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Manager's Message JOHN M. BARRETT

T

his issue of South Fayette Connect
reminds me of the phrase, “standing
on the shoulders of giants,” which
refers to the idea that progress is
achieved by building on the work of others.
In the article “10 Years of Leaps and
Bounds” (page 22), we take a 10-year lookback
at our community and highlight the growth
and advancement of South Fayette Township
services, equipment, infrastructure and more.
In the past decade, we have experienced
surges in real estate values, population and
development. No one can deny how much South
Fayette has progressed and how quickly the
changes seemingly have occurred.
However, it is apparent that these changes
were not by happenstance but rather the result of
countless hours of hard work and dedication by community leaders. These metaphorical
giants have set up the township for success.
I am reminded that we are working today so future generations can reap the
benefits of our efforts. Our predecessors have laid the foundation, and now we have the
obligation to pay it forward. The task is tall, but I am both optimistic and encouraged
that the township’s trajectory will continue.
The construction of the new municipal center and police station (page 16), the
continued expansion and development of Fairview Park (page 26), the completion of the
Southern Beltway and other road improvements (page 15), along with the professional
advancement of our employees and police officers, represent just a fraction of the
township’s positive momentum.
And there is plenty more to come.
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South Fayette

SHORTS

Population grows by 27%
The population of South Fayette Township
jumped from 14,416 in the 2010 U.S.
Census to 18,358 in 2020—an increase of
27.3%. More than a quarter of residents
are under age 18.

Community Day sponsors and
vendors wanted
South Fayette Community Day is 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Sat. Aug. 27 at Fairview Park.
Sign up to be a vendor, sponsor or both:
southfayettepa.com/communityday.

Trash and recycling must be
placed at curb by 6 a.m.
Residents are reminded to please place
trash cans and recycling bins at the curb
by 6 a.m. on their pickup day. Collection
times may vary. Any missed pickups due
to late placement cannot be picked up
until the next scheduled collection.

Magazine honored with
national award
South Fayette Connect earned
second place in the magazine
category of the National Association
of Government Communicators'
2022 Blue Pencil and Gold Screen
Awards.

Homeowner groups asked to
update contact information
Does your homeowner
association have new
officers? Please update
your contacts with
South Fayette Township,
and tell us what issues
are important to your neighborhood:
southfayettepa.com/rollcall.

Executive editor Andrea Iglar
accepted the award from group
president Scott Thomsen during the
national conference in Louisville,
Kentucky, in May (pictured).
The awards recognize quality,
creativity and cost-effectiveness in
federal, state and local government
communications.

Free food for senior citizens
Adults age 60 or older who meet certain
income guidelines may register to receive
a free box of nonperishable foods, plus
cheese, once a month through the
Senior Food Box Program. Distribution
is held at the South Fayette Township
building. Details: 412-221-8700 ext. 222 or
southfayettepa.com/foodbox.

"We believe that every citizen has a
right to equal, full, understandable
and timely facts," Thomsen
said. "The example set by these
government communicators is one
we should all follow."

Police officer takes oath
Nick Walter (left) has joined the South
Fayette Township Police Department.
Walter formerly served as a police
officer full-time in Shaler and part-time
in Frazier and East Deer.
He graduated from the police
academy at Indiana University of
Pennsylvania, where he also earned a
bachelor's degree in criminology.
District Judge Maureen McGrawDesmet administered his oath in June,
when Police Chief John Phoennik
(right) introduced him to the Board of
Commissioners.

Weather station posted at library

Scan QR code for
weather data

Public Works employees Mark Mitchell and John “JB” Barrett,
pictured on ladders, mounted a solar-powered weather
station at the South Fayette Township Library in April. The
system provides weather forecasts and data about local
temperature, rain, high wind, lightning and more. The public
can access the data at tempesttwx.com/station/72079.
The project was funded by a $500 grant from the Allegheny
County Library Association.
—Photo & text by Andrea Iglar
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Meet

Ask Abbey

How do I obtain real estate tax
information, such as bills, receipts
and 3-year tax certifications?
For information related to township or school
district property taxes, contact the elected tax
collector, Kevin Biber.

S

outh Fayette voters elected Kevin
Biber to collect real estate taxes for
both South Fayette Township and
the South Fayette School District.
How do I contact the tax collector?
For all tax information and questions,
reach out directly to the tax collector
by telephone at 412-221–9250. If he is
unavailable, please leave a voicemail with
your phone number, and he will call you
back at his earliest convenience.
Does the tax collector have an
office in the township building?
No, the tax collector is an elected official
and operates independently. Township
employees do not have access to any tax
information at the municipal office.
Does the tax collector hold inperson hours?
Yes, the tax collector is available in
person for limited hours during the
discount payment periods. You can find
an insert with your tax bill noting the
dates and times.
He collects township real estate taxes
(4.73 mills) at the South Fayette Township
building, 515 Millers Run Road.
He collects school taxes (26.7 mills)
at the South Fayette School District
administration building, 3680 Old
Oakdale Road.

What are the discount periods?
Each year, township tax bills are mailed
April 1 and can be paid at a 2% discount
up to May 31; at face amount up to July
31; or at a 10% penalty amount up to
December 31.
School district tax bills are mailed
July 1 and can be paid at a 2% discount up
to August 31; at face value up to October
31; or at a 10% penalty up to December 31.
If I can’t make it in person, how can
I pay my taxes?
Make your check payable to Kevin Biber,
Tax Collector, and mail your payment to:
Kevin Biber, Tax Collector
P.O. Box 31
Morgan, PA 15064
How much does a tax no-lien letter
cost?
Cost is $50, with the check made payable
to Kevin Biber, Tax Collector.

ABBEY SCHEERER

A

bbey Scheerer enjoys working
with the public and interacting
with coworkers in the South
Fayette Township office. For the past
year, she has been the administrative
assistant for planning, zoning,
building and code. "I'm definitely a
people person," she says.
Hometown: Grew up in Baldwin;
lives in Union, Washington County
Education: Graduated from Baldwin
High School
Family: Daughter, Charlotte, 6
Past Jobs: Cashier at Trax Farms;
dental assistant; dog grooming
assistant; day care teacher; clerk for
Dormont Borough
Hobbies: Golfing and oil painting
First Car: White Mazda CX-3
Favorite Food: Potatoes, any style
Favorite Vacation: Any beach
Bucket List: Visit Bora Bora, a South
Pacific island famous for overwater
bungalows
Favorite TV Show: Friends
Favorite Movie: Braveheart

Abbey Scheerer is an administrative
assistant with South Fayette Township.

Best Quality of South Fayette:
"Everything is up-and-coming and
exciting, and so much is happening."

Submit your township-related question
by email to magazine@sftwp.com or mail
South Fayette Township, Attn: Ask Abbey,
515 Millers Run Road, South Fayette PA
15064.

Fun Fact: Last year, Abbey won an
online fitness challenge organized
by Ashley Horner, a fitness celebrity
and trainer. Abbey competed against
500 people to win the $5,000 prize.
— Andrea Iglar
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Walnut Ridge offers plenty of space for children
Bigger homes inspire house hopping in South Fayette
By Andrea Iglar

Management Co.: Community
Management Advisors, Inc.
Number of Homes: 110
Home Types: Single-family
Years Built: 2014–2019

Private Amenities: Common green
space
HOA Top Issues of Interest:
Community involvement, safety,
stormwater
Fun Fact: A conservation agent
relocated a family of beavers from
a stormwater detention basin last
fall, after the animals began felling
trees and building a dam in the
neighborhood's stormwater pond.
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Location: East side of Battle Ridge
Road

dg

Streets: Walnut Ridge Drive, Walnut
Ridge Circle, Sweet Gum Court

Ri

Builders: Ryan Homes and
Heartland Homes (NVR, Inc.)

ck

Homeowner Association: Walnut
Ridge Garden Club

Du

Walnut Ridge

Walnut Ridge is a utopia for kids.
Residents also enjoy the location and
The South Fayette neighborhood’s
character and convenience of Walnut Ridge
bigger homes and larger lots have attracted
and the township in general.
residents seeking more space for their
Riskus and his girlfriend, who do not
growing families.
have children, built a house in Walnut
“One of my neighbors calls this
Ridge three years ago largely because of
neighborhood ‘kidtopia’ because there’s
highway access and easy commutes to
kids running around all over the place on
Washington County.
their bikes and scooters,” said Josh Bryant, a
“We kind of gravitated toward South
board member of the Walnut Ridge Garden Fayette,” he said. “It’s very convenient.”
Club.
Bryant, a resident since 2016,
'
t
s
Six-year resident Dan
enjoys the natural setting and
n
y
ard in
rya
sh B
Wa
o
J
D’Angelo, secretary of the
wildlife in Walnut Ridge.
t
ln u
i si
v
t
homeowner association,
“There’s trees and
s
said the spacious
forest around us,”
homes have created
he said. “The green
a community of
space is really nice.”
children that have
Residents
further enticed
spot deer, ducks,
families to move
coyotes, birds and
in.
turkeys—including
“That was a
Bob the Turkey,
big reason that they
who likes to stand in
chose to pick up and
the middle of the road
move and build was for
and gobble at cars.
all the kids that were in
Most houses in the
the neighborhood,” D’Angelo
neighborhood are located
said.
along Walnut Ridge Circle, a
All 110 single-family homes include
1-mile loop lined with sidewalks.
at least four or five bedrooms. Property
A common area in the middle of
frontage and home lots are sizable.
the circle sometimes serves as a spot for
Chris Riskus, the homeowner board
gatherings, games and sled riding.
president, was surprised to notice some
The neighborhood includes a diverse
of his neighbors had relocated to Walnut
mix of cultures and ages, and a single access
Ridge not from other communities but
point on Battle Ridge Road helps make the
from other parts of South Fayette itself: “I
neighborhood safe, D’Angelo said.
thought that was unheard of," he said.
“All the sidewalks makes it nice for
One reason many families stay in the
things like Halloween,” he said. “That one
community when they upsize is to remain
way in and out makes it seem a little private
in the South Fayette School District.
even though you’re off of Battle Ridge.”
Tom Harcarik said his family relocated
Overall, Riskus said he enjoys living in
to a four-bedroom home in Walnut Ridge
a neighborhood full of kids and friends.
when they outgrew their three-bedroom in
“It’s a nice walking community,”
The Berkshires, an adjacent South Fayette
he said, “where you get to know your
neighborhood. His children were able to
neighbors.”
stay in the school district.
South Fayette Township

@SouthFayettePA
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◀ Sam Darnley gives her son,
Remington, 2, a cookie after
drawing with chalk on their
driveway pavement in May. She
and her husband, Michael—who
grew up in the Apple Ridge
neighborhood of South Fayette—
built in Walnut Ridge in 2015.
Photo by Andrea Iglar
▼ Clockwise from bottom left:
A double rainbow arches over
backyards in Walnut Ridge in May.
Photo courtesy of Josh Bryant
Chris Riskus resides in a
4-bedroom, 3 1/2-bath house on
Walnut Ridge Circle.
Photo courtesy of Chris Riskus
Most homes sit along the curve of
Walnut Ridge Circle (foreground).
Homes are generally larger
than they are in The Berkshires
(background).
Photo by Andrea Iglar
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WINNER

South Fayette woman wins Pittsburgh Marathon
Nicole Hilton was running champ at South Fayette High School
By Andrea Iglar
Almost everything about running has surprised Nicole Hilton.
She was surprised to be recruited for the track team during her
junior year at South Fayette High School.
She was surprised when she won regional and state
championships in running.
And she was surprised to win the first full marathon that she
ever ran.
Hilton was the top female finisher at the Dick’s Sporting Goods
Pittsburgh Marathon in May, winning the $7,000 first-place prize.
She ran 26.2 miles in 2 hours, 49 minutes, 49 seconds—under
her 3-hour goal, and four minutes and one second ahead of the
second-place finisher.
The South Fayette native, 29, said her constant surprise about
her running career, starting as a newbie in high school, has lifted
some pressure to win races.
“Everything was a surprise,” Hilton said following the
marathon win. “Being that naïve, though, is sometimes a good
thing. … When you fail, I don’t think it hurts as bad because you
didn’t expect to succeed in the first place.”
But Hilton succeeded during the Pittsburgh race, winding
through the streets of 14 city neighborhoods.
On a hill in the West End, about a quarter through the course,
Hilton pulled ahead of experienced runner Ann Mazur and spent
the rest of her run in the lead.
By mile 24, Hilton was sore and tired, but she pushed herself
across the finish line.

“The crowds help you go,” she said. “There were people
cheering for you.”
Among the supporters were her mother, Kim (nee Duchess)
Hilton, her father, Jamie, and her sister, Natalie, 25. Her father and
sister had run the half-marathon.
When Jamie saw Nicole rounding the bend toward the finish
line between two escort bikes, he knew his daughter was in first
place.
“It was kind of a shock, but not really because she’s a great
runner,” he said. “I’m very proud about it, but the credit all goes to
her for her work ethic. She’s a tough one.”
In high school, Nicole played soccer, softball and basketball,
and she began running with her father to condition for soccer.
Just as Hilton finished the Pittsburgh Great Race with her dad
in the fall of her junior year, South Fayette High School coach Joe
Winans spotted her in a South Fayette basketball shirt and began
a months-long campaign to recruit her for the track and crosscountry teams.
Winans recalled saying, “I don’t know how good you are at
basketball, but I can guarantee you aren’t as good at it as you are at
running.”
Eventually, Hilton relented, running half of her junior
year and all of her senior year. She won five regional (WPIAL)
championships in track and field—the 1,600- and 3,200-meter races
in both years, plus cross-country in her senior year.
As a senior, she won the 3,200-meter at states (PIAA) in 2011,

Gold Sponsors ◆ Concert in the Park ◆ Thank you!

Expert care from people who care.
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◀ Nicole Hilton finishes first among women
in the Pittsburgh Marathon in May.
▼ Fellow South Fayette resident Troy Schooley,
CEO of race organizer P3R, drapes a flag over
Hilton's shoulders after she crosses the finish
line. (Photos courtesy of P3R)

and she placed fifth in cross-country.
Hilton was one of the “first best” runners in the school’s
running program, which was established in 2006, Winans said.
“We were still in our infancy when Nicole came in and helped
establish us as a strong track and cross-country school, and we’ve
continued to grow that ever since,” he said.
Winans said it is surprising for someone to win a marathon the
first time out, but he was not surprised by Hilton’s win because she
is a tenacious, hard-working athlete with the skills to be successful.
After graduating high school in 2011, Hilton earned a partial
scholarship for running at Ohio State University, where she earned
a bachelor’s degree in exercise science.
She later moved back to her hometown
and became a physical therapy assistant.
She works at Ridgeview Physical Therapy &
Wellness Center in Abele Business Park in
South Fayette.
Physical therapist Heather Torris, owner
of Ridgeview, said Hilton’s hard work and
determination led to her success.
“It is so awesome to see something like
this happen to such a humble person,” Torris
said.
Hilton trained for the marathon for
16 weeks, building endurance by running
seven days a week. The farthest she ran in
one session was 20 miles, so she didn’t know
what to expect on marathon day when she
would cover more than 26 miles.
Mustering self-discipline to complete

the marathon not only was a physical feat, informed by her
knowledge of body mechanics, but also a mental game, she said.
Hilton said by the time she crossed the finish line, “I was very
tired, and I was very grateful to be done running. I don’t think I
could have run one more step.”
On the other side of the finish line, South Fayette resident
Troy Schooley, CEO of race organizer P3R, greeted Hilton and
draped an American flag over her shoulders.
Despite a flurry of media interviews and a handshake with
Pittsburgh Mayor Ed Gainey, Hilton didn’t fully realize the
significance of her win until she received an outpouring of wellwishes from South Fayette community
members, friends, and former coaches,
teachers and classmates.
Hilton said she is honored to represent
South Fayette as winner of the women’s
marathon, which draws top American and
international athletes.
“When you are from a tight-knit
community, anything that represents that,
and represents your home and where your
heart is, that’s a good feeling,” Hilton said.
What comes next in Hilton’s running
career?
She plans to finish the Boston
Marathon.
“That’s on the list probably for next year,
and then we’ll go from there,” she said with
a laugh.
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Bags to Benches

"From all those little plastic bags,
what we end up with is a bench
that we get the chance to donate
here into the community.”

40,000 plastic bags make a bench

—Mike Crossey

Lions club donates recycled seating to library
By Andrea Iglar
What does it feel like to sit on more than 40,000 plastic grocery
bags?
It feels like sitting on a bench in the courtyard of South Fayette
Township Library.
Over a six-month period, the Bridgeville Greater Area Lions
Club collected 500 pounds of clear plastic—a weight equal to
40,500 store bags—to be recycled into an outdoor bench.
On May 19, South Fayette resident and Lions member Mike
Crossey led the bench unveiling, along with club president Frank
DeLuca, vice president Joan Kerlin and secretary Dan Hupp.
“The beautiful thing is all of that plastic is staying out of our
oceans, it’s staying out of our rivers, it’s staying out of our landfills,
and it’s getting recycled,” Crossey said.
“And from all those little plastic bags, what we end up with is a
bench that we get the chance to donate here into the community.”
Two recycling boxes sit outside the library entrance, 515
Millers Run Road, where people have been dropping off plastic film
products such as grocery bags, bubble wrap and dry-cleaning bags.
When the collection reached 500 pounds, volunteers from the
Lions club delivered the plastic to Giant Eagle, which shipped the
materials to Trex, a Virginia-based company that manufactures
composite decking and other outdoor products using recycled
plastic and reclaimed wood.
▼ Lions Club members (from left) Dan Hupp, Joan Kerlin, Mike Crossey
and Frank DeLuca donate a bench for the patio at South Fayette Township
Library. The bench is made of recycled plastic film, such as grocery store
bags. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)

As part of its NexTrex community recycling challenge, Trex
recycled the plastic into composite slats and constructed a bench at
no charge.
Ben Hornfeck, the library director, said the bench expands
seating in the municipal building courtyard, where the library
holds activities.
“It will make it even easier as we hold storytimes and other
programs out here this summer, so we are very appreciative of it,”
he said.
The Lions also collected plastic at the Bridgeville Public Library
and donated a bench there.
Plastic grocery bags and other plastic film are prohibited in
regular curbside recycling bins.
The collection boxes at the library accept clean, dry plastic film
that is free of food residue.
Each acceptable item will be labeled with the recycling number
2 or 4, and it will stretch if you pull it.
Examples include:
•

Grocery bags

•

Produce bags

•

Bread bags

•

Bubble wrap

•

Plastic shipping envelopes

•

Dry cleaning bags

•

Newspaper sleeves

•

Ice bags

•

Pallet wrap and stretch film

Gold Sponsor ◆ Joy-Thru Fairview ◆ Thank you!
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blue is the new orange
South Fayette Conservation Group gets environmental award
State honors Gladden treatment plant for cleaning up creeks
By Andrea Iglar
South Fayette has been
recognized for completing
one of the top environmental
projects in the state.
The Pennsylvania
Department of
Environmental Protection
in April presented a 2022
Governor’s Award for
Environmental Excellence
to the South Fayette
Conservation Group.
The citizen-led nonprofit
is responsible for building
the Gladden Acid Mine
Drainage Treatment Plant on
Parks Road in the Gladden
neighborhood of South
Fayette.
The plant has cleaned
up polluted water from
abandoned coal mines,
turning orange creeks blue.
The South Fayette
project was among 15
honored statewide for
environmental protection,
economic impact and more.
“The Environmental
Excellence honorees show
the creative and innovative
ways we can improve our
environment,” Governor
Tom Wolf said.
Steve Frank, president of
the conservation group, said
the $14 million Gladden plant
will help with economic
development.
“This should be
really great for the new
development downstream,
around Newbury and Millers
Run, because the streams
look so much better," he said.
The nonprofit
Pennsylvania Environmental
Council hosted a dinner in
Harrisburg April 26 to honor
winners.
Representatives from
South Fayette and project
engineer Tetra Tech attended

the award ceremony.
“A lot of people came
together to get this done,”
Frank said.
Since the plant began
operating in January 2021,
it has eliminated the largest
source of iron pollution
in the lower Chartiers
watershed by pumping and
treating more than one
million gallons of polluted
water daily. Creeks that had
appeared orange now run
clear.
Trout were stocked this
year upstream of the plant,
and if the water quality is
good enough, fish may swim
further down Millers Run
than they have before.
Following 10 years of
work, conservation group
members installed the
treatment plant with federal
grants.
The group also has been
awarded Growing Greener
state money to help fund
operation and maintenance,
and to seal a creek, Fishing
Run, so its water does not
infiltrate an abandoned mine.
Featured speakers at the
ceremony were Cindy Adams
Dunn, secretary of the state
Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources, and
Patrick McDonnell, secretary
of the state Department of
Environmental Protection.
“It is always a privilege
to spotlight people going
above and beyond to improve
the environment and make
our great outdoor spaces
more accessible,” McDonnell
said.

▲ Representatives of South Fayette and project engineer Tetra Tech Inc.
attended the award ceremony in Harrisburg in April. Seated from left:
Stephen Frank, the South Fayette Conservation Group president, and Tom
Gray, Heather Trexler and Mark Perry of Tetra Tech. Standing, from left:
Eric Cavazza of Tetra Tech; South Fayette resident John Alan Kosky, whose
family provided land to build the plant; conservation group treasurer Bob
Milacci; and Gwen Rodi, president of the South Fayette Township Board of
Commissioners. (Photo courtesy of Pennsylvania Environmental Council)

Join the South Fayette Conservation
Group: southfayetteconservation.com.

follow
the water
Did you know a drop of
water in South Fayette
can end up in the Gulf of
Mexico?
Follow a raindrop's
potential path through
natural waterways
at river-runner.
samlearner.com.
From South Fayette,
water can travel to the gulf
via Millers Run, Chartiers
Creek, the Ohio River and the
Mississippi River.
Keeping water clean locally helps
keep water clean in places you
might not even imagine.
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South Fayette BUSINESS

Empanada eatery opens in South Fayette
Owners are natives of Argentina and township residents
By Andrea Iglar
A family-owned empanada
restaurant has opened in
South Fayette.
Argentina natives
Cristina Miller and Federico
Ahualli, township residents
for 18 years, opened the
Empanada Company in June
on Washington Pike.
The eatery serves six
types of empanadas, which
are stuffed pockets of thin,
crispy wheat dough shaped
like half-moons.
“It’s like a big pierogi, or a
dough pocket with stuffing,”
Ahualli said.
The handheld, savory
pies may be filled with meat,
vegetables or both. The
insides are juicy, so have
napkins handy.
Empanadas are common
throughout South America,
with each country and region
having their own traditions.
The most popular fillings
in Argentinian empanadas are
beef and chicken spiced with
cumin, paprika, onion and
other seasonings. You can eat

them baked or fried.
Miller, who grew up in
Mendoza, Argentina, learned
to make empanadas from her
mother—who learned from
past generations. Families
traditionally eat them as
appetizers before barbecue on
Sundays, she said.
Over the past two years,
Miller has been sending
photos and videos to her
relatives in Argentina to
update them about the
restaurant’s progress.
Her 79-year-old mother,
Mercedes, offered advice
about recipes.
Miller took “some, but
not all” of the suggestions,
she said with a laugh.
Empanada Company
held a ribbon cutting
celebration June 2, in
partnership with the Small
Business Development
Center at the University
of Pittsburgh. Consultant
Brent Rondon—also a South
Fayette resident—provided
entrepreneurial resources and

training at no cost.
Gwen Rodi, president of
the South Fayette Township
Board of Commissioners,
thanked the owners for
investing close to home.
“What better people
than our own residents
of South Fayette to open a
business right here in the
community,” she said.
Ahualli also owns two
businesses headquartered in
Abele Business Park in South
Fayette: AustralTek and 4i
Platform Inc., which provide
industrial engineering and
technology services.
The couple lived in many
countries before becoming
U.S. citizens.
Miller’s father had
worked for the United
Nations, so she left Argentina
at age five and lived in
Honduras, Uruguay, Panama,
Mexico and Brazil.
She returned to
Argentina for college and
became a pharmacist, and
then she met Ahualli. They

“It’s like a big pierogi,
or a dough pocket
with stuffing."

—Federico Ahualli

lived in Venezuela and Brazil
before moving to the U.S. on
July 3, 2003, and settling in
South Fayette in 2004.
“We love this place, so we
wanted to be here forever,”
Miller said.
Their younger son, Lucas,
recently finished his freshman
year at South Fayette High
School, while Nick, 20,
attends Pitt.
Both sons grew up eating
their mom’s homemade
empanadas.
“Half days and last days
of school, she would always
make them,” Nick said.
Throughout the years,
Miller had made empanadas
for friends and neighbors,
who kept saying she should
start a food business.

Gold Sponsors ◆ Movies in the Park ◆ Thank you!
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▶ Empanada Company
owners Cristina Miller
(right) and Federico Ahualli
(white shirt) celebrate the
restaurant opening in June
with their sons Nick (left)
and Lucas.
Natives of Argentina, the
couple has lived in South
Fayette Township for 18
years.
▼ Friends and township
officials join the family for a
ribbon cutting.
Photos by Andrea Iglar

When the pandemic hit
in 2020, Miller stayed home
and cooked empanadas.
In October, the couple
purchased the building that
formerly housed The Wheel
Restaurant and Lounge and
began renovations.
The restaurant routinely
offers six varieties of
empanadas: beef, chicken,
barbecue pork, ham and
cheese, tuna and sweet corn,
which is vegetarian.
“Three empanadas are a
good meal,” Ahualli said.
Miller makes the fillings
and dough pockets from
scratch, using a machine to
stuff 1,000 per hour.

The empanadas are
flash-frozen. Customers can
order hot empanadas to eat
in or take out, or buy frozen
trays of them to warm in the
oven at home.
Vegan empanadas are
available frozen by ordering
in advance.
Sides include lentil stew
and fries. Desserts are choco
nougat (oatmeal, chocolate
and dulce de leche layered
in crackers) and tortas fritas
(fried dough with sugar and
syrup).
“I’ve been taste testing
everything,” Nick said.
“Especially the desserts,”
his father added.

Empanada Company, 3058 Washington Pike, South Fayette:
412-221-1750; Facebook, Instagram, TikTok;
empanadacompany.com.

Gold Sponsors ◆ Movies in the Park ◆ Thank you!
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South Fayette BUSINESS

Tesla coming to
Newbury Market

Diamond Sponsor ◆ Bunny Hop Trail ◆ Thank you!

▲ Automotive company
Tesla, Inc. is building
a 35,000-square-foot
showroom and service center
at Newbury Market in South
Fayette Township.
The Austin, Texas-based
electric car maker hopes to
open by the end of the year
near Carvana, Topgolf and
BJ’s Wholesale Club.
The South Fayette location,
visible from Interstate 79,
will be the first in Allegheny
County.
Drone image courtesy of
Team TF South Fayette
Architectural rendering
courtesy of LGA Partners
—Andrea Iglar
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▶ Nine-year-old twins McKenna, left, and
Mia Altavilla of South Fayette enjoy acai
smoothie bowls at Salud Powered by Mana
in May. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)

Smoothie and
juice bar opens
at Hastings
It turns out you can get the health
benefits of spinach without
necessarily chewing the leafy
greens.
Drinking a 2-ounce shot of
fresh wheatgrass juice is like eating
five pounds of spinach, according
to Salud Powered by Mana.
The smoothie and juice bar
opened May 19 in the Hastings
neighborhood in South Fayette
Township.
The menu includes “health
shots” such as organic wheatgrass,
plus fresh-pressed juices, drinkable
smoothies and smoothie bowls—
essentially smoothies topped with
granola and fresh fruit that are
eaten with a spoon.
Cameron Frye, the general
manager, said Salud offers items to
match anyone’s dietary restrictions
or desired health benefits.
“Everything we make is fresh
and healthy,” he said.
Available ingredients include
fruits and vegetables, nuts, seeds,
spices, honey, protein powder and
even bee pollen.
Three types of juice cleanse
kits are packaged for pickup.
Coffee also is available.
Salud means “health” in
Spanish. The company defines
“mana” as “a spiritual energy and
healing power which can exist in
places, objects and persons.”
Other Salud locations are in
Sewickley and Shadyside.
The South Fayette store is
open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily.

Diamond Sponsor ◆ Bunny Hop Trail ◆ Thank you!

Salud Powered by Mana, 1433
Hastings Crescent, South Fayette
15017: 412.319.7067; Instagram,
Facebook, LinkedIn, TikTok;
saludjuicery.com.
—Andrea Iglar
South Fayette Connect | Summer 2022 | 13

South Fayette CODE CORNER

Woof, Meow!

Code encourages responsible pet ownership
Township law covers some guidelines for dogs, cats and other domestic animals
By John Kanaskie
Dogs, cats and other domestic animals can be wonderful
companions. In many cases, they are considered not
only pets but also family members.
Keeping pets comes with responsibilities,
though, and portions of the South Fayette Township
code address those duties.
One inevitable issue all pet owners must think
about is, “What am I going to do with the poop?”
Well, there’s an ordinance for that.
The township animal code states that all
exterior property and premises must
be maintained in a clean, safe and
sanitary condition.
Specifically, pet owners
must take note of these
regulations:
• Pet waste must be picked up often and
disposed of in a proper trash receptacle.

•

Pets must remain on a leash at all times unless they are
in a designated off-leash dog park. (A 5-acre, fenced,
wooded dog park is in development at Fairview Park
and expected to open this year.)

•

Leashes must be no longer than 12 feet.

• Pet waste may not be dumped into storm inlets,
detention basins or neighboring properties.

•

Pets displaying aggressive behavior toward people or
other pets won't be permitted to return to the park.

• Pets may not cause unreasonable odors.

•

Leashed or not, pets are never permitted on any athletic
field, sports court or playground.

•

Pet owners are required to clean up, remove and dispose
of all animal waste in the proper receptacles.

• Pets may not cause unsanitary conditions in
enclosures or their surroundings.
• Pets are not permitted to defecate on
any public sidewalk, park or building,
or on any private property without the
consent of the property owner.
The code also addresses pet behavior.
Cats may not damage the property of anyone
(other than the owner).
It is unlawful for any person to intentionally
provide food, water or other forms of
sustenance or care to a nuisance cat.
Anyone who feeds a stray or homeless
cat must take full
responsibility for
treating the cat
humanely and
providing proper food,
water, shelter, veterinary
care, rabies vaccination, and
spaying or neutering.
Owners cannot
allow their animal
to make loud
or harsh
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noises on a continual basis to the extent that it disturbs or
interferes with the peace, quiet, rest or sleep of other people.
If a dog is barking and causing a disturbance, call 911
immediately because the issue must be addressed while the
nuisance is actually happening.
Additional dog regulations are set by Pennsylvania and
Allegheny County, in accordance with the State Dog Law.
Township law addresses the leashing of dogs inside
township parks, including Fairview, Morgan, Boys Home,
Preservation and Sturgeon.
In parks, pet owners are responsible for the actions of their
pets and always must maintain control of their animals.
Here are other guidelines for pets in parks:

Thank you for being a responsible pet owner.
John Kanaskie is the code enforcement officer for South Fayette
Township.

Pet Code
Pets permitted at home: Maximum 4 dogs and 6 cats
(Kennels have different requirements.)
Code: South Fayette Township General Legislation,
Animals: §102-3 Prohibited Acts
Purpose: To encourage responsible pet ownership
Applies to: All zoning districts
Code Violation: $600 fine, plus fees and court costs
View the Code: southfayettepa.com/pets

Paving set for summer

Robotic technology helps assess road conditions
By Andrea Iglar
The $1.5 million road paving program
proposed this summer includes 23
streets in South Fayette Township, plus
the driveway through Boys Home Park.
The project involves milling and
asphalt paving on more than five miles
of roadway in Sturgeon, Newbury and
other areas of the township.
Mele & Mele & Sons, Inc. of
Braddock is expected to complete the
work from July through September.
This year's street list was based on
road conditions, location efficiency and
cost-effectiveness.
Technology played a part in
assessing road conditions.
The township updated road data
using RoadBotics, a Pittsburgh-based
spin-off of the Robotics Institute at
Carnegie Mellon University.
RoadBotics uses artificial
intelligence to assess road conditions.
Township Manager John M. Barrett
said RoadBotics provided more current
information than the last road study
from 2015.
“Road conditions change so
quickly, especially season to season, so
we just wanted to start with new data,”
Barrett said.
For the RoadBotics analysis,
township employee John Kanaskie
drove every road in South Fayette—
more than 82 miles—and recorded the
rides.
The videos were uploaded to the
RoadBotics server and analyzed by

artificial intelligence to detect road
conditions such as potholes, cracks and
potential road base failures.
RoadBotics then rated roads from 1
(best) to 5 (worst).
“We still field-tested that data to
make sure it was accurate,” Barrett said.
Overall, the entire road network
was scored at 2.06.
Mele & Mele was the lowest
responsible bidder of three companies
that vied for the paving contract this
spring.
The contractor is required to
notify residents in advance when work
is planned on their street.
When the driveway through Boys
Home Park is paved, the park will be
closed for about a week. The township
will notify the public when this occurs.
To help ensure quality work, the
paving will be overseen by inspectors
from the township and Gibson-Thomas
Engineering.
All roads will be improved with a
layer of asphalt paving.
Any of the listed streets that
cannot be completed this year, due to
weather or other factors, will move to
the 2023 program.
Additionally, township Public
Works will repair Cecil Reissing Road
and Cecil Sturgeon Road, plus fix storm
inlets, patch potholes and complete
other maintenance.
For more information about roads, visit
southfayettepa.com/roads.

Roads on paving list
Arlington Avenue
Beech Alley
Boys Home Park driveway
Commons Lane
Daniell Drive
Gilmore Hill Road
Hickory Grade Road
Hidden Valley Lane
Lee Street
Main Street
Main Street Extension
Marbleseed Lane
McClane Street
McVey Street
McVey Street Extension
Newbury Highland (Loop)
Orchard Street (Cortland St)
Parks Road
South Fayette Street
Sygan Road
Village Lane
Walnut Street
Water Street
Worthington Court

Dirt Road
Seventy years ago, most roads
in South Fayette were unpaved.
This image, dated March 3, 1951,
shows Hickory Grade Road before
it was surfaced. The photo is part
of a series apparently taken in
preparation for road repairs.
South Fayette Connect | Summer 2022 | 15

GROUND
BREAKING
Story & photos by Andrea Iglar
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MUNICIPAL CENTER
UNDER WAY

E

ven buildings need a retirement plan.
After 65 years, South Fayette Township

will retire from its government building on
Millers Run Road and move into a new

FIRST NEW TOWNSHIP
BUILDING IN 65 YEARS

municipal center and police station that is
being built on Hickory Grade Road.
On March 31, township officials held a
ceremonial groundbreaking for a $16 million,
36,000-square-foot municipal center that will
include administrative offices, public meeting
chambers and a police station.

▶▶

South Fayette Township officials shoveled earth during a
ceremonial groundbreaking March 31. From left are Police
Chief John Phoennik; Commissioners Keith Dernosek, Gwen
Rodi, Rebecca Sray and Joe Horowitz; and Township Manager
John M. Barrett.
South Fayette Connect | Summer 2022 | 17

▶ ▶ Construction started this spring on a 10-acre parcel at 323
meeting facilities
Video
Hickory Grade Road, with completion expected next year.
will move to the new
Watch highlights of
On a warm, windy Thursday afternoon, about 50
municipal center.
the groundbreaking
township officials, staff members, police officers, legislators
The South Fayette
ceremony
and guests gathered on a hill overlooking the municipal center
Township Library
construction site to mark the start of the project.
and senior citizens
Gwen Rodi, president of the South Fayette Township
activities will remain
Board of Commissioners, said the new building will provide
in the Millers Run Road building until eventually moving to a
administrative and police facilities that the community needs
separate community and recreation center that will be built on
and deserves.
property adjacent to the new municipal center.
“A lot of hard work, and a belief you can do anything with
John M. Barrett, the township manager, said having
vision and a plan, is reflected in this project,” she said.
proper, well-equipped space will benefit the public.
The current municipal complex, built in 1958, has only
“I’m really optimistic that you’re going to see the services
11,000 square feet total for the township offices, police station,
we are able to provide the community just go upwards,” he
library, meeting room and senior citizens center.
said.
The new building will provide more than three times the
In February, the commissioners awarded $16,382,200 in
space, plus updated facilities and modern equipment.
contracts to build the new municipal center and police station.
Half of the building—18,000 square feet—will be
The general contractor is DiMarco Construction Co., Inc. of
dedicated to the police station, including administrative and
Clairton.
investigator offices, training spaces,
Part of a $30 million bond issue will
secure garage areas, holding cells,
support the construction project.
evidence processing and storage, exercise
Rodi credited fellow board members
“We are going to have
equipment, a bloodhound kennel and
Joe Horowitz and Lisa Malosh, who
a state-of-the-art,
other facilities.
have served on the board for 10 years,
Police Chief John Phoennik, who
for laying the financial groundwork to
multigenerational facility.”
lives in South Fayette, said the police
be able to afford the municipal building
—Police Chief John Phoennik
department outgrew the existing
project.
1,800-square-foot station decades ago,
Horowitz said he is proud of what
and the new building will serve township residents for many
the township has accomplished.
years to come.
“Seeing how far we’ve come in 10 years and seeing this
“Speaking on behalf of our police department and our
community here together today when we’re [celebrating] this
officers, this is the most exciting day that we’ve had here in the
building is really, really cool,” he said.
33 years that I’ve been on the department,” he said. “We are
Rodi said the groundbreaking represents a remarkable
going to have a state-of-the-art, multigenerational facility.”
time in South Fayette history, with growth in the areas of
The police department was founded in 1951. When
business, parks, infrastructure and township facilities.
police moved into the current municipal building in 1958, the
“I am dedicated to making the community everything
department had three full-time officers, compared to 23 today.
it has the potential to become,” she said. “We’re very excited
The police department, township offices and board
about this municipal complex coming.”

◀ A rendering
of the municipal
center, by architect
Kimmel Bogrette, is
displayed in front of
the construction site
in March.
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TOWNSHIP BUILDING

HISTORY
S

by Andrea Iglar

outh Fayette Township's current municipal building has been in use for 65 years.
That's more than a third of the entire history of the township. Founded in 1842, South

Fayette has operated from three municipal buildings throughout its 180-year history.
Based largely on township records and public meeting minutes, here is a history of South
Fayette’s municipal buildings.

First Building: Cuddy
The first known municipal building was a white brick
structure at the creek bend in the Cuddy neighborhood (also
called Treveskyn).
Township records refer to this location dating back to at
least 1915.
The building housed a secretary, tax collector and
the police station. The South Fayette Township Police
Department, founded in 1951, consisted of three officers and
one car.
Municipal operations moved out in July 1958. On
January 2, 1959, commissioners approved selling the Cuddy
property for $1,007 to Anna Bioni; the family-owned Bioni’s
Tavern (now McClelland's Public House) was located next
door.
Since then, the township building has been demolished
and removed. Today the site is a small gravel parking lot.

◀ Three police officers and a
Plymouth squad car comprised
the first official South Fayette
Township Police Department
in 1951.
The first police officers were,
from left, Samuel Migliorini,
Armel Kelly (the chief) and
Blackie Diorio.
The police station, inside the
original municipal building in
Cuddy, included a small office
and three jail cells.
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◀ Originally built in
1958, today's municipal
building in Morgan
houses the police
station, left, and
township offices, plus
the library and senior
citizens center.
Despite a patchwork
of additions over
the years, the space
remains inadequate for
the growing staff and
community.
South Fayette Township
will retire from the
building after 65 years.
Photo by Andrea Iglar

Morgan Building: 1958 to present
The current municipal center was built in 1958 to host public
meetings and house public works equipment.
At the time, the township population was 9,979, according
to the 1950 U.S. Census.
As the community grew, a patchwork of additions aimed
to accommodate more employees, police officers, a library and
senior citizen activities.
But the space is inadequate for today’s needs.
On June 20, 1957—65 years ago—the township Board of
Commissioners agreed to purchase land along Millers Run
Road in the Morgan neighborhood to construct a municipal
building.
The cost was $7,100 to acquire about 15 acres from coal
mine owner U.S. Steel & Union Supply Co., which had used
the site to dump slate, or coal mining refuse.
In today’s dollars, the purchase price is equivalent to
roughly $70,000, according to online inflation calculators.
On February 6, 1958, the township commissioners
unanimously approved awarding $29,785 in construction
contracts for the Morgan building (roughly $299,000 in
today’s dollars).
Less than six months later, township operations moved
to the new building in Morgan, which was “constructed solely
for the purpose of a meeting hall for the Board of Township
Commissioners and a garage to house township equipment,”
according to the July 24, 1958, meeting minutes.
By the early 1960s, meeting records say the township
building was “very run down and there wasn’t room for anyone
to attend a meeting.”
In 1963, the township built additions to the Morgan
building, including a garage, jail cells and other space.
A plaque commemorating the addition hangs in the
entryway of the current, 1,800-square-foot police station
20 |
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portion of the building.
On August 1, 1963, commissioners approved $98,056 in
contracts for the additions. They later altered the original plan
from “five separate air conditioners to one central cooling
system” and approved installing air ducts for $1,930.
The additions were partially funded by a $30,750 grant
from the Accelerated Public Works Program of the nowdefunct U.S. Housing and Home Finance Agency.
In June 1964, the township agreed to pave the driveway
around the township building for $3,403.
In 1996, a 3,200-square-foot addition was built to
accommodate senior citizen programs, with the space
eventually being used for public meetings and other activities
as the township
grew.
The $279,000
Township population has
general construction
nearly doubled since the
cost of the senior
1950s.
citizens addition was
covered by grants—
—U.S. Census
including $239,000
from a Community
Development Block Grant and $40,000 from state legislators.
Today, South Fayette Township government serves 18,358
people—nearly double the population of the 1950s—and the
Morgan building is bursting at the seams.
A total of 11,000 square feet is shared by the South Fayette
Township Library (2,000 square feet of former garage space);
more than a dozen administrative staff; 23 police officers
(responding to more than 5,000 calls a year); and activities
such as public board meetings and senior citizens gatherings.

@SouthFayetteTwp
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These architectural
renderings visualize
the 36,000-square-foot
municipal building that is
under construction along
Hickory Grade Road.
◀ The bottom half of the
municipal center will be the
police station (entrance in
foreground).
▼ The lobby (below left) will
provide access to township
services and public meeting
chambers (below right).
Images courtesy of Kimmel
Bogrette Architecture + Site

Future Facility: Coming 2023
Recognizing the need for larger, modern spaces for the
growing township, the Board of Commissioners in June 2020
acquired 10 acres along Hickory Grade Road.
The vacant property, purchased for $300,000 from Alan
A. Axelson’s Intercare Properties Inc., will accommodate a
36,000-square-foot municipal center with administrative
offices, public meeting chambers and a police station.
In February 2022, the board awarded $16.38 million in
contracts to build the municipal center and police station.
Construction started in the spring.
The police department will have 10 times more space than
they do in the existing building in Morgan.
A community center will be a separate building
constructed on 5 ½ acres adjacent to the municipal center. In
August 2021, the township paid Intercare Properties $800,000

for the site, which will include the library, recreation facilities,
senior citizen activities, rental spaces and more. The building
design and construction timeline are in development.
A groundbreaking ceremony to celebrate the municipal
center and police station was held March 31, with completion
expected next summer—a full 65 years since the township had
moved into the Millers Run Road municipal building.
In a groundbreaking speech, Gwen Rodi, president of the
township commissioners, quoted the dedication of the book
“Images of America: South Fayette Township,” which alludes to
the importance of history and progress:
“To the residents of South Fayette Township, your past
was remarkable, your present is always developing, and your
future is limitless.”
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10 YEARS
OF LEAPS AND BOUNDS

Township makes strides in finances, development and more
Commissioner Joe Horowitz reflects on decade of service
Story & photos by Andrea Iglar

W

hen Joe Horowitz
first joined the South
Fayette Township Board
of Commissioners in
January 2012, he would
lie awake at night
worrying.
Fracking was on the horizon,
developments were struggling to get
built, roads and equipment were in poor
condition, and the township’s financial
position was weak.
A decade later, Horowitz is proud of
how far the township has progressed.
“Our dreams 10 years ago are
starting to happen, and more than we
ever expected,” he said.
Horowitz, who is an attorney, and
other candidates including Lisa Malosh,
had based their initial election campaign
on banning residential fracking—a
drilling technology used in the natural
gas industry.
Commissioners soon expanded
their goals to improving finances,
attracting more business, developing
staff, modernizing equipment and
updating parks.
“We’ve done that and built on that,”
Horowitz said. “I’m super proud of it.”
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Fracking
In 2010, as landowners were signing
leases for gas companies to drill into
the Marcellus Shale, the township
commissioners adopted an oil and gas
well ordinance that banned drilling in
areas zoned for homes, schools, parks
and farms.
In February 2012, Pennsylvania
passed Act 13, a state law that took
away local zoning control of oil and gas
activities.
South Fayette, along with other
municipalities and plaintiffs, sued the
state—winning the case in 2016 when
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruled
parts of Act 13 unconstitutional.
The win allowed South Fayette

"Our dreams 10 years
ago are starting to
happen, and more than
we ever expected."
—Joe Horowitz

@SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

to keep and refine its local zoning
restrictions, which prohibit fracking in
residential areas.
The ordinance has stood
unchallenged since 2016. There are no
Marcellus wells in South Fayette.
“Keeping industrial out has kept
property values high, and they’ve
definitely gone up the last 10 years,"
Horowitz said.

Finances
Aside from fracking, the commissioners'
first focus was building a strong fiscal
foundation for the township.
In 2012, there was no money in
reserve, and the township once had
trouble covering payroll.
“We were broke,” Horowitz said.
Commissioners and staff worked
hard to save money, prioritize projects
and make progress incrementally, based
on what the township could afford, he
said.
Thanks to this approach, the
township has been able to expand
staff and services, invest in equipment
and vehicles, and set plans for facility
construction.
Indications of the township’s better

South Fayette Township
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▲ In 2017, Sgt. Mike Wesolek introduces the police
bloodhound Ellie Faye to Ray Pitetti, left, Gwen Rodi, Lisa
Malosh, Joe Horowitz and Rebecca Sray during a Board of
Commissioners meeting.
◀ South Fayette Township Commissioner Joe Horowitz speaks
at the municipal center groundbreaking in March. “Seeing how
far we’ve come in 10 years," he said, "is really, really cool."

financial condition include gradual
increases in the annual budget; the $16.7
million spending plan this year is more
than double the $7.7 million budget of
2012.
Also, according to annual audit
reports, the township’s net position
(assets minus debts) increased 300
percent over a decade, from $5 million in
2011 to $20 million in 2020.
Stronger finances have set up the
township to accomplish more in all
departments, from parks to police to
public works.

Development
Commissioners have worked hard to
expand the tax base through commercial
development.
According to Allegheny County,
the total assessed value of taxable
commercial and residential property in
South Fayette has surged by $687 million
from 2012 to now. That's a 74 percent
increase.
From 2012 through 2021, the
township issued 497 building permits
for commercial projects, including 66
for brand-new commercial construction
valued at $123 million.

Total real estate value in South Fayette has surged by
$687 million—that's 74%—in just a decade.
Commercial building additions,
renovations and other projects added $59
million in value.
Last year, commercial growth
actually outpaced residential.
The total value of commercial
construction permitted in 2021 was $43.8
million, compared to $33.5 million for
homes.
A major way the township spurred
commercial development was selling
the former Star City Cinemas site at the
Interstate 79 interchange.
In 2012, township officials had begun
reconsidering their plans to convert the
theater into a civic center because of
the high cost of redevelopment and the
potential for the location to draw taxpaying business.
“We felt that putting a community
center right there may not be the best
use of that property,” Horowitz said.
The township sold parcels to UPMC
Children’s Hospital and others, tore

down the theater and, ultimately, sold
the bulk of the property to Burns Scalo
Real Estate to build The Piazza, a mix
of restaurants and retail set to generate
commercial tax revenue.
The township also has seen progress
at Newbury Market, which has been
in the works for more than 10 years.
Openings have included Topgolf (2018),
Carvana (2019) and BJ’s Wholesale Club
(2021). A Tesla dealership is on the way.
Having secured more commercial
revenue and a sound financial position,
the township broke ground this spring
on a new municipal center to include
administrative offices, public meeting
chambers and a police station.
In addition, design work is under
way for a community center with
recreation facilities and a library.
“We’re on very solid financial
footing, so we can now afford to build a
community center and a new township
building,” Horowitz said.
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10 YEARS IN REVIEW
REAL ESTATE VALUES
South Fayette Township

THEN - 2012

NOW

Total Taxable Assessed Property Value

$930 million

$1.6 billion

2022

Value of 1 mill of Real Estate Tax

$930,649

$1,617,752

2022

All Commercial Construction*

$6.5 million

$43.8 million

2021

New Commercial Construction*

$2.2 million

$13.5 million

2021

Dollar figures are rounded

*Value added in a single year, according to building permits

Horowitz said that for the most part,
the township has been able to maintain
the natural character of South Fayette
while experiencing major development.
Quality of life is not threatened by
fracking, and housing plans are generally
responsible and attractive, he said.

Parks
Park improvements also have enhanced
the quality of life in South Fayette.
Ten years ago, Commissioner
Malosh and the board worked with the
appointed Parks and Recreation Board
to reshape the whole idea of what the
township does with parks and programs,
Horowitz said.
Parks and Recreation Director Paula
Willis joined the township staff in 2015,
and since then she has secured more
than $3 million in grants.
Commissioners worked for years to

acquire 68 acres of the former
Mayview State Hospital property
to expand Fairview Park.
Today, the Mayview site is
being developed with a splash
pad, pavilion, three ball fields,
a wooded dog park and a driveway to
Mayview Road.
"Getting the rest of that park
property was huge," Horowitz said.
Three new playgrounds opened last
year at Fairview Park and Boys Home
Park.
Newly built Preservation Park
opened in 2018 with three multipurpose
athletic fields.
Summer Playground Camp
has expanded, and South Fayette
Community Day has been revived. The
number of free community events has
risen from 4 to 12.
Last year, a second employee was

▶ Topgolf, pictured
when it was under
construction in
2017, opened the
following year at
Newbury Market.
Last year,
commercial
building permits
outpaced
residential, with
$43.8 million for
business projects
compared to $33.5
million for homes.
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The police force has expanded
from 13 to 23 officers.
added to the award-winning Parks and
Recreation Department.
“Parks and rec is probably the one
thing we worked the hardest to improve
early on, and that I think I’m the most
proud of,” Horowitz said.

Police
The police department also has made
great strides.
When Horowitz joined the board
and began serving as the police liaison,
he was “surprised how behind we were.”
Now, the department is highly
effective and equipped with the tools and
officers needed to keep the community
safe, he said.
In 2014, the board
started a School Resource
Officer program, assigning
a police officer to the South
Fayette School District
campus nine months of
twelve.
The same year, John
Phoennik became police
chief. Since then, the
department has expanded
from 13 officers to 23
officers, including the first
two female officers and two
crime investigators. A police
dog, the bloodhound Ellie
Faye, joined in 2017.
“We’ve hired
immensely qualified officers

South Fayette Township

@SouthFayettePA

South Fayette Township

▶ Since 2012, South Fayette Township has purchased
22 new pieces of equipment and vehicles for the Public
Works Department.
Half are trucks with plows and salt spreaders (pictured
at far right) for snow removal, a need that has grown as
local roads have multiplied.
An all-wheel drive compact tractor, purchased in 2019,
has versatile attachments to help maintain grass, fields
and other township property (pictured at right with a
leaf-blower attachment).

who care about being, and want to be,
police in South Fayette, and they do an
amazing job,” Horowitz said.
The police department has installed
50 surveillance and license plate cameras
in the community, initiated a body-worn
camera program, invested in training,
modernized technology, updated policies
and launched dozens of communityoriented services and programs.
Police answered 5,222 calls last year.
That's 818 more calls than in 2012.

Public Works
Over more than a decade, the fivemember Board of Commissioners raised
taxes only once, in 2016, increasing the
township real estate tax by one mill to
support the annual road paving program.
Since then, the township has
made about $1.5 million a year in road
improvements—compared to $300,000
spent on paving and sealing in 2015.

In addition to the
annual program, which
is bid out to a paving
contractor, the township
Public Works Department
maintains and repairs roads
year-round.
In 2012, crews lacked reliable,
appropriate equipment and vehicles to
complete road work, snow removal, park
and field maintenance, grass mowing,
stormwater repairs and other tasks.
“We had to first put the stopgaps on
Public Works and do the best we could to
get them some equipment so they could
actually do their job,” Horowitz said.
Since 2012, the township has
purchased 22 new pieces of equipment
and vehicles.
Half are trucks with plows and salt
spreaders for snow removal, a need that
has grown as roads have multiplied.
South Fayette owns and maintains

Parks and Recreation has secured
more than $3 million in grants.

◀ Commissioner Joe
Horowitz, center,
celebrates the
municipal center
groundbreaking
along with, from
left, Township
Manager John M.
Barrett and fellow
commissioners
Keith Dernosek,
Rebecca Sray and
Gwen Rodi.

more than 82 miles of roadway within its
21 square miles—about 8 miles more than
in 2012.

Community Working Together
Another goal over the past decade has
been to broaden communication and
engagement with the public.
In 2014, the commissioners created a
communications staff position in part to
launch a website, social media pages and
a magazine.
South Fayette Connect and other
communications efforts have won local,
state, national and international awards.
“South Fayette has been an example
that if everybody works together and the
community is brought into it, and you
have good people that you trust making
good decisions, you can have good
government,” Horowitz said.
Despite plenty of challenges and
sleepless nights over the past decade,
Horowitz said serving on the Board of
Commissioners has been one of the best
experiences of his life.
He looks forward to continuing to
work alongside fellow commissioners,
including board president Gwen Rodi.
“The township has done some
amazing things over the last 10 years that
benefited everybody, and it’s made the
community stronger,” Horowitz said.
“It’s all pretty exciting going
forward.”
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$1 MILLION
Grant celebrated at Fairview Park
Hundreds of youth to benefit from ball fields on Mayview site
Story & photo by Andrea Iglar
Against all odds,
on the fields.
Bryson Ackermann
“Instead of
will play ball on the
waiting days for
new fields that are
them to dry up,
coming to South
you’ll wait for a
Fayette.
couple hours, and
Bryson had
you’ll be able to
participated in
play,” he said.
community T-ball
South Fayette
and baseball until
is expanding
fall 2018, when
Fairview Park on
he experienced a
68 acres of former
sudden onset of
Mayview State
acute flaccid myelitis,
Hospital land the
an uncommon but
township bought
serious condition
in 2017.
that causes muscle
The threeweakness.
phase project,
At age six he
designed by
▲ Lauren Imgrund, deputy secretary of the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources,
became partially
Herbert, Rowland
visits Fairview Park in April to celebrate South Fayette Township's $1 million grant award for ball
paralyzed, and it
& Grubic, Inc. of
fields. Cheering, from left, are Township Manager John M. Barrett, Bryan Churilla of Herbert,
seemed unlikely
Cranberry, will
Rowland & Grubic, Inc., State Rep. Jason Ortitay, Ms. Imgrund, State Sen. Devlin Robinson, Parks
he would ever play
include a fenced,
and Recreation Director Paula Willis, Commissioner Keith Dernosek, South Fayette Baseball and
baseball again.
wooded dog
Softball Association board member Jerry McElligott and baseball player Bryson Ackermann.
But Bryson
park with trails,
worked hard,
a pavilion with
spending hours catching and throwing with $2.1 million project is 80 percent funded by
restrooms, a driveway to Mayview Road, a
his dad, Jeff. After two years, the boy’s arm
non-township dollars.
splash pad and the ball fields.
was strong enough to rejoin 640 other kids
The facility will provide safe playing
Keith Dernosek, a township
on the team. His best position is first base.
conditions, increase field availability and
commissioner, said he grew up near
Ten-year-old Bryson joined, along with create a welcoming community hub,
Fairview Park.
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation
said Paula Willis, the township parks and
“I used to play here when it was
and Natural Resources leaders, visited
recreation director.
cornfields back in the day,” he said. “To see
Fairview Park in April to celebrate South
“I hope with facilities like this we can
what is happening now is great.”
Fayette Township's $1 million grant award
make the community proud,” she said.
In addition to the $1 million grant,
for construction of three ball fields with
The sports fields will be walkable from
funding includes:
artificial turf infields, dugouts, bleachers,
700 homes and businesses in the Hastings
• $500,000, Pennsylvania Department
lighting, a batting cage and ADA-accessible
and Fairview Manor neighborhoods.
of Community and Economic
walking paths.
Lauren Imgrund, deputy secretary
Development COVID relief fund
South Fayette Baseball and Softball
of the Department of Conservation and
• $145,000, Redevelopment Authority
Association board member Jerry McElligott
Natural Resources, said the ball field project
Allegheny County, Gaming Economic
said Bryson and other players, coaches and
will help achieve the goal of offering locally
Development Tourism Fund
the community will benefit from the fields.
accessible recreation within a 10-minute
• $25,000, T-Mobile Hometown Grant
“We’re super excited,” he said.
walk of every person in Pennsylvania.
The fields will host activities such as
“It’s so wonderful to be with
• $15,000, South Fayette Baseball and
baseball, softball and cricket. Construction
communities like yours who really
Softball Association
is expected to start in 2023.
recognize the importance of parks and
“This is really a community, multiThe $1 million grant comes from
recreation,” Imgrund said.
partner
project,” Willis said, “and I hope
federal Land and Water Conservation
Adam Mattis, a state recreation and
that
this
showcases what cooperation and
Fund money. Combined with $685,000 in
conservation manager, said the artificial
work
can
do.”
additional grants and contributions, the
turf infields will solve problems with water
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E A R T H

Cleanup 2022

Thanks to South Fayette Public Works,
township staff and volunteers for cleaning
up community roads, neighborhoods and
parks throughout April.
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Photos by Shelley Phoennik & Andrea Iglar

Thanks for attending the
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FREE PASS
Visit museums and historical sites for free
Check out passes at the library
By Andrea Iglar
Have you been to the Heinz History Center lately? How about Old Economy Village?
South Fayette Township Library is lending free passes to museums and historical sites.
Visit the library in person to borrow an Experience Kit, including free admission for up to four people plus itinerary ideas, virtual
access to educational information and other fun content.
Circulation supervisor Juli Morneweck said the program offers families opportunities to enjoy affordable outings while gaining
knowledge.
“Libraries are changing so much these days in that they are becoming more places for experiences,” she said.
Passes may be checked out for seven sites and must be returned in person within seven days:
•

Heinz History Center (Pittsburgh), Fort Pitt Museum
(Pittsburgh) and Meadowcroft Rockshelter and Historic
Village (Washington County)

•

Duncan & Miller Glass Museum (Washington County)

•

Historic Fort Steuben (Steubenville, Ohio)

•

Merrick Art Gallery (Beaver County)

•

Old Economy Village (Beaver County)

•

Somerset Historical Center (Somerset County)

•

West Overton Village and Museum (Westmoreland County)

Kits circulate on a first-come, first-served basis and cannot be
placed on hold like traditional library materials. A library card is
required; if you don’t have one, you can sign up for free.
Visit three different sites before Oct. 31, and enter to win a prize.
Whitehall Public Library launched Experience Kits in 2017 with
the Heinz History Center. Since then, the program has expanded to
other libraries in the Allegheny County Library Association and in Washington, Fayette, Greene and Jefferson counties.
The library in South Fayette lends several types of items beyond books, including the Experience Kits, WiFi hot spots, preschool
book and activity bundles, and American Girl dolls.
For more information, visit southfayettelibrary.org/beyond-books.

One Book, One Community
The South Fayette Township Library
hosted two community conversations in
May to discuss “The Unlikely Pilgrimage
of Harold Fry” by author Rachel Joyce.
Everyone was invited to read the novel as
part of the library’s second annual One
Book, One Community program.
Sarah Grebinoski, the library’s adult
programming coordinator, also organized
an online Q and A with the author, via
Zoom from England, plus other programs
related to themes from the book.
Library patrons and staff attending the
May 23 session include, from left, Jill
Stubber, Robin Grant, Grebinoski, Dawn
Cross and Denise Abernathy.
—Photo & text by Andrea Iglar
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Presenting Sponsor ◆ South Fayette Community Day ◆ Thank you!

Proud sponsor of
Community Day
August 27, 2022
South Fayette Office
& Loan Center
Gateway Shoppes at Newbury Market
160 Millers Run Road
Bridgeville, PA 15017
412-257-2780 • dollar.bank
Lobby Hours:
Mon. - Thurs.
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Friday
9:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Saturday
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

• Walk-Up and Drive-Up
Personal Teller Machines & ATMs

Drive-Thru Hours:
Mon. - Sat.
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM

• Latest technology to best meet
your banking needs

Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC. Copyright © 2022, Dollar Bank, Federal Savings Bank.

• Safe Deposit Boxes

BRA185_22
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Presenting Sponsor ◆ Touch-a-Truck ◆ Thank you!
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South Fayette Township &
Upper St. Clair present

FOURTH
OF JULY

Fireworks
Fairview Park
@ 9:30 PM
Limited parking inside the park.
No personal fireworks or open fires.

Fairview Park, Fridays @ Dusk
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Free kids activities
Food & Beer sold separately

Platinum Sponsor ◆ Concert in the Park ◆ Thank you!

SUBSCRIBE

& SAVE!
Subscribe to our weekly
e-mail for discounts,
specials & event info!

FOLLOW US & WIN
Follow @otbhastings & tag us in a post
or story for a chance to win a $10 gift card!
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Presenting Sponsor ◆ Summer Playground Camp ◆ Thank you!

Serving the community
we have called home

since 1899

washfin.bank
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Mondays
July 11 - Aug. 1

July 11 - 15

Ages 13 - 17 @ 4 PM
Ages 18+ @ 5:30 PM
Fairview Rotary Pavilion

$30/class or $100/4 classes w/code ART4PACK

SOCCER SKILLS
CAMP

July 25 - 29

Ages 3 - 5:
8 AM - 9 AM; $100
Ages 6 - 14:
9 AM - 12 PM; $165
Boys Home Park

Space Lab Camp

June 27 - July 1
9 AM - 12 PM

TENNIS CLINICS
July 18 - Aug. 19

SUPER HERO
CAMP

Painting in the
Park

Peewee (ages 5 - 6):
Mon. & Fri @ 11 AM - 11:30 AM
Class packages for ages 7 +
5/$100; 10/$200; 15/$250
Jr. Beginner (ages 7 - 11):
Mon/Wed/Fri @ 9 AM - 10 AM
Jr. Advanced (ages 11 - 16):
Mon/Wed/Fri @ 10 AM - 11 AM

Ages 4 - 6 @ 9:30 AM - 12 PM
Ages 7 - 9 @ 12:30 PM - 3 PM

Morgan Park
$150/child

SUMMER
programs

& CAMPS

Fizz, Boom , Bang
Camp

July 25 - 29

Ultimate
Obstacle Course
Camp

July 18 - 22

Ages 4 - 6 @ 9:30 AM - 12 PM
Ages 7 - 9 @ 12:30 PM - 3 PM

Fairview Rotary Pavilion
$150/child

Adult Fitness

Yoga

Mondays thru July 25 @ 7 PM
Sturgeon Fire Hall; $11/class

9 AM - 12 PM
sfBFITness
Fairview Lafayette Pavilion
Fairview Lafayette Pavilion Wed. @ 6:30 PM & Thurs. @ 9 AM
$179/child; Ages 6 - 12
Check website for specific dates
$169/child; Ages 6 - 12
$12/class; punch cards available

Register at:
SOUTHFAYETTEPA.COM/RECREATION
New online registration

STEP 1: CLICK "MY ACCOUNT" TOP RIGHT + CHOOSE "SIGN UP NOW"
STEP 2: ADD YOURSELF & CHILDREN / HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS
STEP 3: RETURN TO HOMEPAGE & CHOOSE PROGRAM CATEGORY
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SOUTH FAYETTE TOWNSHIP
Sat.,, Septt. 3 – Thurss., Septt. 8, 2022
7 AM – 8 PM, self-serve dropoff
Goldberg, Kamin & Garvin LLP

South Fayette Township
Owens-Illinois
CAP Glass

South Fayette Township Municipal Building
515 Millers Run Road, South Fayette, PA 15064
Location is under video surveillance
No bags or boxes in the recycling bin please

In partnership with Michael
Bros. Hauling & Recycling
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MISSED PICKUP?
SOUTHFAYETTEPA.COM/REQUEST

Trash & Recycling
Garbage is collected weekly and
recycling every 2 weeks. Place at the
curb by 6 AM on pickup day. If a holiday
falls before pickup day, collection is
delayed one day.

Waste Management
wm.com ◆ 1-800-866-4460

Staff Directory

Sept.

Trash Collection

Thurs. Aug. 4
Fri. Aug. 5

Thurs. Sept. 1
Fri. Sept. 2

Trash Collection

Trash Collection

Thurs. Aug. 11
Fri. Aug. 12

Fri. Sept. 9
Sat. Sept. 10

Trash Collection
Recycling

Trash Collection
Recycling
1-DAY DELAY DUE TO
LABOR DAY

Thurs. June 30
Fri. July 1
Trash Collection
Recycling

Fri. July 8
Sat. July 9
Trash Collection
1-DAY DELAY DUE TO
INDEPENDENCE DAY

Thurs. July 14
Fri. July 15
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thur. July 21
Fri. July 22
Trash Collection

Thurs. July 28
Fri. July 29
Trash Collection
Recycling

412-221-8700
SouthFayettePA.com

August

July

515 Millers Run Road, South Fayette PA 15064

Do not bag recyclables.
No glass in recycling bins.

June

Thurs. June 23
Fri. June 24

South Fayette Township

Thurs. Aug. 18
Fri. Aug. 19
Trash Collection

Thurs. Aug. 25
Fri. Aug. 26
Trash Collection
Recycling

John M. Barrett, Township Manager
Administration

Parks & Recreation

Peggy Patterson, Executive Assistant
Shannen McKahan, Finance Officer
Patrick J. Catena, Assistant Manager

Paula Willis, Director
Ian McNeill, Assistant

Communications &
Community Development

John Phoennik, Chief of Police
Dana Korbe, Police Secretary
Police Business Office: 412-221-2170
Emergency & Dispatch: 9-1-1

Andrea Iglar, Director

Police

Planning, Building & Code

Public Works

Gary Hartz, Planning/Zoning Director
Joe Niedermeyer, Building Code Official
John Kanaskie, Engineering/Code
Abbey Scheerer, Administrative Assistant

Butch Truitt, Director
Dan Dernosek, Foreman

Thurs. Sept. 15
Fri. Sept. 16

Community Resources

Trash Collection

Benjamin Hornfeck, 412-257-8660, SouthFayetteLibrary.org

Thurs. Sept. 22
Fri. Sept. 23

Margie Smith, 412-221-3730, SouthFayettePA.com/seniors

Trash Collection
Recycling

Paper
Shredding

Thurs. Sept. 29
Fri. Sept. 30

Sat. July 30
Township Building

Trash Collection

Glass Recycling

October

Sat. Sept. 3 –
Thurs. Sept. 8
Township Building

Thur. Oct. 6 & Fri. Oct. 7
Trash & Recycling
Thur. Oct. 13 & Fri. Oct. 14
Trash Collection
Thur. Oct. 20 & Fri. Oct. 21
Trash & Recycling

South Fayette Township Library

South Fayette Area Senior Citizens Association
South Fayette School District
412-221-4542, SouthFayette.org

Historical Society of South Fayette Township

Emily Brady, sfhistory3@aol.com, SouthFayettePA.com/history

Tax Collectors

Real Estate Tax, Kevin Biber: 412-221-9250, SouthFayettePA.com/tax
Earned Income Tax, Jordan Tax Service: 412-835-5243, JordanTax.com

Municipal Authority (Dye Tests & Sanitary Sewers)
Jerry Brown, 412-257-5100, MATSF.net

Chambers of Commerce

South West: 412-221-4100, SouthWestCommunitiesChamber.org
Pittsburgh Airport Area: 412-264-6270, PAACC.com

Volunteer Fire Departments in South Fayette

Cuddy, Fairview, Oak Ridge, Sturgeon: SouthFayettePA.com/fire

Police, Fire, Ambulance: 9-1-1

