her run around the room; Laya
Srikanth, 2, tries a yoga pose with the help of her mother, Shakthi; and Ariana Larkin,
2, jumps for bubbles. Below, clockwise from left: Cael Dennison, 3, catches bubbles;
Maylin Rigau, 3, and Leah Cook, 2, play with a parachute; and Kali Lewandowski, 4,
laughs as Max Ciancetta, 2, touches shoes with Ms. Nicole during a yoga pose.
—Text & Photos by Andrea Iglar

Gold Sponsors - Community Day - Thank you!
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FALL@Library

The South Fayette Township Library, 515 Millers Run Road, hosts a variety of programs for children, young adults and adults. Register
at www.southfayettelibrary.org under “Events” or call the library at 412-257-8660. Programs are free and held in the library/township
building unless otherwise noted. Here are upcoming highlights:

Youth

Adult

PJ Storytime and Stuffed Animal Sleepover
Thurs. Oct. 19, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
The whole family is invited! Dress in pajamas and make a craft,
then tuck in your stuffed animal for a sleepover in the library.
Pick up your buddies the next day and see photos of their afterhours adventures! Registration is required.

Between Two Libraries Book Discussion Group
Tues. Nov. 7, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Join this new book group and discuss "In the Garden of Beasts:
Love, Terror and an American Family in Hitler's Berlin."

Oh My Dog! No-Bake Pet Treats (Grades 5 & up)
Thurs. Oct. 26, 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Learn how to make simple, yummy treats for your dog or
cat, or leave them for the library to donate to animals at the
Washington Area Humane Society. Registration required.
Trick-or-Treat at the Library
Tues. Oct. 31, Noon – 7:00 p.m.
Make-and-Take Maker Nights (Grades 5 & up)
Tuesdays Oct. 24 & Nov. 28, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Use arts and crafts supplies to bring your artistic ideas to life. All
materials provided for free. Registration required.
Evening Storytime (Baby, toddler, preschooler)
Thursdays: Oct. 26; Nov. 2, 9, 16 & 30
6:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Bring your little one to an after-work storytime with Ms. Nicole.
Artful Stories (Grades 4 & up)
Weds. Nov. 15, 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Learn about artist Claude Monet, including his history,
influences and legacy, then make art in his style. Must register.
Puppy Tales (Ages 6 & up)
Saturdays Nov. 4 & Dec. 2
1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Read to trained therapy dogs, enjoy a craft and get cuddles from
four-legged friends. Registration required.
Storytime with the Grinch
Thurs. Dec. 14, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Enjoy crafts and activities, watch the original cartoon "How the
Grinch Stole Christmas!" and enjoy a reading of the classic Dr.
Seuss tale by the Grinch himself.

Gold Sponsor - Touch-a-Truck - Thank you!

Financial Literacy for Women
Thurs. Nov. 16, 7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.
In this informative, no-pressure class, Heidi Davis, an
independent representative of Primerica and a registered
representative of PFS Investments Inc., teaches fundamental
financial principles. Must register.
Dip Potluck
Sat. Nov. 18, Noon – 2:00 p.m.
From spinach dip to chocolate-dipped fruit, everyone loves dip!
All are welcome to make a dip to share. Please bring crackers, a
serving utensil and copies of your recipe.
Thanksgiving Floral Centerpieces
Tues. Nov. 21, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Barb Vock is back to help us create beautiful, live floral
centerpieces for the holiday. Cost is $15 a person for materials.
Please register and pay at the circulation desk.

Diamond Sponsor - Community Day - Thank you!

FREE delivery is
now available in
South Fayette!
724-941-7725 Ext. 4
www.thealmanac.net/startitup

Serving the South Hills for over 50 years!
SouthHillsAlmanac

@SHillsAlmanac

South Fayette Connect | Fall 2017 | 17

The Power of Parks
Oak tree in Fairview Park inspires neighbor to get healthy
By Andrea Iglar

Rose Altvater was inspired to become
healthier in Fairview Park, thanks in part to
the old, large oak tree pictured behind her to
the right. (Photo: Andrea Iglar)

Walking up a hill in
Fairview Park is not an easy
climb, but Rose Altvater
was determined.
To improve her health
and lose weight, she began
walking regularly in the
South Fayette Township
park in February despite
the cold, snow and hilly
terrain.
At first, she could
barely complete one loop
around a parking lot. One
day when she was feeling
defeated and doubtful, she
sat on a tree stump to rest
and felt a friendly presence

behind her.
“I looked behind me and saw a craggy, wonderfully huge oak
tree,” Ms. Altvater said. “I felt something say to me, ‘Keep going.’”
Motivated to continue her quest, in the following weeks she
began to lose weight, improve her diet, and loop around the park
twice—a feat that included tackling the steep incline of what she

dubbed “Abomination Hill.”
This success was reason enough for Ms. Altvater, 55, of
Bridgeville Borough, to feel glad—but her experience at Fairview
Park did not end there.
As she walked, Ms. Altvater began feeling an unusual sensation
that concerned her, and she sought a medical opinion. A doctor
soon found that she was experiencing angina, and her left anterior
descending artery was 90 percent blocked. Fortunately, she was
able to receive treatment and survive a heart condition that often is
called “the widowmaker.”
Ms. Altvater said if she hadn’t kept walking and been attuned
to the signs her body was giving her, she might not be here today.
“To me, it’s not just a park; it’s a second chance,” she said.
“People drive by parks and don’t think anything of it, but my life
was saved there.”
For details about South Fayette Township Parks & Recreation, please
visit www.southfayettepa.com/parksandrec or call 412-221-8700.
For information about heart health, visit the
American Heart Association at www.heart.org
or call 412-208-3550. Always seek professional
medical advice with questions or concerns
related to a health condition, and ask your
doctor before starting any exercise program.

Platinum Sponsor - Community Day - Thank you!

18 |

SouthFayettePA.com

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

South Fayette Community Day!

South Fayette Township's second annual South Fayette Community Day was held Sat. Aug. 26, 2017, in Fairview Park. About 3,000
people enjoyed more than 100 vendor booths, food and drinks, family activities and two stages of live entertainment, including the
township's 175th Anniversary Ceremony and Variety Show. The event is held each year on the last Saturday of August.
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When an unexpected illness occurs,
visit Children’s Express Care.
Weeknights: 5–9 p.m.
Saturday: Noon–8 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Children’s South
205 Millers Run Road
Bridgeville, PA 15017

chp.edu/express
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Proudly serving our
community for over
160 years.

South Fayette Office & Loan Center

Newbury Gateway Shops • 160 Millers Run Rd. • 412-257-2780
Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC. Copyright © 2017, Dollar Bank, Federal Savings.
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South Fayette Township

Trash & Recycling
Curbside Collection is Thursday

South Fayette Township

South Fayette Township contracts with Waste Management for curbside
collection of garbage and mixed, single-bin recycling at homes with four
or fewer units. Please do NOT bag your recycling. Pickup day is Thursday
unless otherwise noted. Garbage is collected weekly. Recycling is collected
every 2 weeks. Place bins at the curb the night before.

Oct.

Nov.
5

Trash Collection

12
Trash Collection
Recycling

19
Trash Collection

Dec.
2

Trash Collection

Trash Collection
Recycling

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship
twitter.com/SouthFayetteTwp

Peggy Patterson, Executive Assistant x10

Trash Collection
Recycling

14
Trash Collection

Parks & Recreation

21
Trash Collection
Recycling

Finance

Paula Simmons, Director x17

Nancy Degenhardt, Director x25

Planning, Engineering,
Zoning & Building

Community Development
& Communications

Mike Benton, Township Engineer
John Kanaskie, Engineer Technician
Gary Hartz, Building Code Official
Joe Niedermeyer, Inspector
Shannen Rusilko, Assistant x19

Public Works

Butch Truitt, Director x23
Nick Nickolas, Superintendent
Dan Dernosek, Foreman

16
Trash Collection

www.SouthFayettePA.com

Ryan Eggleston, Township Manager

7

9

515 Millers Run Road, South Fayette PA 15064
412-221-8700

Andrea Iglar, Director x31

Human Resources

La Verne Diggs, Director

Police Department

John Phoennik, Chief of Police
Evonne Williams, Police Secretary
Police Business Office: 412-221-2170
Emergency/Dispatch: 9-1-1

Community Resources
South Fayette Township Library

Benjamin Hornfeck, 412-257-8660, southfayettelibrary.org

South Fayette Area Senior Citizens Association
Margie Smith, 412-221-3730, southfayettepa.com/seniors

26
Trash Collection
Recycling

24

Trash Collection
Recycling
FRIDAY
1-day delay due to
Thanksgiving

29

Trash Collection
FRIDAY
1-day delay due to
Christmas

Recycling Resources:
southfayettepa.com/
recycle
Waste Management:
wm.com
1-800-866-4460

Trash Collection

Leaf Collections:
Sat. Nov. 4
&
Sat. Nov. 18

Historical Society of South Fayette Township

Emily Williamson-Brady, 412-257-3523, southfayettepa.com/history

Tax Collectors

Real Estate/Property Tax: southfayettepa.com/tax
Earned Income Tax: Jordan Tax, 412-835-5243, jordantax.com

30
Township Calendar:
southfayettepa.com/
calendar

South Fayette School District

Dr. Bille Rondinelli, 412-221-4542, southfayette.org

Trash,
Recycling
& Reuse
Information

Municipal Authority (Dye Tests & Sanitary Sewers)
Jerry Brown, 412-257-5100, matsf.net

South West Communities Chamber of Commerce
Mandi Pryor, 412-221-4100, swccoc.org

Volunteer Fire Departments in South Fayette

Cuddy, Fairview, Oak Ridge, Sturgeon: southfayettepa.com/fire

PoPolice, Fire, Ambulance: 9-1-1

